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‘DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


WASHINGTON 


May 7, 1965. 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR, McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 


Subject: The Dominican Republic 


Attached is an April 24 through May 5 chronology 
of actions and cables regarding the Dominican Republic, 
The chronology includes cables to and from Santo 
Domingo, contacts made by Departmental personnel with 
Latin Americans, and reports of OAS meetings. In 
preparation is a chronology of contacts made by United 
States officials overseas, 


This document is presently classified, The question 


of whether or not to prepare a sanitized version is under 
study. 


Benjamin H, #fead 
Executive Se@retary 


Enclosure: 
Chronology 


Copies to: Mr. Ball 
Mr, Mann 
Mr. McCloskey, P 
Mr. Kermit Brown, USTIA 
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April 24, 1965 
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April 25, 1965 


7 - 
Sree manok etn Seneca 


11:17 a.m. Triumvirate resigning, turning over govt. to 
Montas Guerrero pending formation of 3-man junta 
headed by Mota. 


1:00 p.m. Prensa Libre Director searched for by crowd 
shouting for his head. Director in Guatemalan 
Embassy which has been under siege by mob for 
hours. 


1:01 p.m. Tanks, soldiers around palace with reports of mob 
of several thousand heading there with sticks, 
etc., guns. Reid asked for intervention. 


2g Serres pester pers ee erate sy 2 


1:37 p.m. Crowds out of hand. Pepsi Cola and Prense Libre 
| Director's car burned in front of Guatemalan —_ 
Embassy, where situation serious although police 
protection enroute. 
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(1:37 p.m. Radio Santo Domingo reported triumvirate over- 
thrown by armed forces and country was returning 
to constitutionality and would be governed by 
Bosch. 


2:03 p.m. Various political parties met and asked U.S. to 
push for moderate, non-committed interim govt. 


= «©2304 p.m, Radio Santo Domingo said Wessin was only hold-out 

and Bosch would return when he surrendered. 
Called on other army officers to lay down arms 
and for people to go into streets to support 
Bosch and his Congress. 


3:04 p.m. Reliable reports that Bosch just told Molina Urena 
to accept provisional presidency, was preparing 
own return. 


5:00 p.m. De los Santos announced Air Force will fight to - 


prevent return Bosch. Wessin has agreed support 
Air Force. Both believe fight is now against 
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5:33 pem. 
6:30 p.m. 


8:30 p.m. 


9:27 p.m. 


9:31 p.m, 


9:36 p.m. 


11:23 p.m. 


10:47 p.m. 


April 25, 1965 
ae 


Communists, not exclusively with rebel elements 

of Army. Situation confused. No identifiable 
authorities exercising control. Embassy believes 
Bosch return must be prevented especially because 
of communist support his return. Only alternative 
is Wessin and De Los Santos plan. Situation is 
near anarchy. 


Lists businesses and homes reportedly sacked but 
violence so far directed only against supporters 
of triumvirate and Trujillo. 


Air Force flying over Palace to prevent swearing 
in of Molina and allow formation military junta. 
(Mota, Benoit, Ubiera). 


Air Force fired at Palace and rebel headquarters 
at 4:30 p.m. 


Split developing in Army. 


Radio Santo Domingo urged all people to support 
rebels, stay in streets. 


Bosch broadcast essentially same urging. 
Embassy summarized situation. Wessin, De Los 
Santos, Rivera decided to fight to keep Bosch 
out, Hopes U.S. will not have to commit itself 
to either side. Appears junta which promises 
early elections is present best hope. No one 
talking of return Balaguer or triumvirate. 


Families of Air Force paraded on TV with announce- 


ment they were being taken to bombing targets 
"so they also can be assassinated." 
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1:49 p.m. 


2:28 p.m. 


April 25,1965 
~3- 


Acting Mayor of Santo Domingo called Embassy 
to request they do "something" to alleviate 
present dangerous situation. 


Rockets and/or bombs around Palace. Police 
evacuating people nearby. 


Embassy advising Americans to prepare for 
evacuation. 


Embassy given one hour by De los Santos to try 

ta reach rebel leaders to arrange confrontation 
rebels and De los Santos and avoidance further 
bloodshed. Embassy trying urgently but communica- 
tion problem makes them pessimistic. 


First anti-rebel radio broadcasts begs Dominicans 
to stay home, support AF and Navy in fight 
against communism. 


Dept. Dept. notified Embassy we'd received 
requests from Amer. in DR to be evacu-~ 
ated. Thus US asks immediate ceasefire 
to permit evacuation citizens of any 
nation. 
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April 26, 1965 


Military statement promised elections Sept. 1, 1965. 


Radio and TV in rebel hands. 


“a waa tot 


Dominican Air Force De los Santos began 
bombardment and Wessin began attempt to cross 
bridge into Santo Domingo. Both requested U. S$. 
troops and were told we had no such plans. 


Navy joined Molina, 


Wives of Air Force pilots taken by rebels to 
bridge to be in line of fire. Radio Santo Domingo 
exhorted populace to sack pilots' homes. 


10:08 a.m, Wessin - De Los Santos position weakened and 
-atthough only U. S. intervention can prevent return 
Bosch, Embassy recommends against and told Wessin 
‘et al not to expect U. S. troops. Embassy believes 
there is serious threat communist takeover, supports 
creation of a military junta promising September 
elections. U.S. show of force may be needed 
later but not now. 
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10:30 a.m. Dept. Brazilian Ambassador to U. S. 
Magalhaes called Brazil Desk 
Officer for briefing on DR. They 
agreed to stay in close touch. 
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12:00 Hoon. Chilean Ambassador Tomic and Chile 
Desk Officer briefly discussed DR 
Situation at lunch, 


3230 “pam, . Brazilian Minister Carvalho e Silva 
was briefed by Brazil desk officer 
when former came to State for a 
meeting on other matters. 
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Ambassador suggests informing Bosch of extremist 
elements. 


TEE ga, Sete) 


Dept. Asks Embassy to evacuate 100 Puerto 
Ricans at Resident Commissioner's 
request. 
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Molina appeared on TV at 3:45 as provisional 
President of DR, 


Unconfirmed reports indicate police colonel 
beheaded by mob and head paraded thru streets. 


Both sides will declare a ceasefire for | 

evacuation. Embassy suggests April 27, 6:00 am. 
Evacuees will gather at Embajador and leave from ships 
at Haina. 


it tea 
TM dP: 


ie an Be 


sha 


et 


OT ete 


Pee PTI 


PY 


Pe oees 


aS 
Le} 
: 

i 
™ 

‘ 

: 
ad 


TAS ELL PR Mette Cte athe FE OF, Rory GE 
pce are ty i wate soe Te Deer baa 


ha 


Poo tin Dus 
a. 


12:05 a.m. 
12322 acts 
12:50 a.m. 


6:02 a.m. 


9:25 a.m. 


10:00 a.m. 


10:37 a.m. 
10:56 a.m. 
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April 27, 1965 


Dom. provisional govt. planning to request agrement 
for known Castro suppoeter as Ambassador to US. 


Estimates 1,000 seeking evacuation. Request no 
helicopters land because of small arms fire 


Casualties between 100 and 200. Lists drugs 
needed. | 


Evacuation plans hampered by rebel plans and 
lack communications. Neither side seems willing 
negotiate. 


Air Force announced beginning of strikes against 
rebels. 


Dept. Brazil Desk Officer called Brazilian 
Ambassador to US to bring him up to 
date. Ambassador said he would 
notify GOB. 


At rebel leader request, Embassy urged anti- 
rebels to negotiate and postpone bombardment. 


After rebel guarantee of safety, rebels fired 
at Embajador. No Amer, casualties. 


Dept. Uruguay's Ambassador to the OAS, Orihe, | 
came to sce Mr. Vaughn at the former's 
request. He was the first Latin Ameri-~ 
can Ambassador to mention to State the 
belief that the OAS should be involved. 
He felt the IAPC should be concerned 
and the OAS called into action and 
Mr. Vaughn heartily agreed. There was 
some talk of Oribe's taking action but 
he said he had only talked to the DR 
Ambassador to the OAS so far and further 
was not a member of the LAPC. Since the 
US was an JAPC member, it was agreed 
that Ward Allen, Deputy to Ambassador 
Bunker, call the IAPC together. 
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April 27, 1965 
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Lito? 23m, Dept. US objectives are restoration law and 


order, prevention possible communist 
takeover, protection Amer. lives. Urgé 
establishment military junta. Get Amb. 


to SD as he might make difference in 
keeping forces together. 


In SD newspaper, Caribe, SD Archbishop calls for 
ending bombing. Acting Dean Diplom. Corps asks 
for life and property protection Dominicans and 


foreigners. Caribe reports police and army deaths 
calis for end of fraticide. More sackings. 
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12:00 noon Dept. Ward Allen requested the Colombian Amb. 


to the OAS, who is chairman of the IAPC, 
to convene an urgent IAPC meeting. He 
also called the Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps, Ambassador Sevilla-Sacasa, in 
Sevilla-Sacasa's role as Nicaraguan 
Ambassador and member of the Peace Com- 
mittee. He called the Dominican Amb. 


to suggest that the Ambassador be pre- 
pared to brief the IAPC. 


Efforts to bring sides together have failed. 
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Reports some Dominicans believe planes bombing 


are US, so people urged to move against Embajador 
and Embassy. 
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Ambassador urged Sec Gen of PRD to capitulate to 
superior forces to save lives. 


Evacuation from Embajador to Haina completed 
without incident. 


Dominicans believe US plane involved bomhing. 
300 rebels were at Embajador shooting with tommy- 


guns. Ambassador urges Boxer move into sight to 
dispel. 


April 27, 1965 
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Dept. The IAPC met. Participants were 
Colombia, Argentina, the DR, Nicaragua, 
and the U.S. After hearing the DR Amb. 
report of the revolt's origins, develop- | 
ments and apparent growing Castro- 
communist involvement, the IAPC con- 
sidered whether it had any jurisdiction | 
| 


to act under Resolution IV of the 5th 
MFM. No decision was taken, nor did 

the DR Ambassador request IAPC or OAS 
action, but the Argentine and Colombian 
Ambassadors stressed the need for the 
IAPC to keep informed of further develop- 
ments. 
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5:00 p.m. Deputy Asst. Secretary Sayre briefed 


fp 

pt. 
the Venezuelan Chargé Perez de la Cova. | 

7:00 p.m. Dept. Costa Rica's Chargé called the Office 
Director for Central American Affairs 
to request the Department's assistance 
in evacuating Costa Rican nationals in 
the DR. He reported hearing of many 
atrocities there, 
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7:22 p.m. Ambassador urges police chief restore order after 
"these bloody days". Talked of "mop-up" which 
“may be rough". 


7335 p.m. Haina ‘evacuation complete. All Embassy personnel 
have returned safely to SD. 


During day Dept. Ecuador's Ambassador to the U.S. Larrea 
, and Peru's Chargé Gerberding were 
briefed on situation, especially with 
reference to the security of their 
nationals in the DR. They both recog- 
nized the need to protect U.S. and 
foreign nationals and the threat posed 
by Communist agitators helping to 
exploit the breakdown of law and order. 


April 28, 1965 


12:26 a.m, Members provisional government (Molina, Caamano, 
Ramirez) called at Embassy. Embassy felt they 
prepared to negotiate to avoid further blocdshed, 
Ambassador said communists had taken over their 
movement and peace must be arranged. Declined 
attend negotiations opposing groups on grounds 
this a Dominican matter. 
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12:28 a.m. Heavy gunfire continuing. Embassy residences hit. 


12;59 a.m, Summary situation: Known communists have been in 
palace. Some radio announcers are June 14 members. 
Communists clearly committing full resources. 
Molina said he couldn't control mob. Arms 
indiscriminately given to civilians, including 
known communists. Looting, sacking. Rebel 
radio inciting mobs. Castro flavor on TV. 
Rebel tactics at limit human decency. 
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1353 a.m, - Molina, Lovaton in asylum. Acting Dean Diplomatic 
- Corp, Colombian Zarote, says issue quickly 
turned into communist vs, non- communist, 


8:11 a.m. Embassy recommends acceding De los Santos request 
for 50 walkie-talkies, 
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10:30 a.m, - Dept. At the conclusion of the Regular meeting 
of COAS, the DR Ambassador reported | 
on events, highlighting Castro-communist 
involvement, 


10:44 a.m, Disorder unabated. Armed civilians shooting, looting. 
11:40 a.m. Junta formation progressing. 
12:40 p.m, Radio announces junta of Benoit, Casado Saladin, 


Santana Carrasco purpose prepare for democratic 
elections, 


April 28, 1965 


~Li@ 


Dept. U. S. strongly disapproves return 
Trujillo groups. 


First Natl, City Bank looted, police stations 
overrun by rebels, 


Heavy bombing, Air Forces advises civilians evacuate, 


Junta needs communications equipment. 

5. 

Dept. The Venezuelan Chargé was again : 

briefed, this time by the Office ' 
Director of Venezuelan/Colombian «= |; 
Affairs. Perez de la Cova reiterated | 
his interest in keeping informed so | 
that he, could inform his gzovemment, | 


Sec, Gen. PRD says PRD no longer connected with 
struggle. If rebels win it will be extreme 
left victory. 
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Conditions worsening. Embassy asks Washington 
consider armed intervention. 
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Junta asks in writing for U, S, military assistance, | 


Situation much worse. American lives endangered; Amh.. 
urges landing Marines, 


Dept. Marines are authorized to land to evacuate. 
Wiil announce in Washington that 
(1) action taken because Dominicans 
notified U. S. they unable safeguard lives 
our citizens; (2) U.S. urges both sides 
ceasefire; (3) U. S. hopes differences 
can be resolved, 


Marines landed. 

French have ship evacuating French nationals, 
Evacuation help offered to diplomatic corps members, 
Colombian Ambassador asked for U. 5. protection 


6:30 pm. 


7:29 pm. 


Between 9:00 pm 
and midnight 


11:59 pm. 


During day - 
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of other embassies. Was refused on grounds 
insuificient Marines, U.S. fully cooperating 
with Nuncio's and other's mediation efforts. 


Police Chier says cannot protect Americans. 
Benoit again requests U.S. military intervention, 
Delegation U.S. citizens believe leftist mobs 
Will sack homes. Embassy urging Americans to 
Embajador. AID Office broken into. Evacuation 
area being fired on, 


Dept. ARA Office Directors briefed all 
Ambassadors and/or Chargés by telephone 
or a personal call on the DR developments; 
that many Latin American Ambassadors in 
the DR had requested U.S. help; that 
the Marines had landed; that extremists 
among the rebel group had grown; and 


that the U. S. was requesting that a special | 


OAS Meeting be held the following morning. 


"Paredon" shouted during shootings. Victims, marched 
along streets, executed at wall. 


Dept. Ambassador Bunker called the OAS 
Secretariat to arrange the Thursday. 
morning OAS meeting. 


Riot control totally ineffective, members deserting. 
Looting, sacking of houses British residents. 
British Embassy reports wounded lying on floor 
hospital. 


Embassies invaded, 


wet 


Dept. The Office Director brought Ecuador's - 
Ambassador and Peru's Chargéup-to-date. 
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April 29, 1965 
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12:59 a.m. Dom, Red Cross estimates 400 dead, 1200 wounded, 
Surgery being performed without anesthesia or 
intravenous fluids. 
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1:16 a.m, Benoit writes Amer. lives endangered, he can't 
protect them, requests temporary intervention, 
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1533-aems Nuncio very concerned over leftist domination 
rebel movement. 
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3:54 a.m, Ambassador against intervention any reason unless 
conditions change, 
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4:06 a.m, Reid Cabral, Ramon Caceres request asylum US 
Embassy. Embassy sure they's be killed if found, 


9:00 a.m, Dept. Panama's Ambassador to U.S, Arias called 
Panama Office Director to say he'd 
talked to his President and was awaiting 
the latter's instructions, 
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9:30 a.m, Dept. DR Amb, Bonilla came to see Amb, Bunker, 


10:20 a.m, OK newsmen entry. 


10:30 a.m, Dept, The Brazil Office Director and 
Ambassador Magalhaes spoke and the 
Ambassador stressed his full support 
of the U.S. Govt. position, 
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10;30 a.m, At special meeting COAS, Amb, Bunker 
reported landing of Marines to protect 
American lives and secure evacuation 
U.S. nationals and others, 
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Ambassadors of Mexico, Colombia, 
Venezuela, Chile, Costa Rica expressed 
distress at turn of events in DR and 
indicated concern over U.S. unilateral 
action, Under instructions from their 
governments they called for hemispheric 
action to consider this new urgent prob- 
lem and the convocation of a Meeting of 
the Foreign Ministers (MFM) was raised. 
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The COAS also approved a message to 
the Apostolic Nuncio, Dean of the 
Diplomatic Corps in Santo vominyo 
requesting, that he arrange Yor a 
ceasefire. The meeting was reeessed 
in order for the representatives lo 
seek instructions on convoking an MIM, 


An immediate Circular Telegram was 
dispatched instructing the U.S, Ambas- 
sadors to urge the member states to’ 
Support a convocation of the MFM and 

all the OAS Representatives were re- 
quested to recommend to their governments 
that they be given authority to vote. in 
favor of:such a meeting. 
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Police incapacitated, Junta troops’ morale very 
Low. 


Embassy transmits copy Junta request to OAS that -. 
it make immediate study determine when free 
elections can be held in DR. 


Pas 


Dept. Remaining Marines on Boxer ordered 
ashore, 


As, 


Bombing, strafiny continues. Red Cross burying 
people where they tall. Street incidents frequent, 


Kinergencey food desperately needed, 


Meeting diplomatic corps SD decides no basis 
diplomatic intervention this time. US Ambassador 
given list of food needed by all Embassies. 
Embassies of Ecuador, Guatemala, Peru, Mexico 
violated, Colombian Ambassador said he'd cabled 
Bogota that without Marines, DR another Cuba, 


Tons ot beans, Phour, milk, of fb distvibuted by Us. 
Requests more, 
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April 29, 1965 
ase 
Heavy sniper fire at Embassy. Embassy Salvador 


violated, As result, Ambassador asked Navy bring 
ships near shore, 
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Marines fired on at 1:40 p.m, returned fire. 


Troops if land would go Hotel Embajador, maybe 
later secure residences between there and Palace, 
where most Americans live. Mobs looting; largest 
battle in history DR, 
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Evacuees continue, 


Dept. Brazilian Ambassador brought up to date 
on developments by a State official, 


Mr. Brandt of the Venezuelan Embassy 
was brought up to date by a State official, 


More forces needed, 


Suggested international safety zone for 
all foreigners and OAS action to achieve 
political settlement. 
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to 10:00 p.m, 


Bunker telephoned OAS Ambassadors from 
Argentina, Brazil, Peru, Guatemala, — 
Venezuela and Colombia. 
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Ecuadoran Ambassador and Peruvian Chargé 


Evening 
brought up to date by a State officer, 
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The COAS was resumed to consider the 
Venezuelan and Chilean proposals for 

a ministerial meeting, Venezuela's 
request offered an option for convoking 
the Organ of Consultation under the Rio 
Treaty and the MFM under the Charter, 
The MAS acted on the Chilean request 

for an Article 39 MFM, which was approved 
by a vote of 18-1 (Uruguay)-1 (Dominican 
Republic), Uruguay voted against the 
proposal because its government con- 
sidered the revolution to be an internal 


10:00 p,m, 
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11:11 p.m. 


April 29). 1965 
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internal matter and the DR abstained 
because the reason given for convoking 
the meeting did not explicitly state 

the communise threat. A U.S. proposal 
for the MFM to convene on April 30, 
rather than May 1, lacked one vote for 
approval. At the close of the meeting, 
the U.S. made an advance presentation 

to the COAS of a resolution for adoption 
by the MFM calling for the naming of a 
Committee of the MFM to investigate the 
situation in the DR and calling for the 
cooperation of all the member states. 

A Circular telegram was sent to our 
Embassies instructing they seek approval’ 
of the resolution for prompt adoption 
by the MIM. 


Informs Embassy of landing of 2,000 
more troops to protect U.S. citizens 


ah 


2g 


4 
; 
z 

u 
he 
a 
Z 
: 
se, 
at 

r 
hes 

* 

i 

7 
7 

: 

co 

~ 

Ayes . 

> 


pti oe ge ap re Nn 


ara erties 


Ss ah te Se Rrcaedee aia cass eke Seb 


10:00 am 
10:15 an 


11:36 am 


11:00 am 
1:01 pm 


April 30, 1965 
Dept. President announces 1700 Marines ashore, 


Nuncio still active trying bring opposing sides 
together, praised U.S. for performing humanitarian 
action in sending Marines. 


Dept. Magnet, Chilean OAS Amb., called Bunker, 


The Brazilian Ambassador was again 
briefed by State. 


Reported OAS call for ceasefire and 
neutral zone and urged Embassy to per- 
suade compliance and solicit assistance 
diplomatic corps. 


Bunker arranged with Mora to fly to DR, 


British Embassy reports appalling situation. Streets 
full of dead. No water in hospitals where halls 
filled with wounded. Street fighting continues as 
does reign terror, 


Two hours earlier AmEmbassy attacked by snipers. Heavy 
firing at Embassy and residence all previous night. 


Dept. Mr. Mann called Mexican Ambassador to 
the U.S., Margain, later sent him copy 
of cable stating U.S. position. 


Dept. Ambassador Stewart met with Betancourt. 
Betancourt stated U.S. would be in 
embarrassing position and under increas- 
ing pressure from Latin Americans unless 
it induced OAS to move fast. He advocated 


Figueres' plan for OAS caretaker government . 


for DR with agreement of the principal 
Dominican parties, The group would be 
buttressed by token forces from OAS 
countries and would make preparations for 
elections within a short period of time. 


Dept. Bunker talked with many Latins prior OAS 
meeting. Decided no resolution on Mora 
trip - rather that Bunker would announce it. 
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Dept. Mr. Mann called the Mexican Foreign 
Minister, Carrillo Flores, and reassured 
him that we were not going back to the 

"old cays" and told him Ambassador 
Freeman would be showing him a cable 
explaining our position. 
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Dept. Special OAS Meeting. At this meeting 
Ambassador Bunker briefed the COAS re 
on the landing of U. S. airborne troops and #} 
the situation in the DR in accordance with 
our promise of keeping the Council 
informed. The Secretary General reported 
of the communications he had received from 
the Apostoiic Nuncio and his efforts to 
effect a ceasefire. At the initiative 
of the U. S., the Secretary General 
was authorized to go to Santo Domingo 
to establish an initial OAS presence 
and to prepare the arrival of the OAS 
Committee which was expected to be 
designated by the MFM. The meeting was 
primarily informational and there was 
no discussion of OAS action. 
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Dept. Requests Embassy assure food is given to 
all factions. 


aa s 


Barricades, grenades, roadblocks, outrages, populace's 
fatigue at killing reported, 


Dept. Panama's Ambassador to the U. S.,Arias, 
called Mr. Vaughn to offer his assistance 
in the COAS. Mr. Vaughn conveyed his 
hope for a ceasefire and stated his belief 
that the most effective ceasefire would 
be through an agency of an OAS investiga- 
tive committee present in the DR. He 
said the problem remained of when such 
a group could be constitutec and sent 
ane that in the meantime the U.S. was 
establishing an international zone. 
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Radio Havana attacking Wessin savagely. Rebels 
reportedly refusing passage ambulances. Hospitals 
unable cope wounded. Police guards not at all 
Embassies, U.S. meeting request supply Lood 
Guatemalan, Ecuadorian, Mexican Embassies. 
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Lie to: pay, Ceasefire signed. Two Marines killed. Eleven 
wounded, Arms being shipped to interior. 
Ambassador Martin arrived. 


During day Dept. Ecuadoran Ambassador and Peruvian Chargé 
were briefed by a State official. 
They began to indicate their concern that 
OAS was in fact presented with a crisis, 
i.e., a threat to hemispheric stability. 
The question of contributions of military 
units was discussed as well as the. heavy 
cable trarfic between here and Ecuador 
and Peru. 
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m, Night of April 
~ 30 and Morning 
May 1 All Latin American Embassies were called 
ana briefed on Deptel 2085. 
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6:50 am 


12:59 pm. 
12:55 pm. 


1:08 pm.. 


132. omy 


During day 


3:00 pin, 


May 1, 1905 


Need more ships for evacuees. 


Diplomatic Corps Santo Domingo resents Nuncio 
because he acted without them and is believed 
duped by leftists, Ambassador wanted an LA 
Ambassador's signature on ceasefire but no space 
helicopter, Now none will sign. Colombian 
Ambassador says he so worried communist influence 
he against ceasefire and had informed GOC. 
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Martin present. City quieter in night. 
Nuncio read ceasefire, 
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Telephones out, Electric plant under rebel attack. 


fn ere oe 


More troops needed. 


Pree 


Some U. S. businessmen have changed minds re 
evacuation, have sent families out. 
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Rumors rebels re-arming during ceasefire. 


Dept. Substantially some conversations as 
before were held with the Ecuadorian 
Ambassador and Peruvian Ambassador 
and Peruvian Chargé. 


Dept, A State official for Columbian/Venezuelan f{ - 
Affairs conversed with the Colombia Ambassa-;.' 
dor to the U. S., Uribe. Uribe said he favor! . 
ed a multilateral force and would lobby 
for it although his government hadn't 
yet commented on this position. He 
hoped the OAS would have the authority 
to determine when the international 
forces (not US.) were no Longer needed 
in the DR, 


gtert 
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After the organization of the MFM during 
the morning session, the country positions 
began to take shape. The U.S. had two 
resolutions submitted; (1) calling for 


stage at 
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the establishment of a Committee to g0 
to the DR; and (2) calling for military 
contingents from other member states. 
A Mexican resolution reaffirmed the 
duties of the member states under the 
Charter, particularly those of non- 
intervention and called upon the 

U. S. to withdraw its troops, The 
Chilean resolution also called upon 
the U. S. to end its unilateral action 
as soon as compatible with its humani- 
tarian mission. At the request of the 
Brazilian and some other delegates, a 
plea was made to separate the urgent 
matter of vetting a Conmittee appointed 
from the more doctrinal points dealing 
with the principles of the Charter, 

A compromise resolution was worked out, 
based on a portion of a Mexican draft. 
It was co-sponsored by seven member 
states (Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, 
Guatemala, Mexico, Peru and the U.S.) 
and the MFM adopted it by a vote of 
19-0-1 (Chile). 
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A Conmittee composed of Argentina, 
Brazil, Colombia, Guatemala, and 
Panama, was appointed. The U. 3S. 
arranged for transportation of the 
Committee to the Dominican Republic 
and the Committee departed from 
Washington on Sunday, May 2 at 6:30 am. 


Caamano promised Nuncio and Martin no power station 
attacks, 


Dept. The Brazil Desk Officer spoke to the 
Brazilian Ambassador suggesting Brazilian 
par ticipation in a multilateral peace 
force. We pointed out our awareness 
of internal political problems this 
might cause in Brazil, and suggested 


May 1, 1965 
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Brazil consult with other Latin 
Americans. The Ambassador responded 

to the recommendation by drafting a 
cable to his government strongly urging 
our suggested course, He declared 

that he wanted to emphasize that the 
instructions which he and the Brazilian 
Ambassador to the OAS had received 

to support the U.S. at a difficult time 
reflected a position of conscience and 
not a bargaining position, 
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Messrs. Mann, Vaughn, Sayre and 
Betancourt met at the Peruvian Embassy. 
Betancourt's position, as expressed the 
previous night, hadn't changed. 


7:05 pm, Dept. USSR asking Security Council meeting. 
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2432-pit. 500 evacuated today. 
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8:17 pm. Extremists reported ready to fight on for return 
Bosch. Several thousand armed civilians. 


Doar ar crraae 


11:30 pm. Dept. The Brazilian Ambassador called the 
. Brazilian Desk Officer to exchange 
information. 
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3:51 a.m. 


4:59 sae 


5347 a.m. 


May 25° 1965 


Dept. OAS team arriving. Empowered to in- 
vestigate "all aspects" DR situation 
and submit report with recommendations 
ASAP. Embassy to render assistance as 
requested, 


Sec Gen Mora arrived, offered all facilities, made 
general remarks pro-U.S., told group of OAS 
resolution establishing ISZ. 


Martin makes second SitRep: Reports meeting with 
Caamano at rebel Hq. May 1. Caamano stated people 
want Bosch back, that he and other Bosch supporters 
are in full control of 25,000 armed men; that rebels 
will honor cease-fire and agree to ISZ as mapped, 
Martin says Caamano "dangerous man," intelligent, 
crafty. Could become DR's Castro. Not crazy, as 
some think, , 


Martin reports: Rebellion began as pro-Bosch, now 
taken over by military and Castroistite extremists 


who are effective leaders, No political revolution . 


now in sight; cease-fire now in effect but very 
shaky. "Hate and fanaticism all sides make it 
probable that further military action will be 
necessary." 


SitRep: 700 persons evacuated Saturday, in ratio 
1:4 A/Cs to non-A/Cs. City relatively quite by 
May 1 nightfall; rest of country calm. 


Nuncio and Mora thank President Johnson, Embassy 
passed quite night and day; no attacks, 


Mora requested inform Caamano of impending move 
establish corridor across city by U.S. troops. 
Mora concurs necessity. 


Dept. Bennett instructed tell Mora and OAS 
team that US establishing "line of 
communication between San Isidro and 
ISZ, to obtain their concurrence if 
possible, and have them announce 
publicly the move just privx to 
movement of troops. 
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4:11 p.m. 


5:05 p.m. 


7:49 p.m. 


10:44 Dem. 


11:26 p.m. 


| May 2, 1965 
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Embassy emphasizes impartiality troops. 


Dept. Solomon appointed coordinator of 
U.S. relief effort in DR. 


Dept. Embassy requested discourage Wessin's 
identification of U.S. with himself. 


OAS team arrived. 


As of 8:00 p.m., 2500 - 3000 evacuees taken out 
by U.S., of which 1500 U.S. citizens. 
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May 3, 1965 


Bennett and General Palmer met with OAS Team 
evening May 2, obtained concurrence Link-up US 
forces. OAS team met earlier with LA Ambassadors, 
were "appalled" what they heard, stated situa- 
tion much graver than had suspected. Chairman 
OAS team thought that return to Washington might 
be most useful thing team could do; Bennett 

asked them to stay on, at least in their majority. 
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6:49 a.m. SitRep: OAS members stated they had not realized 
situation so bad in DR; US businessmen's group 
supports Embassy's interpretation of Communist 
involvement in rebellion; link-up of US forces 
via city-wide corridor effected during night; 
Caamano refused to guarantee safe passage food 
distribution trucks if identified as US. Embassy 
plans begin relief food distribution today. 
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10:00 a.m. Dept. Bunker called Brazil's Malgalhaes and 
Bolivia's Diez de Medina, 


10:00 a.m. Dept. Secretary Rusk saw Betancourt. 


12:30 p.m. OAS general committee met in closed 
- a session. Bolivia called for joint 

action on humanitarian and communist 
takeover grounds. Ecuador opposed 
unilateral action as direct violation 
of OAS Charter. Brazil announced full 
support of the U.S. resolution for 
military contingents. Bunker gave 
situation report on U.S. activities, said 
US would help transmit supplies and 
personnel from all points. The US Resolu- 
tion calling for urgent aid to DR was 
approved. 


Bunker then argued for contingents from. 
other members. He emphasized that US 
regretted no such force available in 
time, and US acted in absence such force, 
Scuador and Mexico wanted to ask Investi- 
gating Committee for more troops, but 
Argentina said troops now there should 
first be internationalized. 


L351 piems 


4:36 p.m, 
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Plenary session then opened and 
approved US Resolution for urgent aid, 


OAS Commission in unanimous agreement US action 
prevented chaos or worse. Panamanian Ambassador 
to DR states in letter to conmission chaos near 
when US intervened, recommends inter-American 
military force. . 


Dept. 


Instructs Embassy to push suggestion 
made in Embtel 1348 re getting govt. 
in DR going again, in conversations 

with OAS team, 


LA Ambassadors to DR who wish to have 
their embassies included in ISZ should 
request OAS team to seek Caamano‘s 
agreement do this, and request their 
respective FOs to support them in 
petition. No action towards extension 
of ISZ until agreement with Washington. 


General Committee of MFM met to 
consider proposed drafts. Chile opposed 
U.S. draft on ground Charter does not 
justify multilateral armed force, and 
U.S. has violated Art, 15 by unilateral 
action. Chile said meeting must 
condemn U.S. action. Colombia called 
for a truly international force under 
supreme authority of OAS. Bolivia and 
Paraguay announced support for U.S. 
draft. Ecuador wanted purposes of 
forces more precisely defined. Costa 
Rica lamented U.S. intervention but 
said system should not be paralyzed 

by elevating single principle of non- 
intervention to exclusion other 
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May 3, 1965 
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principles, particularly 

representative democracy. 

Uruguay said they would vote for with- 
drawal of U.S. troops before establish- 
ment of inter-American force and added 
present inter-American anti-communist 
instruments do not envisage mission 
outlined by the President May 2. 

Mexico reiterated that it would not 


_ legalize act it considers contrary 


to principle of non-intervention. 
Ambassador Bunker closed emphasizing 
U.S. objective was to protect lives, 
restore order, and assist in recovery 
of the DR. 


Bennett states many reports that rebels giving up 
organized resistance. Caamano apparently trying 
to work a deal with composition of Prov. Govt. 


OAS meets with junta. 


Dept. 


The Haiti desk officer met a first 
secretary of the Peruvian Embassy, 


. Augusto Bayona, at a party. Bayona 


was extremely critical of (1) the 

U.S. "lack of form" in failing to 
consult with or at least inform Latin 
American Presidents of the dispatch 

of marines, and (2) the "humanitarian" 
justification of our actions. He con-~ 
ceded that Peru is unalterably opposed 
to a "Castro takeover" but that U.S. 
procedures were so appalling they over- 
shadowed any practical results. He 
finally stated that the multilateral 
force approach idea was too late and 
that the Latins couldn't swallow such 
a transparent device for justifying 
ex post facto U.S. intervention. 
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Dept. Mr. Mann talked to Betancourt on the 
telephone re the latter's statement 
on his visit with the President today, 
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May 4, 1965 


Martin states that according to info from Gen, 
Imbert, rebel leadership mostly ready to surrender 
but fear execution by DR police, 


Bunker and Venezuela's Tejera talked 


twice. Bunker called Sevilla Sacasa. 


Bolivian Amb, to U.S. Sanjines, called 
Bolivian Desk Officer to inform him that 
Bolivia would support U.S. in OAS and UN, 


Bunker met with Venezuelan Tejera, 


neg rE Am Mebeaierumitmanete OS cena IR 8 


tec aS -s, a tk Sole, ee Rege A CE ee a wag ee ee eg eke Ler RCI AE eRe 
aie t P50 ries FE Moe ats AG RAT Lae RED OL oH a a ae STA whe ‘ 
ee oF PR SD paar wee TT ee ; a or 
- She ee Sy Ee ky aa eee aes te Senate See eee ee ae J : 
: c 2 ey silenced eine Ih : : é: os ~ Ba apply tie a om 
: na 3 ¥ Ss . oe: ies tener et hy SEH lg MN PG EE a ths ‘ies Pe = Biel aide eect ead _ 
dud “SRST SY aaerig ree ad re € bes aap ae os Bat ty es * 


Ecuadoran Amb. to U.S. Larrea, called 
Ecuador Desk Officer to see if Dept. had 
any information confirming rumors the 
former had heard that Rio Conference 
might be postponed, He was told we had 
not heard rumor and had no information, 


Rundown on food shipment distribution and medical 
supplies given. Military situation much quieter ~ 
6 killed, 49 wounded in combat since April 29, 


Dept. Haiti's Forcign Minister Chalmers and 
Haitian Ambassador to the U.S. Theard 
saw Mr. Vaughn and indicated their 
complete support of the U.S. position, 


Mr. Mann talked with Pres, Betancourt 
on the latter's statement on his visit 
with the President yesterday, 


The Acting Representative of Argentina 

to the COAS, Gobbi, called Amb, Bunker's 
deputy who informed Gobbi we were con- 

tinuing negotiations with Venezuela and 5 
Colombia and were hoping for a satisfactory 
formula. . : 


Amb, Bunker's deputy, Ward Allen, called 

the DR Ambassador to the OAS, Bonilla ae 
Atiles, to give him Embassy Santo Domingo's .. 
reply to Bonilla's idea to send 30 5 
Dominican doctors to the DR, 
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Panama's Ambassador Arias telephoned the 
Panama Desk Officer to state his belief 
that on the multilateral forces issue, 

he could count on 12 votes in favor of the 
U.S. resolution and 3 definitely opposed 
(Chile, Uruguay, Mexico). Arias thought 
Colombia might support us, in which case 

- Peru and Ecuador might also. 
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Amb. Bunker and Mr, Allen called Amb. 
Sevilla-Sacasa (Nicaragua) to arrange 
for postponement of the OAS meeting 
from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m, 


2:15 p.m. Amb. Bunker and Mr. Allen met with 

Venezuela's Ambassador Tejera to 
discuss Amb. Bunker's statement and 
the paragraph 3 change. 


2:27 pem White House Sit. Room reports telecon 


with Bowdler in SD, stating OAS Com- 
mission's reconmendation to MFM that 
multi-national force be set up at 
disposition OAS, 


' 2330 p.m. Bunker again met with Venezuela's Tejera. 


wee 


2:45 p.m. The Brazil Desk Officer called the 
° Brazilian Ambassador, Malgalhaes, to 
tell him Gov. Harriman and Brazil's 
President were lunching together today 
to discuss the DR. Amb, Malgalhaes again 
reiterated his support of U.S, position, 


oth pdiees eae ga Ss secegeate phage vi ee prenee # spans ane Ce! Ao seme cue om etme Sem gn 4 ge AS 
de hoc Se ae la aoe: eer = 1 Pn ’ oo 
este Paw ee ect av Det adpewendrasanpileesmiansiene aS s.r pveeesiatmeentegen teste ivabrot tne eset teen lean teen San mri atarnaman anata Wm, att Ca Oi land: © ne ta eae 
ar YF ge oo ecules z 7 « om eee: oe ahs ; 
ones git, tvs Scis ot : " 


2:56 p.m. | Bennett reports receipt OAS team request for 
extension ISZ to protect all embassies in SD, 


3:00 p.m. Dept. Gobbi of Argentina called Amb. Bunker's’ 
deputy, Allen, again. When Allen gave 
him the new paragraph 3 and the statement 
Amb, Bunker would make, Gobbi replied it 
was magnificent, 
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Dept. The Uruguayan Chargé, Galbiati, called 
the Uruguay Desk to ask whether Amb. 
Harriman was going to Uruguay. He 
was told we had recommended such a 
stop. He was asked what would be the 
position of the Uruguayan Delegate to 
the UNSC and he replied that he was 
opposed to intervention in any form. 
Galbiati doubted, though, that Uruguay 
would introduce a resolution and we 
expressed the hope that Uruguay would 
take the position of her Foreign 
Minister, i.e., that while the SC had 
a legal right to interest itself in a 
matter under OAS consideration, the SC 
does not necessarily always find it 
convenient to do so. 
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Haiti's Chalmers and Theard saw Secretary 
Rusk and indicated their complete support 
of the U.S. position. 
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The Brazilian Minister Carvalho e Silva 
telephoned a Brazil Desk Officer to 
State that the reports he had received 
_ were that the OAS meeting would consider 
various proposals, that each would be 
discussed but that no voting would take 
place until discussion of all proposals 
had been completed. He assumed, there- 
fore, that voting on the "joint U.S./ 
Brazil Proposal'' would not take place 
today and inquired whether this was 
what the Desk Officer had in mind when 
speaking with Amb. Magalhaes earlier in 
the day. He was told that the officer 
had not referred specifically to a 
"Joint U.S./Brazil proposal" but had 
merely indicated generally that voting 
would probably not take place during 
today's afternoon session, 
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Between 5:30 Dept. Prior to and during the MFM meeting, 
and 9:00 p.m. the U.S. delegation had the following 
contacts: 


1) Minister Simon Arboleda (Colombia) 
stated Colombia's idea to propose an 
impartial inter-American force under 
the OAS. The OAS would decide the 
number of troops and duration of their 
stay but that U.S. withdrawal of troops 
should not be a precondition to passage 
of the resolution. 


2) DR Ambassador Hebron and Minister 
Gonzalez expressed dismay that a new 
government had been formed by the 

rebels and that at least Venezuela 

might recognize it, They said Caamafio's 
election might be challenged since the 
sane Congress had only last week elected 
a provisional president who had since 
taken asylum in an embassy, presumably 
without resigning his post. 
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3) Haiti's Ambassador to OAS, Baguidy, 
discussed emergency aid. 
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4) It was impressed upon Brazil's First 
Secretary Pinto the essentiality of VAS 
states making troops available to the OAS. 
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5) Peruvian Secretary Sabogal and 
Mexican Advisor Borrego criticized the 
U.S. for intervention, said we were not 
there for humanitarian reasons only and 
that the Rio Treaty rather than Article 
39 MFM was the proper vehicle. 
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Dept. The General Committee of MFM met. They 
agreed all future meetings would be 
public. The report of the OAS investi- 
pative committee in the DR was read and 
included a statement that the committee 
believed it would be useful for OAS 
members to establish an inter-American 
military force under the OAS. Amb. 
Bunker reported U.S. emergency food and 
medical contributions. Peru quoted its 
Senate's and House's resolutions criti- 
cizing U.S. action and the inter-American 
forces idea. Mexico recounted the 
history of the principle of non-inter- 
vention and said the Dominicans can 
decide their form of government without 
interference. They were convinced 
inter-American principles would be re- 
affirmed and the American crisis over- 
come. Ecuador stated it would not 
support unilateral or multilateral inter- 
vention on-the grounds the Charter does 
not permit preventive action and MFM was 
an improper forum to conclude a new 
agreement authorizing such action. 
Ecuador said it would vote for the 
Mexican resolution calling for troop 

‘withdrawal. Costa Rica stated that 
the DR's life was at stake and the OAS 
must act, noting that the DR had not 
protested intervention. Chile asked 
the OAS committee to report on whether 
or not the DR had requested unilateral 
or collective action. Venezuela called. 
for OAS action, said troop withdrawal would 
be disastrous, that communist involvement 
provided a real danger. Brazil strongly 
supported the U.S. draft and said the 
Mexican resolution was superseded by 
collective actions already authorized. 
Salvador favored adoption of the U.S. 
draft with amendments. Colombia called 
for an inter-American forces under OAS 
and a cessation of criticisms of the U.S. 
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The DR rep thanked supporters of the 

U.S. resolution, said he represented 

the military junta headed by Col. Benoit. 
Amb. Bunker closed with plea to accept 
the Committee recommendation for combined 
military 2 ae 
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Bennett and Bowdler report new cease-fire draft 
by OAS team, to be presented to Caamano and 
Col. Benoit of Junta;/ OAS asks for U.S. coopera~ 
tion with its terms. — 
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Text OAS memos to U. S. Ambassador reporting 
agreement both sides to negotiate ceasefire. 
Says U. S. cooperation indispensible. 


12:19 am OAS requests U. S. Assistance evacuation asylees. 
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2:03 am ' Food Stocks exhausted but U. S. supplying at 
distribution centers. Backlog in evacuation. 
International zone extended, 


3:50 am. Insufficient troops protect Guatemalan Embassy 
located outside zone. OAS planning return 
Washington as soon as Act of Santo Domingo signed. 
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8:45 am Brazil desk office called Brazilian 
Ambassador Malgalhoes to report on 
Harriman's meeting with Brazil's 
President. Malgalhoes reiterated support 
U.S. 


a 


nabreogereunrmipsgnyt geste ee a 


t 
i ‘ 
i 

i 

i 

i 

j 

i 

: 

i 

i 

se Md 
4 
? 

ry 

} 

Hi 

i 

t 


10:00 am Mr. Vaughn's office called Malgalhoes 
; ae to express gratitude for Brazil's 
support. 


10:30 am State Officer called daughter of 
Ecuador's Ambassador in DR to report 
latter OK, 
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10:45 am Increasing number of weapons being turned in 
U. S. checkpoints, Three Marine battalions 
ashore, one landing. Food still scarce, 


11:00 am Dept. Costa Rican Ambassador Facio called 
the Central American desk officer to 
report on his OAS speech and request that 
the President see Figueres. 


11:10 am The Ecuador desk officer called Ecuador's 
Ambassador Larrea to inform him safety 
zone now includes Ecuadorian Embassy 
in the DR. In response Larrea's 
questions, officer confirmed connection 
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between Castro and Caamano and stated 
we assumed his conference would be held 
as scheduled, 


Mr. Mann saw Betancourt, Figueres and 
Gonzalo Facio re Betancourt's proposals 
on DR. 


Panama's Ambassadors A-vias and Calimari 
reported to Panama officer that despite 
criticisms of U. S. LA countries glad 
U. S. moved in. Thought if Colombia 
supported U. S. Peru and Ecuador might, 
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1:11 pm, Embassy urging formation provisional government 
junta or OAS will need establish one, Caamano says 
military leaders will accept anything worked out. 
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2:00 pm. Dept. Betancourt reported to State's Ambassador 

; Stewart his belief the U.S. multilateral 
force resolution would pass. He confirmed 
he, Figueres and Munos Marin had en- 
couraged acceptance of the resolution, 
He said the Chilean and Peruvian Ambassadors 
had agreed to nominate Betancourt and 
Lleras Camargo as OAS commissioners if U. S. 
resolution on this passed, Venezucla 
would nominate Fipueres and U.S, would 
nominate Munoz Marin, 
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_ 3:40 pm, | e The Ecuador desk officer informed Larrea, 
| : their Ambassador to U. 8., of a cable 
we'd sent for them and evacuation plans 
for Ecuadorians, 
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Chile officer was told by Chilean Ampassador 
Tomic that U. S, showed complete disregard 
for OAS, that U. S. could have influenced 
and could still influence any government 

in DR, that Communist- controlled government } |. 
could not emerge, that U. S. and Chile should’: 
seek viable political solution. Tomic 
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denied Chilean Ambassador Magnet stated 
U.S. should be punished. Desk Officer 
rebutted and warned U.S. goodwill to 
Chile jeopardized by Chilean actions, 


Brazil desk officer telephoned Malgalhoes 
with situation report. Malgalhoes indi- 
cated he had to stiffen back of Brazil's 
OAS Representative Penna Marinho to get 
latter to fully support U.S. 


Bolivia's Ambassador Sanjines called on 
Mr. Vaughn and reported President 
Johnson's expressing gratitude for 
Bolivia's support. 


During day 
10:30 am = 6:00 pm Dept. Bunker and Allen in constant session : 
with Colombian Ambassador Oribe, ae 
Argentine Delegate Gobbi, Costa Rican e 
Ambassador Facio, and Venezuelan 
Ambassador Tejera. 


Dept. officer told by Ecuador's OAS 
Ambassador that he disliked both U.S. 
and Chile proposals due fear permanent " 
inter-American armed force would develop, 


Bunker aide talked with Ambassador Be 
Clairmont, El Salvador, to insure support te 
OAS Force and opposition to proposal id 
seat a representative Caamano group. 


Prior to and during OAS meeting, Bunker 
aide had following contacts: 


Between 9:30 pm 
and 2:45 am 


1) Complimented Paraguayan delegate - 
Yodice on his statement support during a 
previous session. Yodice gave substance 
his much stronger statement he instructed 
to give along with his favorable vote at 
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this session. 


it 
( 2) Melo of Argentina seemed hard-put p 
aecent likelihood amended US resolution is 
would be adopted. Feared if GAS “ 
condoned US action, even Argentina might 

some day have reason to fear intervention, 


(3) Talked to Honduran Ambassador Midence re 
position on US draft and noted he had not 
made statement during the preceding two A 
meetings of the General Committee. He 
described briefly nature of his statement =. 
for session about to start, 2 


10:30 pm. Dept. Bunker aide conversed with Ambassador we 
Jacome, Ecuador, to urge shift from 
negative position, With the Operations 
Center, arranged telephone conversation ie 
of Jacome with his Fon Min, in Ecuador, 7 
He made speech against before conversation .- 
with Quito, and could not change later, oa 


7:50 a.m. 


Chronology of Telephone Coversations 


on Dominicar, Republic Coup 
Apri 255. 1965 


Chargé Connett called to report that the situation 
in the DR had taken an extremely ugly turn. Large 
groups of undisciplined people which in effect 
constituted mobs were parading through the down town, 
city streets calling for the overthrow of the Reid — 
government and the return of former President Juan . 
Bosche. Elements of the army that have joinec the 
rebellion were reported to be handing out guns to 
anti-government civilians. Electric power has eee 
cut off throughout the city and the radio stations; 
are not broadcasting. Reid still in the Palace i 
has asked the Embassy (through one of the Attachés) © 
whether there is anything we, the U.S., can do. 


Connett and Crockett agreed that from the practical, 


standpoint there doesn't seem to be anything we 
could do at the present time. Fibron has been put. 
on an alert status but is some 24 hours steaming . 
distance away from the DR. It was agreed that Con- 
nett should go back to Reid and tell him that-we 
did‘not know what we might be in a position to. do 
in his behalf, asking him specifically what he has 
in mind. 


me 


Connett was asked whether he thought the Ambassador 
should attempt to return to Santo Domingo from Georgia 


or whether the Ambassador should come on to Washington. ~~~ 


Connett noted that Santo Domingo airport is closed 
and it would be difficult, if not impossibie, for the 
Ambassador to get sacx. Under che circumstances 
probably the best course for Bennett would be to 

come to Washington as soon as possible. 


Conner. feels developmencs within the next 12 hours 
will be decisive -- tne situation is very dange-ous 
now ~- public order hes broken down entirely -- it 


wee 


may be impossible to avoid pioodshed. 
Mr. Sayre was called and briefed. He is coming in. 


Ambassador Bennett briefed by telephoned at hi 
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parenacs' yvesidence. Ee csked for help in getting 
early reservations from Atlanta to Washington, 
This task was assigned to Mr, Lippincott. 


cites 
pear eqns tet. ws 


The Operations Center contacted the Secretary. He 
asked for and was given a briefing by Mr. Crockett. 
The Secretary will be in the Department at 10:00 a.m, 
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Mr. Mann briefed by telephone. He will be in later 
this morning. 


General Fondrin of DIA briefed. He is on his way 
to DOD. 


Mr. Sayre reviewed all telegrams and fully briefed. 
He has asked for a meeting with Fondrin, CIA, INR, 
Vallimarescu and Mr. Mann and other immediately 
connected which is being scheduled for 11:00 a.m. 
in the Operations Center Conference Room. 


Connett reports that a large mob is marching on the 
Presidential Palace armed with sticks and some guns 
passed out by rebellious military forces. Connett 

has been in touch with Reid and has given him our 
preliminary reply to his imprecise request. Reid 
asked Connett to join him in the Presidential Palace, ‘ 
Connett found the situation there very tense, very 


taut, but calm, Troops and tanks in evidence 
around Palace but inactive. 
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Reid complained that tne armed forces training center 
and the San Cristobal Garrison had responded =o 
niggardly to his recuest for support. They cus 
token forces into town but are keeping most c- 
troops at their respective bases. Inadequate ni 
that have come intc the city to maintain orcer 
not taking resolute accion. 
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mibitary June 2de up of officers who have not 
been invoived in insurrection. 


Reid opposes 
this very strong A 


ly -- says ne is determined to stay on, 
At same time he wishes to avoid bloodshed and recog- 
mizes that if he is to remain in power bloodshed 

will be inevitable under the circumstances. Connect 


urged Reid to do everything within his power to 
avoid bloodshed. 


Reid agrees that there appears to be little the 

U.S. can do at the moment to support his position. 

He did ask Connett if the Embassy would use its 

good offices in urging dissident military lcaders 

to fall in line behind the government. Connett 

will do what he can directly and through the Attachés. 
Liaison with rebel elements very poor and Connett 


doubts Embassy in position to be much influence on 
them. 


More moderate elements of PRD have been in touch 
with Embassy including following: Fernandez Marmol; 
Nicolas Morgan Satch; Antonio Martinez Francisco. 


They wish to form government but are unwilling to 

move unless Embassy will support them by being present 
at negotiations. Crockett told Connett we should 
steer completeiy clear of anything like this. 


Embassy has report from very reliable source (but 
unconfirmed) that Reid will resign and turn govern- 
ment over to military junta made up of Air Force 
oxficers. Only name he nas is a colonel Dr. Emilio 
Fernandez (unknown to Embassy). 
Embassy has learned Srom Guatemai 
Soniila Aybar, General kemirez Al 
Marin have taken 

malans report Large ROL Embassy clamosing 
for Bonilla Aybar's s« The Guatemalans have re- 
quested additional ; ice protection which hau aoc, 
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Connett has requested avcitional protection for oar 
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10:30 a.m. 


10:35 a.m. 


10:40 a.m. 


11:00 a.m. 


11:20 a.m.-: 
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Embassy but as yet has had no response. 


Called Mr. Vallimarescu -- briefed him on develop- 
ments -- he will come in. 


Called Wright of P area -- briefed him -- he has 
had no queries from press as yet. 


Attempted to call Mr. Ball without success. 


Dominican Ambassador Bonilla's wife reports to 
Shlaudeman that Bonilla has talked with Reid and 
Caceres by long distance. They will resign in 
favor of a military junta in order to avoid blood- 
shed. 


S/S wants Reed-Bundy briefing paper for delivery 
to White House no later than 12:15 p.m. Shlaudeman 
will do. 


Meeting convened operations Center Conference Room, 
Current briefing provided. 
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Crockett briefed Mr. Bail. 


Recuest made of FBI liaison that FBI confirm present 
whereabouts of both Bosche and Balaguer --keep Depart- | 
ment apprised of their movements. FBI will do. 


Connett reports PRD in control of Presidentia: Palace 
and Santo Domingo ‘Yadio which is back on air. 

Situation could change abruptly but as of the moment 
PRD wave very strong. Embassy has good report 
Molina Urrefia to be sworn in as provisional por 
DAF plane being prepe.ceu to pick Boshe up in $ 
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Military confused and divided. #mbassy has litcle. 
everage in dealing with military at moment but 
stressing need for mizitary to close ranks anu 
order. Connett does not tnink we could sztov ro 
from returning to DR even if we tried. He free ts 


as 


it would be counterproductive for 
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4:45 pom, 


5200 pais 


feels worst 
Bosche end 


Secretary briefed. tends to agree with Mr. Ball's 
assessment, 


CIA reports he has sport Molina Urrenta will be 
sworn in as provisional president pending Bcsche's 
return. 


Mr. Lippincott has report from FBI confirming Molina 
Urrefia will be sworn in as provisional president. 


Connett reports Dominican Air Force reports De Los 
Santos and senior officers of Dominican Air Force 
appalled at prospect of Bosche's return. Former 
indecision within Air Force resolved and DAF has joined 
armed forces training center and Dominican Navy 

in united front opposing Bosche's return. All three 
services will reportedly fight before they allow 

Bosche back, 


Bedlam continues in Palace and there is absolutely 
no authority in city. Mobs roaming down town area -- 
sacking business establishment of triumvira 

porters, 


Efforts continue to form military junta but Connect 
feels there is considerable doubt about outcome this 
effort. 


Milton Brown of CiA orieted by Crocxett. 


Connete. Sev0rcs foee Ts. alterale. now elreiu 
Palace in show of vorce. De Los Sancos has _~ 
Colonel Hernando Ramirez (miltary rebel leacar 
ULtCimacum to- fori a Locary junta. fo -take.oves 
Via Molina Urrong, 
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broken up without cifficulty. Mob action has not 


been directed at American personnel or U.S. estab- 
lishments. 
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Connett submitting report of nun 


moer OL pexsons chat 
would be involved in tne event evacuation cecomes 
necessary. 


The Air Force has closed ranks solidly behind 
De Los Santos in opposing Bosche's return. 
5:10 p.m. Mr. Sayre called White House Situation Room to 


brief Secretary, Mr. Ball and Mr. Mann on foregoing 
report. 


5:15 p.m. Davidson reports Balaguer has decided he will 


attempt to return to DR and has asked his followers 


there if Dominican Air Force will send plane to 
bring him back. 
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Reid still in Palace under arrest. There is no 


authority in the Palace or in the city of Santo 


Domingo. Number casualties thus far are 10 dead 
and 20-30 wounded. 


Connett reports two F-5is have been observed from 
Embassy making strafing runs at Palace using .50 
caliber machine guns. Embassy has reliable but 
unconfirmed reports that Army Headquarters at 27th: 
of February Base has also been strafed. 


au 


Mr. Sayre has provided White House Situation Room 
with current briefing. 
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Shlaudeman has received report Casas Novas and Mui 


and u 
nave chartered Carib Air plane and are ready to f1 
to DR but thus far Carib Air has not been aucn 
to make the flight by Dominican authorities, 
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Connett reports the 
last hour or .o. 


but still no cener 


nas been no snooting Fo. the 
aus quieted down consiaeredly 
avucnority. Dé.ng exercised, 


Pay e 


Prospects of negotiations petween the dissicent 
elements have improved in the last couple of aours. 
Military leaders who turned on the government are 
becoming concerned about situation; some now realized 
they played into hands of communists and ere seeking 
rapprochement with non-rovcl Military bDioc. 


Embassy believes Reid and Caceres are unharmed 
although they are in custody within the Palace 
which is in hands of extremist elements. Caceres' 
wife had lunch with him today and he reports he 

is being well treated. 


Fabio Herrera has informed Embassy he will take 
asylum. He wishes to apply for US visa, Thevs 

ave still large crowds in down town are. One of 

these is gathered at the Santo Domingo end of the 
Ozama Bridge. A group of rebel military controis 
several artillery pieces are still in place at the 
Bridge. Connett expects that there will be an 
attempt to knock these field pieces out of commission 
tomorrow morning. 


General Montaz Guerrero is strongly opposed to the 
return of General Bosche -- he is in touch with 
the still rebellious elements in the army and is 
reportedly taking strong line with them. 


Embassy has reports that many members of 14th of 
June Party are circulating in town with 
machine guns. Chief of Police Despradel stiil 
reluctant to take strong measures, He compiai 
there is no authority to back him up. 
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PRD radio station is back on the aiz. Taped speech 
by Bosche has Just been sroadcast in which Bosche 
says in summary: GeLe: = 
Finest sour. You have 
your place in cCominicen a 

faith--I will return. Meanwhile, follow Colon. 
Hernando's leadership. Mou.ii Urrefia is tne =r0- 
visional president pendiny 
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Conmett continues co ce riously concerned by 
eveat activity on the part of prominent communists, 
many of whom have been in the Palace all day. 

He is using this fact co sober dissident ele :cnts 
o£ the Dominican siuwy anu c1cy 2fs Socom < 
increasingly concer:.cd. Csnmett continues to 
press Despradel to taxe firm measures in restoring 
order. Despradel complains that his capabilities 
are extremely limited in the circumstances but he 
too is deeply concerned about Communist promenence 
in today's actions. Despradel may be preparing to 
take a stronger position. 
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OAS ACTIONS 


April 27: 
1. Uruguayan Awbassador to OAS (Oribe) met with Vaughn. 


2. Bunker consulted other GAS members. 


3. IAPC meeting; Dominican Ambassador reports. 


April 28: 


1. Regular meeting of COAS; Dominican Ambassador makes 
report, highlighting Communist involvement. 


2. Department notifies all Ambassadors to OAS of Marine 
landings. 


3. U.S. requests special COAS meeting. 


April 29/30: 


: 1. Bunker tells COAS Special Beene ‘of reasons for 
Marine landing. 


2. COAS message to Papal Nuncio requesting he arrange 
cease-fire, 


3. Discussion of MFM; U.S. proposes MFM for April 30. 
4. COAS adopts resolution, in part reading; 

"1, To convoke, pursuant to Articles 39 and 40 
of the Charter of the Organization of American States, 
a Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs of the American Republics for May 1, 1965. 


"2. To approve as the agenda of this Meeting the 
following: 


‘Serious situation created by the armed strife 
in the Dominican Republic.'" 
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5. COAS adopts second resolution: 


"1. To reiterate the call of April 29, 1965 upon 
all the authorities, the political groupings, and the 
opposing forces to pursue immediately all possible 
means by which a cease-fire may be established and all 
hostilities and military operations suspended in order 
to prevent any further tragic loss of life or injury 
as well as material damages in the sister Dominican 
Republic. 
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"2. To maka an urgent appeal to the same au- 
thorities, political groupings, and forces on both 
sides to permit the immediate establishment of an 
international neutral zone of refuge, encompassing 
the geographic areasof the city of Santo Domingo 
immediately surrounding the embassies of foreign 
governments, the inviolability of which will be 
respected by all opposing forces and within which 
nationals of all countries will be given safehaven. 


"3, To inform the Security Council of the United 
Nations of the text of this resolution pursuant to 
Article 54 of the United States Charter." 


6. Late afternoon, April 30, Bunker reports to OAS 
on additional U.S. troop landings. 


7. COAS passes resolution: 


"To authorize the Secretary General of the 
Organization to extend the appropriate invitation 
to the Secretary General of the United Nations to 
the Tenth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs." 


8. COAS approves travel of Mora to DR to prepare 
for arrival OAS Committee. 


Mate Gea ye he ET RT 


MFM (Tenth Meeting of Consultation) convenes. 


2. MFM passes resolution establishing, and assigning 
mission to, 5-Nation Committee; 


"1, Decides to establish a special committee 
composed of representatives of the following five 
member states: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, 
Guatemala, and Panama. 


"2. Instructs the Committee to go immediately to 
the city of Santo Domingo, to do everything possible 
to obtain the re-establishment of peace and normal 
conditions, and to give priority to the following 
two functions: 
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"a. To offer its good offices to the Dominican 
armed groups and political groups and to 
diplomatic representatives for the purpose. 
of obtaining urgently: : 


"41. A cease-fire; and 


"41. The orderly evacuation of persons who 
have taken asylum in diplomatic missions 
and of all foreign citizens who desire to 
leave the Dominican Republic; and 


"“b, To investigate all aspects of the current 
situation in the Dominican Republic that led 
to the convocation of this Meeting. 


"3. Requests the Committee to submit a report to 
the Meeting, as soon as possible, on the progress of its 
work, with the conclusions and recommendations that it 
may consider appropriate. 


"4. Requests the governments of the member states 
and the Secretary General of the Organization of American 
States to extend their full cooperation in order to. 
facilitate the work of the Committee. 
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"5, Instructs the Secretary General of the 
Organization of American States to transmit to the 
Security Council of the United Nations the text of 

‘this resolution, in accordance with the provisions 
of Article 54 of the Charter of the United Nations." 


3. U.S. proposes member states send military con- 
tingents to DR. 


May 2: 


1. Special 5-Nation Committee arrives Santo Domingo 
on U.S. military aircraft. 


1. Committee reports foodstuffs, medicines urgently 


needed, 


2. MEM approves resolution: 
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"To address an urgent appeal to all member states 
to place at the disposal of the General Secretariat 
of the Organization of American States, to the extent 
of their capabilities, trained medical personnel, food, 
medicines, the medical supplies to be sent immediately 
to the Dominican Republic for the humanitarian purpose 
of giving succor to the population of that country, 
according to their needs and without regard to their 
participation in the disturbances.” 
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May 5: 


1. 5-Nation Committee works out agreement called "Act 
of Santo Domingo" between "Constitutionalists"” and Military 
Junta; Act ratifies April 30 cease-fire; confirms establish- 
ment of International Safety Zone (on May 3): 


"1. The Parties who sign the present Act ratify 
the cease-fire agreement signed on April 30 last. 
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"2. The Parties accept the establishment of a 
safety zone in the city of Santo Domingo, demarcated 


. within the boundaries indicated on the map attached 


to this document and signed by the same Parties who 
sign the present Act, ; 


"3, The Parties bind themselves especially to 
respect this safety zone, within which there is 
guaranteed, in the manner that the Organization of 
American States may deem appropriate, adequate pro- 
tection and safety for all persons found within that 
zone of refuge. 


"4, The Partles undertake to give all necessary 
facilities to the International Red Cross or to the 
international agency that the Organization of American 
States may designate to carry out in any part of the 
city of Santo Domingo or of the Dominican Republic the 


distribution of food, medicine, and medical and hospital 
equipment that are being sent as a result of the appeal 
made by the Tenth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs. They also undertake to provide all 
facilities required by the Organization of American 
States so that medical and sanitary personnel sent by 
the governments can be transported to any point in the 
city of Santo Yomingo or Dominican territory, to 
perform their services. 


"5. The Parties undertake to provide all necessary 
safety measures for the evacuation of asylees in foreign 
embassies or diplomatic missions who so request of them. 


"6. The Parties undertake to respect the diplomatic 
missions and to offer all cooperation necessary to 
guarantee the safety of all personnel of those missions 
and of asylees or refugees therein. 


"7, The Parties declare that they accept and 

recognize the full competence of the Special Committee 
appointed by the Tenth Meeting of Consultation of 
‘Ministers of Foreign Affairs, for purposes of the 
faithful observance of what is agreed to in this 
Agreement.” 
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‘1, MEM approves resolution establishing Inter-American 
Force (later Inter-American Peace Force - IAPF): 
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"1, To request governments of member states that 
are willing and capable of doing so to make contingents 
of their land, naval, air or police forces available to 
the Organization of American States, within their capa- 
bilities and to the extent they can do so, to form an 
inter~-American force that will operate under the au- 
thority of this Tenth Meeting of Consultation. 


"2, That this Force will have as its sole purpose, 
in a spirit of democratic impartiality, that of coopera 
ting in the restoration of normal conditions in the 
Dominican Republic, in maintaining the sacurity of its 
imhabitants and the inviolability of human rights, and 
in the establishment of an atmosphere of peace and 
consiliation that will permit the functioning of 
democratic institutions, 


"3. To request the commanders of the military con- 
tingents that make up this Force to work out directly 
among themselves and with a committee of this Meeting 
the technical measures necessary to establish a Unified 
Command of the Organization of American States for the 
coordinated and effective action of the Inter-American 
Force. In the composition of this Force, an effort 
will be made to see that the national contingents 
shall be progressively equalized. 


ie SP SRE RGA A AE Ri Ee IRR aR LA BBB nlc Ait nein eld ABO Seton Peas 


"4, That at such time as the Unified Command of 
the Organization of American States shall have deter- 
mined that the Inter-American Force is adequate for 
carrying out the purposes set forth in the resolution 
adopted by this Meeting on May 1, 1965, the full re- 
sponsibility of fulfilling these purposes shall be 
assumed by that Force. 


"5. That the withdrawal of the Inter-American 
Force from the Dominican Republic shall be determined 


by this Meeting of Consultation. 
"6, 
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"6. To continue in session in order to keep the 
_ gituation under review, to receive the report and 
_ recommendations of the Special Committee, and in the 
light thereof to take the necessary steps to facilitate 
the prompt restoration of democratic order in the 
Dominican Republic. 


"?. To inform the Security Council of the United 
Nations of the text of this resolution." 
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May 7: 


1. 5-Nation Committee returns, presents long report 
to MFM. (Ambassadors orally report on Communism in rebel 
movement.) Recommendation in written report: 


ONE ere 


"1, Designation of a permanent technical military 
group in the city of Santo Domingo to supervise the 
cease-fire and other measures agreed upon by the 
parties in the Act of Santo Domingo. 
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"2, Designation of another qualified group to 
organize humanitarian aid to the Dominican people and 
evaluation of the most urgent needs with regard to 
food, medicine, and hospital equipment. 


"3. Study and planning of the Inter-American 
Force created by the Resolution of May 6, 1965 of the 
Tenth Meeting of Consultation, in order to assure it 
the best conditions of operation and efficiency. 


"4. To empower the Special Commission to establish 
coordination among all these elements and activities in 
the Dominican Republic in order to attain the goals set 
forth in the resolutions approved by the Tenth Meeting 
of Consultation." 


( 
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1. MPM passes resolution; 


"1. To express the thanks of this Meeting to the 
Special Committee established by the resolution of 
May 1, 1965, for the outstanding work it has done 
to date. 


"2. To continue the existence of that Committee 
so that it may carry out the tasks that were assigned 
to it in that resolution. 


"3. To request that Committee to assume the 
functions assigned to the committee referred to in 
paragraph 3 of the operative part of the resolution 
adopted on May 6, 1965." 
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May 11: 


1. 5-Nation Special Committee returns to Santo 
Domingo, 


May 14: 


1. Bunker denies charges that U.S, troops not acting 
impartially, points to rebel cease-fire violations and rebel 
political attacks on OAS. 
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2. Informal and inconclusive discussions on enlargement 
5-Nation Committee, possibly to include Betancourt, Lleras 
Camargo, Munoz Marin, 


May 18: 


1. Bunker informs MFM that "Bundy Mission" objective 
was to lend maximum assistance to OAS efforts. 


May 19: 


1. 5-Nation Committee returns to Washington, submits 
second report to MFM, recommending: 


"In order that the OAS may achieve its objectives 
within the principles of the inter-American system, 
the Special Committee feels it essential to request 
the United Nations Security Council to suspend all 
action until the regional procedures have been 
exhausted, as established in Article 52.2 of the 
United Nations Charter, in order to avoid simultaneous 
action on the part of two international organizations, 
in a way that could delay fulfillment of the noble aims 
of achieving immediate peace and normality in the 
Dominican Republic. 


"In the light of the serious situation that the 
Dominican Republic is unfortunately going through, 
the Special Committee recommends, as an immediate 
measure, that a representative of the Tenth Meeting 
of Consultation be appointed to act in the Dominican 
Republic in accordance with the resolutions the meeting 
may adopt and within the competence of the Meeting in 
accordance with the Charter of the OAS." 


2. 5-Nation Committee's mission terminated, 


1. MEM transfers 5-Nations’ Committee's functions to 
Mora (who still in Santo Domingo), by resolution: 


"1. To reiterate the gratitude of the Meeting to 
the Special Committee for the outstanding service it 
has rendered. 


"2, To entrust the Secretary General of the 
Organization of American States with carrying out 
the following activities in the Dominican Republic, 
on behalf of the Meeting of Consultation: 


"a, 
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To negotiate a strict cease-fire in accordance 
with the Act of Santo Domingo; 


To offer his good offices to the parties in 
conflict, with a view to the establishment of 
a climate of peace and conciliation that will 
permit the functioning of democratic institu- 
tions in the Dominican Republic; 
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To coordinate, insofar as relevant, action 
leading to the attainment of the objectives 
set forth in this resolution, with that which 
the Representative of the Secretary~General 
of the United Nations is undertaking; and 


To keep the Meeting duly informed of the 
negotiations he undertakes and the results 
thereof." 


May 22: 


1. MFM passes resolution further clarifying Mora's 
mission, and appointing a Committee to study the functioning 
of the IAPF; 


"]. That the Secretary General of the Organization 
of American States shall assume the functions referred 
to in paragraph 3 of the resolution adopted by this 
Meeting of Consultation on May 6, 1965. 


"2. That this Meeting shall determine the mission 
and objectives of the Inter-American Force in accordance 
with the sole purpose set forth in paragraph 2 of the 
abovementioned resolution of May 6. 


"3. To request the Government of Brazil to designate 
the Conmander of the Inter-American Force and the Govern- 
ment of the United States to designate the Deputy Commander 
of that Force. 


"4. To appoint a committee composed of those members 
designated by the President of the Tenth Meeting of Con- 
sultation to study the functioning and maintenance of 
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the Inter-American Force, and to present a report to 
the present Meeting of Consultation." 
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Brazilian and Paraguayan Foreign Ministers attend 


2. Informal discussions on establishment of new Ad Hoc 
Committee to carry on with OAS good offices to both sides. 


June 2: 


1. MFM adopts resolution on Ad Hoc Committee (Bunker, 
Penna Marinho of Brazil, and Clairmont Duenas of £1 Salvador): 


"1. To reiterate its confidence in the Secretary 
General of the Organization of American States and its 
gratitude for the way he has been carrying out the 
missions that the Council of the Organization of 
American States and the Tenth Meeting of Consultation 
entrusted to him. 


"2. To appoint and ad hoc committee made up of 
Yepresentatives of Brazil, El Salvador, and the United 
States of America ,& which will act on behalf of the 
Tenth Meeting of Consultation for the following 
purposes: 
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"a. To continue the task begun by the Special 
Comnittee and now being carried out by the 
Secretary General of providing good offices 
to all the parties, for the purpose of 
achieving the establishment of a climate 
of peace and reconciliation that will permit 


the 


"2. Ambassador Ilmar Fenna Marinho (Brazil), 
Auwbassador Ramon da Clairmont Duenas (21 Salvador), 
and Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker (United States of 
America) were designated by their respective govern- 
ments to serve on the ad hoe committee. 


ty, 
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the functioning of democratic institutions 
in the Dominican Republic and its economic 
and social recovery; 


To provide the Inter-American Force, through 
its Commander and on behalf of the Tenth 
Meeting of Consultation under whose authority 
it functions, the directives necessary for the 
effective accomplishment of that Force's sole 
purpose, as defined in paragraph 2 of the 
resolution adopted by this Meeting on May 6, 
1965; and 
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To keep the Tenth Meeting of Consultation 
duly informed of its activities and the 
results thereof." 


June 3; 


1. Ad Hoc Committee arrives in Santo Domingo; begins 
consultations. ; 


June 18; 
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1. Ad Hoc Committee presents to MFM its proposed 
solution, summarized as follows: 
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a. General elections no earlier than 6, no later 
than 9, months from that date, 
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b. OAS technical advisory election comaission to 
observe elections, verify results. Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights also to assist, investigate 
complaints of violations. 


c. IAPF, reduced to strictly necessary minimm, 
to help DR authorities in maintaining peace during 
electoral period. 


d. Full ammesty to all participants in rebellion, 
OAS to assist those who wish to leave country. Armed 
forces to return to their quarters, refrain from 
political activity. 
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e. OAS to receive custody of all arms surrendered 
by irregulars. 


f£. Provisional Government to be established, 
representing all sectors of country. 


g. OAS to assist Provisional Government in diplo- 
matic recognition, technical and economic assistance. 


h. Dominican jurists to draft Institutional Act 
(drawn from 1963 Constitution) as basis for Provisional 
Government authority. 


i. Calling of Constitutional Assembly within 6 
months after elected government takes office. 


2. MFM (at same meeting above report was presented) 
sidetracked into discussion of June 15-16 IAPF action in 
returning fire against rebel attack and extension south- 
ward of LOC. 


Mora returns to Washington. 


1. Informal MFM hears oral report from Mora who 
supported IAPF actions, U.S. financial aid through PAU, 
other aspects OAS, against criticism from Colombian 
(Vazquez Carrizosa) and others who felt MFM had not 
fully participated in some decisions. 
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STATEMENT BY AMB, BUNKER AT 
July 29, COAS MEETING 


Fl sefior PRESIDENTE: The meeting is called to order. Members of 


the Council, I have asked the Secr- tary General to call this private 


teeting of the Council in order to report on the action taken by imy 
Government in the situation which has arisen in the Dominican Republic, 
action that was taken last evening by the President ae ated of the urgent 
Situation which has developed there. The Ambassador Representative of 
the Dominican Republic has also asked to make a statement following the 
report which I have to ineke. I would Like first to read a statement 


made by the President, which was released et 0:40 p.m. last night. 


af 
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This is the statement: 


I have just concluded a meeting with the leaders of the 
Congress, and I reported to them on the serious situation in the 
Dominican Republic. I reported the decisions that this Government 
considers necessary in this situation in order to protect ‘American 
lives. The members of the leadership expressed their support to 
this decision. The United States Governnent has been informed by 
nilitary authorities in the Dominican Republic thet American lives 
ere in danger. These authorities are no longer able to guarantee 
their safety and they have reported that the assistance of military 
personnel is now needed for thet purpose. I have ordered the Sec- 
retery of Defense to put the necessary American troops ashore in 
order to zive protection to hundreds of Americans who ore still in 
the Dominican Repu»lic and to escort them safely back to this 
country. This same assistance vill be evailable to the nationals 
of other countries, some of whom have already asked our help. 


Pursuant to my instructions, LOO Marines have already landed. 
General Wheeler, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, has 
just reported to me that there have been n> incidents. We have 
appealed repeatedly in recent cays for a ceasefire between the 
contending forces of the Dominican Republic in the interests of 
@11 Dominicans and foreigners alike. I repeat this urgent appeal 
again tonight. The Council of the OAS has been advised of the 
situation by the Dominican Ambassador and the Council will be kept 
fully informed.” 


I might now explain to you the developments which led to this action. 


During the afternoon of yesterday it became apparent that a complete 
breakdown of public order had taken place in the Doiinican Republic. 
The military forces which had entered Santo Domingo had been unable to 
suppress the rebellion or to restore public order. Apparently a mixed 
group of military and civilian rebels had established strong points in 
the southeastern part of the city and had not been dislodged in spite 
of air and ground attacks. Armed civilians were reported to be roaming 
through the streets, shooting indiscriminately, and looting stores. 
The Embassy reportec that the leadershin of the rebellious forces had 
very clearly fallen into hands of extreme left-wing Castro-conmmist 
leaders, with some few army officers who were cooperating. Responsible 
supporters of Mr. Bosch and the leaders of his political party had 
abandoned the struggle and signified their desire for a ceasefire. 

Mr. Molinza Urena, who had, as you know, claimed the provisional 

. presidency with the Snaoveenens of Mr. Bosch, had taken asylum in a 
Latin American embassy. The Secretary of his party and Mr. Martinez, 
the Secretary General of the Revolutionary Denseratic Party (FRD) then 
went on the radio and asked for a ceasefire, for the resignation of 
Mr. Bosch, and for the holding of free elections according to the 
formula proposed by the Junta. At the same time the military elements 
who were opposing the rebellion issued repeated appeals for the end of 
the bloodshed and the end of the fighting. The Junta announced that 


its principal purpose was to prepare the nation for free and democratic 


elections and to turn ovr. ulting constitutional regime. 


The rebels, however, ignored this appea. .or what, presumably, would 


have been a democratic solution. We had reports of a continued dete- 
riorating situation throughout the afternoon. “Then, as the President 
said, the military authorities and the Chief of Police also reported 
that they would no longer be able to guarantee the safety of American 
citizens. A delegation of resident Americans called on our Ambassador 
to state that their residential areas were without protection and that 
mobs were reported to be sacking private homes. The evacuation area 
established at the Port of Haina was fired upon. In view of these 
developments, our Ambassador determined that American lives were in 
danger and requested United States forces to establish a safe area for 
evacuation. The purpose, as I ave said, and as the President said in 
his statement, is not only to evacuate Americans but nationals of other 
countries who desire to leave. The French Government has sent a steamer 
there to evacuate its citizens and again, as I have said, this action 
was taken after the authorities had determined that the lives of United 
gesting citizens were in danger and that the Dominican (uieramene<2one 
not guarantee their safety. The United States is not supporting or 
Opposing any faction or group. This action was taken only after 
repeated efforts had been made on our part to obtain a ceasefire and. 
to restore order. This summarizes, as definitely and as briefly as I 
can, the action which was taken and our reasons for it. I would repeat 
that the hope of my Government is, of course, that the fighting can be 


stopped, that order can be restored, and that steps can be taken to 
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restore a responsible government. As you know, and as I think the 
Ambassador of the Dominican Republic can state, there has been heavy 
fighting and a considerable loss of life in this (eee uroriunats 
situation, but nan Goverancnt wented me to report as its Representative 
on the Council on the steps that have been taken and to say that it is 
our intention, of course, to keep the Council fully informed of any 
subsequent action that we might consider necessary in the interest of 
the security and safety of our citizens and of citizens of other nations 
should they request assistance. The Ambassador of the Dominican Republic 
has asked to make a statement. 

El senor REPRESENTANTE DE LA REPUBLICA DOMINICANA: Muchas gracias, 
sefior Presidente. Antes de hacer uso de la palabra, yo rogarfa al sefior 


Secretario General diera lectura alos cables informativos que se hayan 


recibido desde ayer a las seis de la tarde hasta este momento de la 


Oficina de la Unién Panamericana en la Reptblica Dominicana, si no hay 
dificuitad en ello. 
El sefor PRESIDENTE: Tiene la palabra'el sefior Secretario General, 
El seYior SECRETARIO GENERAL: Sefior Presidente, los cables més im- 
portantes son los que llegaron-hoy, uno 2 las 7:24 de la mafanae y otro 
@ las 8:28. El primero dice asf: 


SENOR SECRETARIO GENERAL: , 


ATENDIENDO TELEX ULTIMO COMUNICOLE LO SIGUIENTE: DESPUES 

FUERZAS AEREAS HABER ATACADO CON BOMBARDEOS ABLANDAMIENTO RECINTOS 
MILITARES ESPECIALMENTE CABECERA OESTE PUENTE DUARTE Y RECINTO 
ESTADO MAYOR SITO EN EL KILOMETRO 7 CARRETERA DUARTE DONDE REBELDES 
SE HABIAN HECHO FUERTES CON AYUDA DE LA POBLACION CIVIL LA AVIACION 
MILITAR BOMBARDEO INTENSAMENTE LA CABECERA OESTE DEL PUENTE DUARTE 
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CONVOCATION OF Ti TENTH MEETING OF 
CONSULTATION OF MINISTSRS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


WHERIEAS ¢ 


The Ambassador Representative of Chile, on April 29, 1965, ad. 
dressed a note to the Chairman of the Council in which his Government re- 
quested "that a Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs 
be convoked for the first day of May 1965"; 


As the agenda for the aforesaid Meeting, which would be held pur- 
suant to the terms of Article 39 of the Charter of the Organization of 
American States, the Ambassador Representative of Chile has proposed 
the following: 


"Serious situation created by armed strife in the 
Dominican Republic'!; and 


The urgency of the convocation makes it necessary to call atten- 
tion to the provisions of Article 42 of the Charter of the OAS, adopting 
as regulations those approved by the Council at the meeting held on 
March 1, 1951, and designating the Pan American Union, in Washington, 
D.C., as the site of the Meeting, 


THE COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 
RESOLVES: 
1. To convoke, pursuant to Articles 39 and 40 of the Charter 
of the Organization of American States, a Meeting of Consultation of 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs ‘of the American Republics for May 1, 1965. 
2. To approve as the agenda of this Meeting the following: 


“Serious situation created by armed strife 
in the Dominican Republic.!" 


3. To approve as the Regulations of the Conference those ap- 
proved by the Council of the Organizatian of American States at the 
meeting held on March 1, 1951. 


4k, To designate the Pan American Union, Washington, D.C., as the 
site of the Meeting. 
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5. To request the Secretary General to inform the governments 
of the member states of the OAS of this decision, in the most rapid 
way possible, cellins attention to the provisions of Article ho of 
the Charter of the Organization of American States. 


6. To appoint a committee to begin today“ to study the prepara- 
tions for this Meeting, in the more urgent aspects not covered in this 
resolution. : 


(Adopted by the Council of the Organization at the 
meeting held on April 29-30, 1965) 


1. The Representatives of Bolivia, Colombia, Mexico, Nicaragua 
and Peru were appointed as members of this Committee. 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO SEEK THE RE~ESTABLISHNENT 
OF PEACE AND NORMAL CONDITIONS IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC’ 


THE TENTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


21. Decides to establish a special committee composed of roprosenta- 
tives of the following five member states: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, 


Guatemala, and Panama. 


2. Instructs the Committee to go immediately to the city of Santo 
Domingo, to do everything possible to obtain the re-establishment of peace 
end normal conditions, and to give priority to the following tvo functions: 


ae To offer its good offices to the Dominican armed groups and polit~ 
ical groups and to diplomatic representatives for the purpose of 
obtaining urgently: 


ie A cease-fire; and 


4i. The orderly evacuation of persons who have taken asylum in 
diplomatic missions and of all foreign citizens who desire 
to leave the Dominican Republics; and 


be To investigate all aspects of the current situation in the Dominican 
Republic that led to the convocation of this Meeting. 


3. Requests the Committee to submit a report to the Mecting, as soon 
as possible, on the progress of its work, with the conclusions and recon 


mendations that it may consider appropriate. 


4, Requests the governments of the member states and the Secretary 
General of the Organization of. American States to extend their full coope- 
ration in order to facilitate the work of the Committee. 


5. Instructs the Secretary General of the Organization of American 
States to transmit to the Security Council of the United Nations the text 
of this resolution, in accordance with the provisions of Article 54 of the 
Charter of the United Nations. ; 


(Adopted at the first plenary session, held on May 1, 1965, 
and reviewei 5:7 the Style Committe) 


aa) 


I. Registered as Doc. 11 Rev. 2 of the Meeting. 


Doce 78 (English). Rev. 6 


URGENT APPEAL FOR AID TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLICL/ 


WHEREAS : 


The Committee established by the resolution of May 1, 1955, of the 
Tenth Meeting of Consultation has reported from Santo Domingo the appalling 
conditions in the city and the urgent need for doctors, nurses, food, medi-~ 
cines, and medical supplies; and 


The Spécial Delegate of the United States has informed the Meeting of 
plens already undertaken by the United States Government to mect these 
needs'on an urgent basis and of the offer of that government to transport 
similar assistance from other American republics, 


THE TENTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FORSIGN AFFAIRS 


RESOLVES: 


To address an urgent appeal to all member states to place at the dis~ 
posal of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States, 
to the extent of their capabilities, trained medical personnel, food, medi~ 
cines, and medical supplies to be sent immediately to the Dominican Republic 
for the humanitarian purpose of giving succor to the population of that 
country, according to their needs and without regard to their participation 
in the disturbances. 


(Adopted at the second plenary session, held on May 3, 1965, 
and reviewed by she Style Connittee) 


1. Registered as Doc. 25 Rev, 2 of the Meeting. 


TEE TIG OF CONSULTATION OF NNUSTERS GF FOREIGH AFFAIRS , Se 
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Pargmmerican Union, Washington, D.C. a 
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Doc. 7 (English) Rev. 3 
3 Nay 1965 


Original: English 
DRAFT RESOLUTION PRESENTED BY THE UNITED STATES 
WHEREAS: 


The ileeting of Foreign liinisters, meeting under Article 39 of the 


Charter of the Organization of American States, by a separate resolution, 


i, LeBel ainpeasinara ecm saree enteories Missi benathor PND manettSeeunetet sitameRaees erat gains Me BN 


adopted on liay 1, 1965, resolved to establish a Committee that proceeded 
to the Dominican Republic for the purposes indicated in that resolution; 
and 

The iieeting of Foreign Ministers by the resolution requested the 
American governments and the Secretary General of the Organization to pro- 
vide full cooperation to facilitate the work of the Committee, 


THE TENTH MGETING OF CONSULTATION OF iLINISTERS 
OF FORSIGN AFFAIRS 


FURTHER RESOLVES; 
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1. To request governments of American states that are capable of 


ee 
doing so to make contingents of their military, naval, air and police forces 
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available to the lieeting of Consultation for the formation of an Inter- 


~ 


American Armed Forces in order to assist in carrying out the mission of the 


Committee. 


2. To request that those governments that respond to the request in 


the preceding paragraph by making forces available to the leeting of 


; er ae Doc. 7 (English) Rev. 3 


Consultation, work out directly among thenselves and with the Committee the P 4 
technical measures necessary to establish a Unified Command of the OAS for 1 oe 
the coordinated and effective action of the forces of the service at the a - ee 

“Ted 


Committee; and 


at 


DECIDES to continue in session in order to keep the situation under 


review, to receive the report and recommendation of the Committee and in 


the light thereof to take the necessary steps to facilitate the prompt 


restoration of constitutional government in the Dominican Republic and the 


withdrawal of foreign forces, and 


3 To inform the Security Council of the United Nations of the text : 


of this resolution. 


*, 


an Apmysican Union, Washington, D.C. 
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Doc. 10 (English) Rev. 2 
3 May 1965 
Original: Spanish 


REQUEST TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO TERMINATE 
ITS UNILATERAL ACTION IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


(Draft resolution presented by the Delegation of Chile. The 
amendment to paragraph 2 of the operative part, presented by 
the Delegation of Uruguay and accepted by the Delegation of 
Chile, is included.) 
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One of the most appreciated achievements of the Inter-American System 
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is the "principle of nonintervention''; 


The principle of nonintervention is the base on which rest inter- 


American peace and harmonious relations; 


The American republics on innumerable occasions have ratified their 
adherence to this principle that synthesizes aspirations and values rooted 


in the history of our relationships; 
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Experience has shown that only the faithful observance of this principle 
can allow the member states effectively to exercise their fundamental rights 


enunciated in Chapter III of thé Charter of the Organization of American 
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States; 

The armed struggle that is taking place in the Dominican Republic has 
caused the United States to carry out a landing of troops, affirming that 
this was done for the vurpose of protecting the lives of its citizens and 


guaranteeing their safe evacuation; and 


% 


-2- Doc. 10 (English) Rev. 2 


This unilateral action of the United States is contrary to clear 
principles of international law and signifies a clear neglect of the ; ae 


attributes and rights of the Organization of American States, 


THE TENTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


RESOLVES: 


1. To declare itself in continuing session. a8 


2. To request the Government of the United States to proceed with ; ES 


the greatest speed to terminate its unilateral action in the Dominican 


Republic, withdrawing its armed forces from the territory of that country 


as soon as possible. 


3. To request the Government of the United States of America to 


order its troops, so long as they remain in Dominican territory, to observe 


we the most absolute neutrality in the armed struggle that is taking place in 


that country. 
4, 


its troops in the Dominican Republic under the orders of the Meeting of 


To request the Government of the United States of America to place 


Consultation until it complies with the request contained in the second 


paragraph of the operative part of this resolution. 


Pe, 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 


May 7, 1965 


FOR: Mr. McGeorge Rundv 
The White House 


FROM: Benjamin H. Read 9) 
Executive Secretary 


This narrative chronolo; 
of developments in the Dominican 
Republic since April 24 was pre- 
pared in the Public Affairs 
Bureau. Your review and clearance | 


has been requested, 


- Enclosure: 


"Rebellion in the | 
Dominican Republic" 


@ @ 


REBELLION IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


On April 24, 1965, the Dominioan Republic, a country with 
a history of political instability, underwent a violent insurrece . 
tion, The sunta government of Donald Reid Cabral, which had 
governed the Dominican Republic since Juan D. Bosch was deposed 
in September 1963, found itself, on April 24, faced with an in- 
surrection of Dominican Army officers and civilians, 

The immediate causes of the insurrection stemmed from op- 
position to the Reid government by some of the lower-ranking 
Army officers and by the political associates of former President | 
Bosch, mostly members of the Partido Revoluoionario Dominicano 


(PRD < the Dominican Revolutionary Party). The rebellious al-> 


liance of Army officers and PRD politicians was quickly joined by - 


thousands of civilians who were issued rifles and machine guns 
from government depots seized by the rebellious Army elements, 
Communists quickly understood the potential of the situation 
within the classic pattern of communist exploitation of revolution- 
ary movements. Not since the Castro take-over of Cuba had the 
Communists in the Western Hemisphere been presented with such 
an opportunity as the present situation offered, and they were 
‘well organized fully to take advantage of its potential. 
Communists involved are members of three outlawed communist 
parties: | 
The Partido-Popular Socialista Dominicano (PSPD - the 
Dominican Popular Socialist Party), the Moscow-line communist 
party, had concentrated during the Bosoh regime on enlarging its 
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membership and pressing organizational efforts among atudents 
and workers, Although deolared illegal in October 1963, the PSPD 
ea tightly organized and was prepared te take advantage of 
the insurrection, 
The Movimiento Popular Dominicano (MPD = the Dominican 
Popular Movement) 1s @ Castro-line subversive action arm of the 
Dominican communist movement which has been very aggressive in 
| recent years. 
The Agrupacion Politica Catorce de Junio (APCJ - the Ee 
Political Group) was originally a non-communist organization 
' opposing the dictatorship of Rafael Leonidas Trujillo, but in 
the past several years its top leadership has fully been taken 


over by the communists. It was declared illegal in December 1963. 


The APCJ leadership, with olose connections to Russian, Chinese =~ 


|” eng Cuban communists, has been very active in recent days. 


Leading members of all three of these groups have received 
training in Bloc countries or in Cuba, and some have returned 
only recently in secret from such training or from exile, 

The present violence in the Dominican Republic began on the 
afternoon of April 24 when a few middle-grade and junior officers. 
of the Dominican Army succeeded in taking over the Headquarters 
| of the Army General Staff and taking prisoner the Chief of Staff, 
General Maroo Rivera Cuesta, and his Deputy, Maximiliano Americoo 
Ruiz Batista, They then proclaimed themselves in rebellion against 


‘ 


the Reid government. . 


@ o 
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Almost simultaneously, supporters of Juan Bosch began to 
broadcast over two radio stations in the city of Santo Domingo, 
one of them being tne Govemmicno-owmcd ot , that Reid had 
been overthrown. They urged people all over the country to GO, 
“inte the streets to celebrate the overthrow of the regime and 
called on all "constitutional forces" to unite. One announcer — 
called for the immediate return of Juan Bosch from San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, where he has been in exile since his ouster. 
Word that the Government had been overthrown spread very 
quiskly and brought large crowds into the street, Some 1,000 


persons sensentrated at the National Palace, but were subsequently 


dispersed, : : 7 

Communist leaders, prepared to exploit the confusion, im- 
mediately Sesued orders to members and sympathizers to stand by 
for violent action. 

The situation in Santo Domingo was one of great confusion 
from the very outset, for on the following morning (Sunday, 
April 25), press dispatches from the city indicated that the 
attempted uprising had failed and that the government-owned radio 


pe 


station had been but briefly in rebel hands. Just before they 
went off the air, rebels who had temporarily seized the station, 
; called on the civilian populace to get out into the streets in 
support of the rebellion, PSPD, APCY and MPD members were 
ordered to mix with and inoite the crowds and to stage rallies 
against the government. Coincidentally, rebel Army elements ) 
began to hand out weapons and ammunition to civilians, and the 
communists and theixy sympathizers, taking advantage of this, oame 
away heavily armed, | 


pies 
Reid, in a nationwide television broadcast on April 24, 

declared that the attempted military coup against him had failed. | 
He acknowleaged, newever, the capture of the Army Chief of Staff | 
and his Deputy, and also admitted that two military installations - 
were in the hands of vehevitous Army officers, Reid waxed 
residents near these installations that he might have to send 
loyal forces against the rebels. He also announced that street 
fighting had broken out, involving civilians armed by the rebels, 
and that there had been some casualties, 

| Police and military contingents loyal to Reid were unable 

| to disperse or control mobs that gathered in downtown Santo 
Domingo during the night of April 24-25 and the situation deterior- ° 
ated rapidly. Although the Navy, Air Force and the Armed Forces 
Training Center, commanded by General Elias Wessin y Wessin, proe 


; { 
' claimed their loyalty to Reid initially, they were hesitant in 


committing their foroes to support him. It soon became clear |. 
that these elements of the Dominican armed forces had decided 
that Reid should leave office and that a new military junta | 
should be formed. On Sunday, April 25, Reid and his leading 
advisers left the National Palace and took refuge in private 
homes in the residential districts on the western side of the 

‘oity. The original group of rebellious Army officers took 
possession of the National Palve and declared that the purpose 
of their coup against Reid was to reinstate Juan Bosch. 


© © 


a5 
Other military elements, notably the Air Force, but also 
ineluding substantial Gades of the Army, and later the Navy 
ap Wore, actlared thatr opposition to Bosch's return and 
demanded the establishment of a military junta to prepare, 
perhaps with assistance from the Organization of American 
States, for early elections, possibly as soon as September 1, 
The rebels, now in control of the National Palace and 
radio broadcasting facilities, announced that they were under 
the leadership of Lt. Col. Miguel Angel Hernando Ramirez, and 
that he and other rebel leaders would act as a caretaker 
government untill the retum of Bosch, This new government was 
to be headed by an acting President, Jose Rafael Molina Urena. 
Bosch, talking to newspapermen in San Juan, Puerto Rico, — -: 
declared that the rebellion against Reid had been inevitable 
for some time because of the many shortcomings of the Reid 
government. Bosch added that the rebel group which supported 
“him was headed by young commissioned and non-commissioned 
officers who had never accepted the coup which had deposed hin, 
He expressed the hope that the United States would support hin, 
Bosch conoluded by saying he was not at that time planning to 


return to Santo Domingo because the situation there was unclear, 


ay 
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Carrying out their instructions, a number of PSPD communists 
were observed bearing arms at Parque Independencia, and through- 
out the morning of April 25 sound trucks operated by communists 
_ traveled throughout the city urging the populace into revolt. 

' Another group of communists seized the offices of the newspaper, 
| Prensa Libre, and prepared immediately to print inflammatory 
propaganda. 

The situation became even more confused throughout the day 
of April 26 (Monday). ‘The tone of rebel broadcasts increased 


in violence. Appeals were made to the civilian populace to join _ 


the rebellious army men, whe were by then greatly outnumbered 

‘by the antierebel military elements, including the Air Force, 

which opposed the return of Bosch. Mobs were reported to be | 
swarming the streets, and additional large quantities of arms, 

. seized from several arsenals, were handed out to civilians by 

' the rebels. Armed obs began roaming through the city, setting — 

fire to the headquarters of the National Civic Union Party and 


the Dominican Revolutionary Vanguard which had been influential . 


in the expiision of Bosch. 

The anti-rebel Air Force began operations against rebele 
held installations, machine-gunning the National Palace and 
other government buildings in the center of town. By this time 
4% appeared that the center and southeastern sections of Santo : 


' Domingo were in the hands of rebellions army troops supported 


by about - 


id 


° 
a @ Oo 
» 


Pes 
me | by about 3,000 armed civilians who had already begun to engage 
in indiscriminate killings, the capture of hostages, and wide- 
spread ioviing. | 
Anti-rebel military forces established headquarters at the 
. San Isidro Air Force base, 25 miles east of Santo Domingo, 
separated from the city by the Ozama River. Among the senior 
leaders of the anti-rebel forces was General Elias Wessin y . 
Wessin, who had played a leading role in Bosch's removal from oy 
|... the presidency because he believed Bosch was permitting comme oO 
| nists to take over his government. - | 
Throughout the day, armed communist elements stepped up 
thelr activities through dissemination of fly sheets, radio 
broadcasts, and public meetings in an effort further to inflame 
the situation. Rebel broadcases urged "complete revolution” 
and broadeast the addresses of loyalist military leaders, urging — 
the armed mobs to attack their homes. | — 
| By Tuesday, April 27, the rebellious army officers and 
several thousand civilians armed with rifles and sub-machine 
guns apread out over the city, operating out of their strong- 
hold, "Ciudad Nueva" (New City), actually the old, southeastern 
section of town. 
Because of the complete breakdown in law and order throughe_ 
out the city, United States citizens, as well as other foreign 
nationals, had begun to take refuge in the Hotel Embajador, a 


hundred 
large hotel to the west of the city, where several /American 


4 * 


tourists 
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tourists were already stranded, With continued uncertainty 


_ about what would happen in Santo Domingo, with rebels and arned 
mobs in bloody sixest fighting sgainst the police forces and 
anti-rebel military elements, the United States despatched to 
Dominican waters a U.S. Navy Task Force, led by the amphibious 


assault ship “Boxer" and including a reinforced Marine battalion. 


Similar precautionary measures have been taken in similar 
crises in the Caribbean area in recent years, 


' The Papal Nuncio and other members of the [Diplomatic 


‘. Corps in Santo Domingo appealed both to the rebels and to the 
loyalist forces based at San Isidro, particuiarly tne Air Force, . 


to halt the air raids and to reach a cease-fire agreement. 

The appeals were ignored by both sides, but General Wessin and 

sehen uta leaders urged the establishment of a three-man 

military junta, to represent all elements of the armed forces, 

which could arrange for national elections later this year. a 
The United States Ambassador to the Dominican Republic, 

W. Tap ley Bennett, who had besan summoned to Washington for cone 

sultation on the situation in the Dominican Republic, returned 

. to Santo Domingo by helicopter on April 28. He immediately 

commmicated with the various factions fighting in the city, 

ensuring they were aware of the public appeals made by President 

Johnson for cease-fire agreement and the restoration of order 

. dn the Dominican Republic. Meeting with no success in getting 


the opposite 


t 
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1 the opposite sides to agree on a cease-fire, and seeing that 


the situation was deteriorating rapidly into street-to-street . 


fighting of the most violont nature, Ambassador Bennett was 


instructed by President Johnson to make preparations for the 


immediate evacuation from Santo Domingo of U.S. citizens and 


other foreigners who feared for their lives. 
Potential evacuees had been gathering at the Hotel Enbajador, 


and our Embassy had obtained guarantees for their safety from 


the contending factions. Notwithstanding this agreement, on 


April 27 an armed patrol of the rebel forces invaded the 


Hotel, and terrorized the large number of J.8. citizens who 


were then being pxocessed for evacuation. Although no one 


“l |. was injured, the patrol fired shots inside the Hotel and eineatene? 


_ to shoot the evacuees. Our Embassy protested vigorously and 


the patrol was eventually withdrawn. 


On the morning of April 27 we commenced the evacuation of = 


approximately 1,000 citizens and other foreign nationals to 


the port of Haina, some ten miles west of the Hotel Embajador. 


The evacuation was carried out without serious incident during 


a cease-fire arranged for this purpose. Both sides, however, — 


took advantage of the cease-fire to reinforce their positions 


and prepare for a showdown fight. 
As the evacuation was being completed, the Dominican Air > 
Force xe eumes atrafing and asc of rebel strongholds. 
pbtacnoesh 
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Anti~Bosch Naval forces lying offshore began bombarding the city. 
In order further to incite the armed mobs, rebel elements 
spread word that the air attacks were being carried out by 
American planes, although they were fully aware that our Naval | 
forces conducting the evacuation had no fixed-wing aircraft | 
at their disposal. 

During the day, communists from the PSPD were preparing 
Molotov cocktails and gathering weapons. These were stored 
in residences of communists which were converted into command 
posts and weapons storage areas. The communists debated on 
the o7hh among themselves whether or not to use anti-U.S. 
propaganda, many PSPD leaders fearing that this would increase 
the possibility of U.S. involvement. 

With the inoraased disorder and breakdown of law and 
order, Molina Urena, who had been so-called provisional presi« 
dnt for only two days, announced that his government was wnable 
to maintain order, and shortly afterwards he left office and 
took asylum in the Colombian Embassy. 

Heavy fighting continued throughout the morning of 
April 28. Great quantities of weapons and ammunition were now - 
held by the PSPD, and other communists, and members continued — 
to establish control points and command posts throughout the 

' city. Be ; ia - 7 
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Although the rebellious « + units, no inforced r ‘eral . 
ae -~ thousand additional armed civili: :, st411 much of ‘yy their 
-new regime under "Provisional Pres +t" Jo “ael Mol ne = 
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He The loyalist forces, with a at Ban Isidro Air Porce « : 
ee base, establi9 © > *hroqeman 1 junta or 1 28. The menbers - : 
of the new Mil: inta were © ==. Pedro Be Loma Benoit (Ate z a | 
7 Force), Colonel. ue Apoliner’ asado Sala (Army), and Captain cn : 
Manuel Santana ¢ 9 (Navy). | : Oe 
i. Despite th ‘Matton of > new Junta @ rebel forces 

_ continued to rer ‘the gituo! - in the «it Santo Domingo was 
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as On the evening of April 28, the héad of thd new Military Junta, 
f Colonel Benoit, informed Anbassador Bennett that American lives were 
f : _ learly in danger and that the Junta, in the face of the ineressingy 
'. gerious situation, could no longer guarantee their safety. Colonel - 
Benoit's official communication to Ambassador Bennett further stated | | 
that ha ‘urged the employment of U.S. military unite to ensure the 
2 continued evacuation of American citizens. 
President Johnson, who had already made sevéral appeals for an ‘end 
ite violence in thé Dominican Republic, then issued orders for the safe - . 
Panay e the remaining United States citizens and any other foreign a 


a 


eth tat FT eilen eeeeete AM S ee ne 
ie = IBS bee eee S. ant ae 


eg ee atone MRP hi ge 
pis come, aoe 


: nationals whose lives were: dn peril. im the light of the Junta's official. 
: statement that 4t could not safeguard American lives, Ambassador Bennett - 
“e i and our’ Countay Team in Santo Doningo reported that only the peeeee oe 
i! ‘of U.S. military forces could ensure the safety of thousands of/citizens © a 
4 "in the Dominican Republid, as well as the lives of thousands of rains 

of some thirty other countries. .Ouy Enbassy therefore urgently a 
: “recommended an immediate landing of United States troops. President“ 

| Tohngon therefore ordered ashore two battalions of U.S. Marines from the ‘s : : 
 V.8. Navy Task Fores, ‘the Marines quickly established a defense ae ~ : 
: perimeter around the Hotel Hnbajador end another, manned by about 70. ae 
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“ men, around the United States Embassy. The evacuation of AmerLean 
j a eitizens continued throughout April 29 under growing harassment fron 
Oy: armed civilians, who continued to fire on the United States Embassy. 
Meanwhile, what had started out simply saa a movement to overthrow... : 
Reid, with some army rebels proclaiming themselves in favor of Bosch's 
a ‘reinstatement while the bull Of the Dominican armed forces opposed hig. | 
: ‘ : ‘return, aN ; 


ee eternal rine enwetet yh nee Anan opeprrmayt soe cas AVE Roles nee acenlenel Mental 


’ 
Lee Shee oooh ye 
Ls £0 “ aa oe t 


eo @ 
#13« 


return, was clearly headed in another direction. The infiltration of 
communists into the civilian groups armed by the rebellious military, — 


: . revealed by the identification of communist organizers, trained in 


- Cuba or in other communist countries, among those leading and inciting. 


; é the armed mobs, had ‘becoma a critical factor. A new military leader 


| i : arose among the revels in the person of. Colonel Francisco Casmano. 

it An aggressive but erratic individual, Caemano was among the original | 
tae 4 | group of rebellious officers on April 24. ‘The following night, nemeu ere! 
| t “ne decided the soup had fetled and sought refuge in the Enbassy of 
cir “Bl Salvador. n April 26, he again reversed himself and announced he 
Ie would fight on with his fellow rebels to bring back Juan Bosch. The © 

Fs : : next day, ‘April 27, when the loyalist forces appeared to be the stronger, 


"he went to thé U.8. Hubassy to say he was willing to, withdraw from the 
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‘ is pro-Bosch movement and accept a Military Junta which would prepare for : 
new elections. He then changed hia mind again after the rebel forces were: 
a reinforced by thousands of armed ed4villens, and once more assumed a ‘- 
Y : position or leadership in the rebel movement. Although not regarded =. he |e 
ag communist himself, it is known thet he has been coordinating his = | 
: tactical plans with Leaders of the PSPD, Leaders of the PSPD, along - : Z 

. with those of the APCS and MPD, were active from the very outset of the oe 
‘gebellion, inciting the edvilian crowds and eer B leading role in a ae | 

. the distribution of arms. a 


Trained agitators. and organizers from these various communist 
groups were identified among the axmed civilians from the outset of 


' the rebellion, and gradually ‘took over positions of leadership among. 
_ the mobs, — me rebel movement to serve communes ends. 
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| lle 
. Their influence became so predominant that moderate pro-Poach 
elements who had been active in the original movement to overthrow : 
' Reid Cabral repudiated the emerging leadership of communist 
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2 agitators and agents, and withdrew from the movement. Radio | 

; = _ broadcasts from Habana continued to exhort the rebels to fight 

a “ony to exterminate the anti»Bosch military elements, - and to. attack . 

ts the United States Marines in their perimeter weat of the city. oe . 

: | In Washington, as early a8 April 27, and after previous ee 

bone consultations with some of the Latin American Ambassadors, the 

he fy : United States. proposed that the Orgenization of American States ; 

Pie (OAS) consider the situation in the Dominican Republic, perhaps . Sere | 

- initially at & meeting of the inter-Amertean Peace Council. The 

: Council met that same day and received a report on the situation ie 

is ‘ . from the Dominican representative, Ambassador Bonilla, who had - 

: - been confirmed in his post by the new Military Junta. ‘The following 

- ae day, April 28, ‘at a regular meeting of the Council of the OAS, ¢ | 

a : : Ambassador Bonilla made a further report on developments in the a - 

: : Dominican ‘Republic, highlighting the participation of Castro- rope 
trained communist organizers on the rebel side. Late that night, - : e 

se April 28, the United States individually informed the Latin “geek 

American Anbassadora of the fact that the President had sederea: 
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. %Y.&. Marines ashore to protect the lives of Americans and other ; 
é * 7 foreigmers in the Dominican Republic and to ensure their safe . 
| evacuation. -The United States also requested a special meeting — 7 
of the Council bi the sing ee) for the enue aia ) 
oe 294° 
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On April 29 the situation deteriorated even further, with — 


‘ ploody violence prevailing in the city. cect cnaene oe 


became increasingly disgusted with the disorder and bloodshed - 

and many of them were reported ready to recognize the Junta. oe 
Antonio Martinez Francisco, Secretary General of the PRD, i 

repudiated the rebel eause and wont on the radio to exhort the * a 


+) pebels to surrender. However, fierce house-to-house fighting 


°_} gontdnued and rebels using Castro-type slogans roamed the 
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: ! pbmeeta. PSPD leaders began actively to advise the rebellious 
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| Army elements on guerrilla warfare tactics learned in Cuba. 


Meanwhile efforts toward evacuation of foreign nationals 


and general pacification continued. At the Special Meeting of 
i) the CQAS on the morning of April 29, our representative, a 

ee ambassador Ellsworth Bunker, formally reported the landing in 

ma Santo Domingo of the U.S. Marines the evening of April 28 to. secure - 
“the evacuation of U.S. nationals and others requesting such ne 
*-: agadptance. The COAS approved a message to the Papal Nuncio woos 
' Santo Domingo, who 4g also Dean of the Diplomatic Corps there ~~ 
oS and who had actively been attempting to secure a cease-fire agree= E 
Pee ‘ment, asking him to pursue his efforts towards a cease-fire, . Later >|. 


a 


that same night, and into the early hours of the morning of © 7! 
- ° April 30, the COAS met again to consider the convocation of ~. 
- @ Meeting of Foreign Ministers (MPM) under the OAS Charter — 
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. to consider the Dominican situation. The COAS approved the 
convocation of a MFM by a vote of 18 in favor, 1 against (Uruguay), 
and 1 abstention (the Dominican Republic). It alse adopted by an 
& vote of 16 in favor, none against, and 4 abstentions (Chile, — 

“1 Mexteo, Venezuela, and Uruguay) a resolution reiterating the | 

f earlier appeal to both sides for a cease-fire and calling for co 
| , the establishment. of an International zone of Safehaven in Santo es 
| Domingo, ing 
| The COAS met once again that same day (April 30) to receive | 
/a further report from Anbassador Bunker that, in the light of a 7" 
. farther deterioration in the situation and the continued rebel : 
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i" scale attacks on our troops in Santo Domingo, President Johnson - : 
had ordered the 82nd Airborne Division to the Dominican sepnises 2 
- Elements of this Division had arrived and ‘established their ; 


~ headquarters at the San Isidre Air Forae Base, 15 miles west of | 
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. Santo Domingo, to take Buch action as might be necessary to 
> support the U.S. Marines in protecting American lives and 
‘ensuring a safe evacuation of all Americans and third-country 
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“1. nationals who desired to leave the country. The COAS approved, 2. 
at the initiative of the United States, the travel of Secretary ; 
"General Mora of the OAS to establish the OAS presence in Santo 

'.. Domingo and to prepare for the arrival of a special OAS Committee 7 

oo to the’ Dominican Republic, should one later be established °° 

by the MFM. Secretary General. Mora ee ore aoe Santo POMDEOs , 

“that: same night, Apra, 30. . 
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Fighting continued throughout the day of April 30 in Santo © : 
ee Domingo, with further looting and indiscriminate assassinations ee 
es on the part of the armed civilian mobs. A number of reports ; 
| were received of the capture by armed civilians of police 


a . 
ome are etens at gaan eames 


stations and other installations, and of executiona by Castro- ee 
"style firing squads. U.S. Military. units were under. strict. . 
2. orders not to engage in hostilities but to return fire only in i” 


ad 


nyt 


sent defense, Rifle and machine guntfire was exchanged between ae 
‘| U.S. unite and rebel snipers throughout the day, and there were pieal 
- casualties on both sides. ies 
gal "At 5:00 PM on Apri 30, as a result of ‘the efforts of the : 

= Papal Nunoio, supported by Ambassador Bennett, a cease-fire 
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Be agreement was reached between Colonel Benoit, head of the Military - 
Junta, General Wessin and other anti-rebel military leaders, ee, 
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|” for the rebels, Hector Conde and Fausto Caamano, brother of rebel ::"" | 
, Leader, Colonel Caamano, The latter reported he had received — ooh | 


ete, 


\ Bosehts authorization and would sign the agreement on May 1. a 
"The agreement ‘provided for (1) guarantees of personal safety for “8 
es all individuals on both sides, regardless of ideology, including a 
: Ghose in jail or in asylum, and (2) a request to the OAS that it et 
. gend a comission to act as arbitrator between the two opposing me 
" " sides. Following the signing of the cease-fire, rebel~held radio _ 
stations appealed to all its irregulars and armed civilians to. | 
* observe the cease-fire and, partioularly, not to fire on "non 

Dominican troops”, . Sporadic a monevers contimied 
throughout: the night. 
In further 
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-13— 
. in further efforts to bring both sides assines to restore 
peace to the Dominican Republic and ensure that the fragile 
_ cease-fire agreemcnt was preserved, President Johnson sent to | : oe 
Santo Domingo former U.S, Ambassador to the Dominican Republi.” i- 
\.\ John Martin, who is well known to many of the leader's in that ~~ 
ao Si fie country, inoluding Bosch. ‘Ambassador Martin, together with . 
| ‘ Ambassador Bennett, immediately began consulting with both sides 
en ways to reestablish Jaw and order, 
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aN Throughout April: 30, Colonel Caamano continued consultation : 
7 a St af J! with the PSED's Cuban trained experts. The rebel radio urged 
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_ the armed mobs not to shoot at U.S. troops but the urging went a0 

2 "unheeded. Radio Havana exhorted the rebels to continue the Fight. | be 
au) By May 1, 4t was reasonably apparent that PRD politicians, | i : 
| except for Bosch himself in San Juan, understood and admitted, °. oe 
’ at least privately, that the extreme left was in control of the ... 
oe | Rebellion, Few if any of the PRD leaders remained with the .. 

ep  weeste. many having taken refuge ain Rnbassies ox the homes of”: 
oil friends, .PRD leaders admitted that communists had anfaltrated ; 

* the rebel leadership end, demoralized, they withdrew from the us aa a 
:  pepellion leaving its control to the communists and a haudtus = 

Of politically naive military officers, 
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The well organized and equipped communists were conducting - 
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_ operations cout of their strong points and it was one such group “ ee 
| _ . of the MPD which played an amportant role during April 29 and — | 

3 30 an the capture of large stores: of ams from the police head- oe 

"quarters at ——— Fortreas. ee. 
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On May 1, in Washington, the Mecting of Foreign Ministers 
(MFM) convened, the Foreign Ministers being repreoented by 
their OAS Ambassadors. Meeting throughout the day, the 
Ambassadors reached agreement on a resolution, approved by 
the MFM that evening by a vote of 19 in favor, none against, 
and 1 abstention (Chile), creating a five-nation Committee 
to go to the Dominican Republic. The Comnittee, composed 
ef representatives of the Governments of Argentina, Brazil, 
“!. Colombia, Guatemala, and Panama, departed from Washington . 
|. on Sunday morning, May 2, arriving that same day in Santo Domingo,. 
| The Committee was charged to do everything possible to ebtain the a 
°° peestablishment of pesce and normal conditions in the Dominican 
| Republic, giving priority to offering its good offices to the 
- armed groups and political groups there, as well as to diplomatic ae 
" pepresentatives, for obtaining urgently (1) a cease-fire, and (2) 
_. the orderly evacuation of persons who had taken asylum in the | 
-. > verdous Embassies, ag well as of all foreign nationals who 
7 desired to leave the Dominican Republic. The Committee was 
oa - also charged with the carrying out of an investigation ef all 
i : :  aspecta of the situation 4n the Dominican Republic, and to 
: submit to the OAS Meeting of Consultation a report on the 
"progress of its work, including its conclusions and recommenda= 
tions it might sonsider appropriate, as soon as possible. The 
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_ Resolution also requested all the American Governments and the 
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Secretary General of the OAS to extend their fullest cooperation 
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Weg the Committee, and further requested the Secretary General 

> transmit the text of this Resolution to the Seaurity Counei2 ea 

the United Nations. The May 1 Meeting of Consultation also . ‘ 7 
: | received its first report from Secretary Ganeral, Mora to the : es ms 4 ie 
: 7 ; "effect he was meeting with representatives of the contending | 
nn ' forces,’ ‘and that. the cease-fire was being violated in some ° 
a " sections of Santo Domingo. — ei 
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One of the principals of the original rebel paatavas . 
. Colonel Hernando Ramirez, informed his military followers on 
- May 2 that a cease-fire agreement had been reached and was 
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to be honored. He also reportedly informed them that he was ee 
oes to accept the Military Junta's scheduling of national ee : = 
" elections provided he was assured that General Wessin y Wessin 
“and tuo other anti-rebel leaders (Generali Salvador Montag 
- Guerrero and Belisario Peguero Guerrero, who had been appointed 
to the Junta's Cabinet) were not retained in positions of 

s : is power. Colonel Caamano also declared that, in accordance with 
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a the cease-fire agreement, rebel military and civilian forces ~ o3 
_ were not to fire on U.S. troops. The fact is that the rebels 
_dignored the terms of the cease-fire and continued to fire on 


“age 


U.S. military personnel, inflicting additional casualties. In 


what appears to have been a developing struggle for power be- 
tween 2amanc, who, as- provicusly- Stated;-had -vacillated. vetween, 
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THE RESPONSS OF TW DAPARTMENT OF STATE TO THE 
DOMINICAN CRISIS OF APRIL-MAY 1965 


In Septembor 1963, Juan Bosch, the elected President of 
the Dominican Republic, was overthrown by a military coup and © 
was cucceoded by a three-ran civilian junta. By.the beginning 
of 1965, tho “Triunviratet, now reduced to two men, Prosident 
J. Donald Roid Cabral and Remon CAceres, was faced with public-dis- 
content, lebor hostility and extrenist-inepired strikes, declining 
support from the businecs comxunity, resentment on thse part of the 
officer corps, and oppasition from the principal political parties. 
Anong political leaders, the beliof was taking hold that the ; 
elections promisod for Septcnber 1965 would be a farce and that 
the removal of the Triunvirate could only be ensured by a coup. 
Plots to this eni bogan to rultiply until the country seared to ba 
4n an alrost constant state of corispiracy. An additional problen, 
ons in vhich the United States cGavernuent took a speoial interest, 
yes the return of Dominican communists who had gone to Cuba and 
elsevhore for guerrilla training. Although the Triumvirate had so 
fer weathered every storm, it seaned only a nuatter of tine befors 
the Roid Government vould be in serious difficulties, but no one 
wos certain just «hen the trouble would come. 


By mid-April, the Department had decided to call Anbaccador 
YW, Tapley Bennett, Jr., to Washington for consultation. After a 
conference with President Reid, who told him that he did not, for 
the tine being, foresea any serious attempt against the Governzent, 
Aubassador Bonnett left for the United States on Friday morning, 
Lpril 23, while the Deputy Chief of Mission, William B, Connett, Jr., 
reneined as Charg’ d'affaires in Santo Domingo. ~~ 


The very noxt day, the Exbassy reported that a coup erainst 
- the Reid Goverment seened to have beon launched. At 4:30 p.m, 
efter a mimbor of telephone conversations between the Departzernt 
and the Exbassy, the Operations Conter alerted the Dominican Desk 
Officer, the Executive Secretary of the Department, and the 
appropriate Duty Officers. Soon afterward a message of highest 
transmission priority arrived from Connott reporting that 
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Santo Domingo ves "rife with rimors" of a coup, Tro radio 
ctations had announcod the seisure of a nubor of Arny 

officers, the ressage continuod, and noisy crowds woro milling 
about in the streots, A frou olaining to roprosent "young and 
honest" officers had soized the Governuent radio station, RADIO 
SANTO DOMINGO, end wero calling on the people to unite ardinst 
the "exploiters". This, according to the Erbassy appeared to 

bo an Asolated incident, althouwth "rebel exhortations" vera to 
be heard over fow radio stations, Connett oxpreseed the belief 
that tho Reid Covernnont was in corious straits, but, ho added, - 
the Erbassy hed no solid ovidence that the Governzont had boen 
4n fact overthrow Further detnils folloved in a socond mos 
sage recoived at 5:48 p.m. RADIO SANTO DOMINGO had boen ro-taken 
by tho Governnent, Connot® reported, and was on the air urging 
people to leave the strocts and go home. Repeated assurances 
vere boing broadcast that the Government had not fellen. On the 
other hand, according to the Anerican military attaché the 
Lorinican Army headquarters wo "in rebel hands", According to 
the information received by the attaché, the movenent was corfined 
to Junior officers and non-commissioned officers of the Dominican 
Arny. 


A few minutes before this message was received in the Departe 
rent, Ambassador Bennott hed called from his fawily hore in 
‘Georgia, vhere he had stopped on his way to Kashington and had 
heard a nows broadcast about the turmoil in Santo Domingo. He 
vas briefed on the situation, as was the Executive Socretary of 
the Department, when he called an hour later. It was mt con~ 
eldered necessary at this stage to alert Secretary Rusk. 


“Additional messages from the Exbassy continued to come in te 

the Department during the evening. As midnight, April 24, 

approached, the situation as seen in Washington was still far 

from clear. In Santo Domingo, according to the Imbasay, the major 

military units were cupporting President Reid. Generel Vessin 

y Wessin, Director of the Armed Porces Treining Conter and tank 

commander at San Isidro, was said to be "fully bebhind® the Govern= 
“ment and hed sent tenke and troops to protect the Presidential 

Pelace. Tho city scomed to be relatively quiet, althoucsh the 

6:00 p.m. curfew that the Goverment had imposed was not being 
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strictly onforced. Roid, addressing the nation on radio and 
tolevision, declared that the cituation was undor control 

except for the two Army camps hold by the "rebels", Confirning 
that General Rivera Cuesta, as woll as tho Deputy Chiof of staff 
and a fow other officars, wore in the hands of the rebols, 
Presidont Reid announced that unless the two military carps 
_currenioroed by five o'clock the next morning tha "nocessary 
moasures" would be taken: 


; The political objectives of the plot, if thers wore any, 
and the party affiliation of its leaders, wore no more easily 
discernable than was the actunl course of evonts, By the cnd 
of the day, the Embassy had recsived "no firm information tying 
any political grouping directly to plot." In reporting this to 
the Dopartment, Connott pointout that the mon vho had texporarily 
taken over the Government radio station ware, however, of "leftist 
PRD 11k"; [the PRD was Bosch's party];the stroet crowds were pre~ 
dominantiy pro-Bosch, with a sprinkling of pro-Balaguer senti- 
ments; and "some of young touchs who tried to provoke trouble in 
strosts [wero] undoubtedly extremists." Connett's suspicions of 
PRD ani Portide Reformista involvement were "based on recent 
plotting", and the fact that cartain PRD officials were in the 
group that had scized RADIO SANTO DOMINGO. 


Up to this point thare had seemed to be little toe distinguish 
the situation from the military coups and palace plots that had 
eot the pattern in Letin America in earlier yeers. What action, 
if any, the United States should take would depend upon whether 
the Santo Domingo revolt was one of those confined to a relatively 
sxell segment of the power structure and of short duration, or 
vacther the revolt would follow a mora dangerous course. The 
initial problem for the Department of State was one of identifi~ 
cation and analysis. - 


. Messages received from the Evbassy during the early morning 
hours of Sunday, April 25, indicated a rapid deterioration of 
public order and authority in Santo Domingo. Rebellious Arzy 
troops from the two outlying campos had moved "in large numbers* 
into the capital, where, the Exbassy reported, they had established 
artillery in the Parque Independencia and at the Duarte Bridge over 
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the Ozana River, Sounds of sporadie chooting hore and there in 
the city could be heard in tho bubassy, end it was reported that 
Gonoral Weasin y Voosin, who at this juncture was naved Sccrotary 
of State for Armod Forcos, was sending tan:s from San Isidro 
egainst the rebel artillory positions. Tho police force in the 
city was unequal to the situation. Noithor trained nor equipped 
to cone with tanks and mon arred with bazookas, the police had 
orders to pley a "watching role*, Tho Air Force, too, was sitting 
on the sidolines. In a talephone conversation with tho American 
Air AtteahS, President Reid inforized the Exbassy that nost of the 
loyal, troops wera concentrated near the National Palaco_and that 
txo rebel guns at the Duarte Bridge had boon destroyed.” This vas 
the ploture that was taking shape at the Dopertment's Onerations __ 
Gontor when the Deputy Diroctor of the Office of Caribbcan Affairs, 
Richard E, Lippincott, srrived at 6:15 Sunday rorning, He ves soon 
joinol by the Director of Caribbean Affairs, Kennody Crockett, by 
the Dominican dosk officer, Harry Ww. Shlaudeman, and by Acting 
Assistant Secretary Robert M. Sayre, ‘ 
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Tha first step was to organize a tack forco in the Operations 
Center, ani then, in accordanca with routina evacuation plans, 
Kormnedy Crockett called the Department of Defense to request that 
a neval foree suitable for oxherking up to 1200 American citizens 
bo dispztched at once to the vicinity of Ganto Domingo. An 
asohibious squadron comprising the aircraft carrier BOXER and 
fivo other vessels, with a lending force of approxizately 1800 
Marines, wag within cell, but could not crrive before nightfall 
at the very carliest. To pormit flexibility in planning, Crockett 
rocussted that the vessels on arrival off Santo Domingo reaain out 
of sight from land wmtil further orders were issued. 


A fow minutes before eight otcleck, Crockett received a 
taleshone callc. from Charge Connett, who reported that the situe 
ation in Santo Domingo "had taken an extremely usly turn," 
Uadieciplined robs, he told Crockett, wore parading through the 
strosts, shouting for the overthrow of the Triunvirate, and calling 
for the roturn of Juan Bosch. Reports had reeched the Embassy, 
eontinued Connatt, that rebel troops vere handing out veapons to . 
the anti-government civilians. Connett thon said that President 
Reid had been in conversation with the American Neval Attaché 
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ani had asked whethor there was anything tho United States could 
do 4n the way of assistance. “ Crockott, as ho rocallo? a ronth 
inter, hoped to parry a roquest that could not have been net until 


: . tho arrival of. the naval foroe. Ho asked Connott to find out fron 


Prosidont RNold procisely vhat ho meant by accistanco and to oxolain 
to him that there sooxol to be little the Unitel Staten could do 
at the monont. Tho conversation closod on a pessinistio note. 
Agsin pointing out that public order hed broken down conplotely, 
Connott warneal that the situstion was "v y dangerous" axl thet it 
right bo izpossible to escape bloodshed. tor talking with 
Chargé Connett, Crockett teolophoned Secretary Ruck, Mr, CAyres 

and Ambassador Bonnett, to give then an up=to~thowatmute eunmary 
of dovclopmants and to tell Bennott that arrangononts wore boing 
rade to bring bin back from Georgia to Washingt ton ae sdon as 
possiblo, 


In the meantime, Chorgé Comett hal conferred with President 
Retd at the Ratloml Palace in Sento Domingo. On his return to 
the Exbascy, Connett again toleshoned the Departuents Ths call 
“was received by Crockett et 9:45 a.m., April 25. In the Palsca, 


the atzosphere was "vary tense, vary taut", Connett reported, 
filthoush Prosidont Reid scored relatively calm. Reid, contimed 
Connett, considered the state of affairs extrencly dangarous and 
his means of reintaining order inadequate. Gencral Wessin y Wessin 
end the garrison comsander ct Sen Cristobal had, according to Reid, 
hela back cubstantiel forces in order to protect thelr owm positions 
end had sent only token contingents te support the Government. Reid 
told Connott that he was detarmined not to resign in favor of a 
Junta composed of officers not involved in the revolt, althouch 
thsre had benn talk of this exong some of those officers, Referring 
to Reid's earlier request for Ancrican help, Connett reported that 
ho ha@ told Reid there appeared to be little the United States could 
do at the nonent. Reid agroed, ani sugroested only that the Exbassy 
use what influcace it had to persuede tha rebel officers to fall in 
line behini the covenant Connett wes not optinistic abcut the 
ability of the Ecbessy to accomplish ruch in that direction, Ue 
vould, he told Greckett, do wast ha could both "directly and through 
the Attachéc,# gts ho explained, liaison with tho rebel elenonts 
vas vary poor Additional dotails of his interview were reported by 
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Conactt in a measaca that was dispatched very sooa after ha 
£inished talling with Crockcte, but watch wag mot recaived ta 
ths Dopartacnt until shortly after 1:00 p.m. According to the 


pent £Loreeg to act vigorously bit also bocause Cormmnists war 
tekins adventace of tha oltvaticn, Acvarting to tha dancor of 
bloodghed 2% Reid refused to vesion, Connect’ reported that he 
had cugsested to Reid that es a last rosort he micht consider 
the proposal for a military junta, bet Reid was “not receptive" 


cana doubt, Connstt continued, whether such a junta would present 
a “vlablo oltuatica or ba acceptable to vebel clemcnts, Comictt 
hirselZ bolaived that a "junta forslo" offered a batter posse 
bility for avoiding bloodshed thsa was Brcoes es by a "lost 
ditch atend’ oa the part of the Triucvirate, 


In his telephone conversation with Crockett ond in his 
Zollaing dlepatch, Connett reported that one of the leada-s of 
tha FAD hed informed tho Exbsesy that Reid had offered to tura 
over tha governzent to a graup of tha moderate P2d leadars, 
including possibly tha fornor President of the Chazber of Deputies, . 
Jos6 Rafael Molina UreRa, but tha group had atipulated that tho 
transfer of Goverment mist Cake place in tha prescace of a 
representative of the Amesican Enbassy. Crockett told Chargé 
Conactt to “steer completely clear of anything like this", and 
Connactt agreed that the Embassy should not respoad to the overe 
tuzea of tha PND leadors. Hs thought the PRD was attenoting 
to use the Enbessy to present Reid with a "fait accompli" to 
waich the Exbassy "would be innocent contributors." It also 
seeacd to Conneatt that the inclusion of moderates in the FD 
gzcup vaa simply window dressing, that tha party was for the 
moment in the handg of "its most extremist elenent."// 
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By the time Connett's messase reached the Department, Reid 
had been overthram, and the rebels injide the Palace had arranged 
the txonsfer of power to Molina Urdiiay who after Bosch and the 
next in Lins, was tho third in cucceasion to tha presidency. 

Tas overthroy of Reid and the rotura to constitutionality under 
Sosch was announged by RADIO SANTO DOMINGO at 21:30 a.m. local 


Conactt telephoned tha Departeent at 1:45 p.m. (Washington 


tim) ond reported that "as of the moment the PRD wave was very 
otroage" He said that the military wore confused and divided, 
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and thst thea Exbacsy had littla leverage in dealing with thea 
_at tha moment, but that the Ex>agsy waa stvccalng tho need for 
30 military to close ranks and xestoura order, Conactt added 
that he did not think tho Usited States could stop Losch froa 
rotuning ovea £2 it tried, pu he fel it would ba countore 
productive to try and fail.* Undar Secretary Ball aad Secretary 
Rusk exprassed the sams opinien whea they wore bricfed shortly 


eens 


oo 


oftonwards.@ 


Intelligence reports during that Simday, April 25, drew a 
. pictura o2 increasing violence end contusion, intersperacd with 
aa occajioaal brief lull, Tho rebol military continued to pec: 
cut weapons to civiliens, and, according to intelligence, sources, 
soma rebels executed loyalists egainst walls and forced filling - 
station operatora to £111 bottics with gasoline for usa cs 
“olotoy cocktails”, Intallipence sources also eafd that Deninicen 
comtaist leadars, initially teken by surprisa by thea crisis, 
had mat that morning and decided to saize control of the revolt, 
Thoy had joined in tha distribution of arma and had also beca 
exhozting the people, distributing inflammatory postere, and 
‘ getting Gp comend poste with ams caches.” The Embassy veported 
that many manborg of the 14th of June party were circulating in 
tova with machine guns,and thet Chief of Police Despradel was 
- ¥Yaluctcnt to teka atrong measures becausa there was no authority 
' toa back thea, a : ae de Sabo 
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_ | Later Sunday evening, Connett again expressed his concera 

to the Departmont about the great activity on the part of 

prectinent commnists, many of wnoa had been in tho Palace all 

6cy. He said that he was using thts fact to sober dissident 
eleccnts of the Dominican arny, ead that he was also pressing 

the police chie? to take firm meacures to restore ordor, Earlicr 
in the day, thea Department hed expressed ta concer to the Eabassy 
over the eppcarence of oxtreme Icftists clenents in the “demone 
otrationg" that led to the ovorthrow of the Reid Covermment, The 
Department assuned that the Embassy was in contact with the leaders 
of tha Dominican Armed Forces and woo urging them to unite and 
form sone type of provisional governacnt capable of restoring 
order and preventing a commmist takcover. The Department 
ob3erved that the Embassy had indicated that Americons wera not 

at that time thea target of demonstrations, but tho Embassy was 
inatructed to report immediataly “any change of direction of events 
that might indicate ‘American Lives in jeopardy.".. (Doc. 1) /7 
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An fmedfate reguit of the Molina Urcfia take~-ovor was a 
tenporary alignment of the three Deainican arned forces in 
opposition to tha rebels, who represented the Bosch/PRD civilians, 
fo prevent Bosch'’s return, all thrco cerviccs were xcady to 
fignt 1£ necessary, Coanctt reported, He said that efforts to 
fora a military junta wore continuing, but thet ha felt cone 
sidcrable doubt about the outcome of the efforts. In a rolated 
telegram, he said that the Couatcy Team felt strongly chat. it 
would be against the interests of the United States for Booch 
to return ond resumes power at that tina "cspecially in view 
extrealigt participation in coup cad announced commmist advocacy 
of Boach's return as favorable to their long-term interests." 

The Team had reluctantly agreed that the decfsion of the Dominican | 
’ military to oppose and prevent Bosch's retura was the only ; 
coursa of action that might suceccd. It did not, howevor, favor 
eay United States support or show of force "at thie time.""/7 


Beginning about 4:30 p.m., local time, April 25, Dominican 
Air Forca planes made firing pesscs at tha Palace end the Navy 
fired ohellg over the Palace,~“Connctt telephoned the Departucat 
thi development, adding that American citizens were safe2/ Tha 
shooting had stopped when he telephoned again four houra leter. 
The original military leaders of the revolt, Connett said, were 
beginning to realize that they had played into tha hands oZ the 
communists and were secking rapprochencat with the non-rebel 
military bloc.~“Later, in a message received at 11:23 p.m, 
Coznnctt reported that, althouch the {ssue waa far from settled, 
he was "cratified™ at indications that the military were “pulling 
tecethes" to maintain public ordcy end prevent Bosch's return, ~ 
end he hoped that no United States commitment to this end would. 
be necessary. 


‘* 
* ‘ 
° 


During the next two doya (April 26-27), the conflict tcok 
on the characteristics of a civil war, with the military establish- 
ment lined up against the arccd populace. Early on the noming 
of April 26, Air Forca bombing of the Palace resumed, but the 
Nevy spparently had second thoughts about cooperating with the 
other two services and refused to engage in any attack. 


At this point, the Enbassy received the second appeal for 
Am2rican assistance. Both Weosin and Air Force Chief De Loa Sentos 


had esked for United States troops, Connett informed the Departe 
ment, and had been told thera wore no plans to bring in Ancrican 
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An analysis of the situation as seen by the Erbasoy at. 
approximately 6:30 a.m. (Santo Domingo time) on tha 26th waa 
‘yeceived by the Dapartnont at 10:08. Tua Embassy conaidered 
that the position of Wessin and De Los Santos had been considers 
ably weekenad by tho defection of the Navy, tho formation of the 
Molina Urcfia Govorument, and the continued control of RADIO 
SANTO DOMINGO by the rcbels. Tae Enbasay thought that the 
chencea of the formation of a military junta under tha auspices 
of the San Isidro group were extrcmely slim, and that’ probably 
nothing short of a major United States involvenent could preveat 

.) Bosch's return, It balieved that committing Anerican combat 
" forces under the circumstances thea prevailing would have extrezcly 
' gerfous implications for United Statcs foreign policy, capectally 
in Latin Amorica, It did not think the casa could be effectively 
made at that tima that the rebels were comainist-controlled, 
although it was known chat the comsunlota were deeply involved, 
(The Eubasoy felt that the only effective altcrnative was a stroug 
‘diplosatic initiative deotmed to prevent the return of Bosch 
through the creation of a military junta which would achedcule 
elections for September, The Embassy nessage then stated: --—~_ 
“We belicva there is serious threat of comaumist teke-over in 
country and that very little time rewaing in which to act," x 
Tha Exbassy reconmended to the Department that it be authorized = j 
_ to stress thia concern of the United Statea to Molina Urcita 
aad rebel officers and to emphasize the strong conviction that 
the formla of a junta and the promise of elections in Septaxber 
was in the best interests of the xepiblic, The message concludeds 
We belficve any decision to use show of forca to back _ 
up our diplomatic eZfort should be hald in abeysace aoe 
_ pending reasulte of representations for which wa aro — 
asking authorization, but we ses cr aa possibility 
: we may have at a thie resource, 


Later in the day, the Embassy suggested an approach to Bogen 
also, in order to win his endorsement of a military junta, 7 


The state of affairs on Monday morning, April 26, heightened 
the concern of United States officials for the safety of Anericans, 
which had been the reason why tho naval force had been dispatched 
to Doatnican waters, and confirmed tha Embassy's early foars thet 
the city could not escape bloodshed, to which had now been added 
coasiderable epprehension over the threat of a communist takcover. 
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At 10:30 Monday moxaing the Enbassy begen advising Amariceng 
to prepare for possible cyacuation--a necessary ptep in putting 
into effect the enorgoacy and evacuation plan. + 


Dy this timo the air attacks seen to have begun to affect 
tha moralo of soma robol officers, a group of which agnvoached 
the military attachts of the Uubassy and indicated a willingness 
to talk with the:leadera of tha Government, forces. The attachés 
obtained the Air Porco's acreemcnt to a brief, informal ceasee 
fixe, but their attempt to bring the two sides together cane to 
nothing. Te was the first of four or fiva ouch reapites on 
Moaday and Tuesday that produced na result, according to the 
rete othor thaa to giva the rebels en opportunity to gain 
tins. . 


The possibility of evacuation waa an added inducement for 

the Exbasay to tzy to cbtain a cease-fire. In Washington, the 
immediate concera was the gafcty of Amarican citizens, ond at 

2:28 p.m. the Department fnstructed the Embassy to approach 

the hicshest euthorities and lending military officers oa both } 
_bides and inform thea that Americans thare hed mada a request 

for immediate evacuation in view of the current disorders. The 
Ualted States Governzent was therefore requesting an frmodiate 
cease-fire and the cooperation of both sides in permitting such 

an evacuction by sea and by air. Citizeng of other nations 

would also ba evacuated 12 raquested, The Ecbassy was to infora 
both sides that the United States held then reaponsible for the 
protection of Anzrican Lives. Strictly for the Exbassy's infor- 
mation, the Department addcd: "Wa hops to build’on the ceasc~ ot 
fire to obtain some kind of provisional government which presumably* 
would be comtitted to fair and impartial elections at earliest ; 
practicable date.""%) Tha Exbassy at first recommended that 
evacuation ba done by heliconptar from the polo field near the 
Enbajfador Hotel directly to ships anchored in the Port of Haina, 
Thais was subscqucatly cheaged to evacuation by bus from the Hotel 
to the Port and by helicopter from there to the ships2/ The 
Exdasay prasuzecd a ccasc-fira end safc-conduct could bs arrensed, 
Tae Embassy recommended that cvacuatioa begin the next morains, 
Tuesday, April 27, at 6:00 a.m. (Santo Demingo tims), but the 
Departacat suggested deferring the decision in order to permit 

aa assesomat of the early morning doy opments end set a tentsativa 
tarpet of EPioD noon (Washington time).73 
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On tha morning of April 27, procpecte for a safe ovacuction 
werd not at all favorable, howvar, Tho Enbagay reported that 
there wag no real willingness to negotiate by either oida, and 
that the Navy and Air Porca, which wore again in cooperation, 
intenied to iscue an ultimatum that the city would bo box arded 
4£ tho xobela did not agree to a military funta?7In a catches 
convergation with Under Secretary Mann at 9:10 a.m. (Washingto 
tins), Connett reported that about 1000 troops under Gcnoral 
Moatags ware moving in from tha west to join the antierchel forces, 
Ilo egtinated that approximatcly 1000 Americana were at the 
Enbojedoxy Notol, but he exid ha was not poing to move thea for 
the time boing, because of the dancer and his inability to reach 
Scn Isidro to fix a tims for a cease-five, Mann informed Conactt 
that an inatruction was ‘boing prepared that would tell him to = 447 
Dress with the evacuation whenever ho thought it ocfo to co co, © 
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A chooting fneident had a} 1g0 occurred that morning at the 
Hotel when rebel patrols entered the grounds of a folse rusot 
that ons of their opponents, Rafcl Roatlla Aybar, who had bees 
dn tha area carlior, was among the evacucesa, Tha patrol departed © 
after firing several hundzed chots2’ No evacuces weve harmed, 
end their evacuation by bus to Haina Naval Base began at 11:30 a.me, 
local time, All evacuces reached thore safely end by 4:45 p.m 25 
thay had beea lifted by helicopter to nearby United States skips. 


Prospects of a peacaful settlencnt wore alco unfavorable 

oa April 27, Connett had pointed cut in hig talephoae conversation 
with Mean that no one knew who would win and that thera was little ’* 
chonace of getting a cease-five at that timo, Msnn then said 
thet tho United Statco objective vas to restore law and order 
end to gea tha establishoacnt of a provisional povernzent with 
general elections «3 scon ag possible, in order to svoid bloode 
ched and the political risk, He told Coanett to try this fommla 
out, not officially, but perecnally; but officially 1£ neccssary.- 
Mann said that the United States did not want to Intervene, but 
that it looked as thoush the polnt was approaching where there 
would be a lot of unnecessary bloodched and risk. Mo hopod for 

a “drau" junta, He ceacluded by emphasizing that Amaricen lives 
ase be protected, and that the United Statca would probably do 
sonething about it if they wera endengered.¥ Later in tha mOMLNS» 
the Denartment inatructed the Dmbassy that tha United States's 
pricary objectives vere to restore low end order, prevent a possible 
conmmist takeover, and protect Amcrican lives. The Department 
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understood fron Connett'’s xceporting that the Molina Urcia 
“srovistonal govarnacat™ was not in contyol of the oituatton and 
that, cinca tha dey before, the position of Veasin end De Los 
Santos had gocxid mora evenly balanced with that of tha rabal - 
forced, Tho Department then instructed Coanctt to contact tha 
rilitary Leatera of tha contending foxces and sugsest to thea 
tho establichmont of a military jenta to act as the provislonsal 
govemrecat and restore law and order, prevent a comaunist take- 
over, and arransze to hold frce and denseratic electioas as prenptly 
eo Zoagible, Cennett was not to becons involved in the details 
o2. the formation of the fimta but he was to urge that there be 
no preconditions or repr¢gioals, Counett was asked to acoist 

., éEmbooendor Bennatt, who was then in Puerto Rico, to return as 
coon ag goasible, since hig presence might mike tho difference 
in bringing the contending sides together, (Doc, 2) * 


Repeated efforts by various Enbasoy offictals throughout 
the rest of the day to get the contending factions together 
proved ebortive, .. ; : 


While the boubing and fighting, which had resuacd in the 
carly aftornooa, wea in pragress outside the cvacuation orca, 
ArSassador Bennett reached the Embassy by way of the Boxer, 

At 2:30 p.m., Waehington tine, Acsicteat Secratary Vaughn told 
Mapn that he had juse talked with Bennett, who said that shots 
wara still being fired ond that there wore rumors of moves ageinst 
the Exbassy end Embafador Hotel, Bennett said that two groups 

of officers hed telephoned him to tell him that the United Stateg 
oneuld stop the fichting, Beanctt had told thom that it was 
up te them. He said it looked ao Lf the sttustion wes tuming 
tovard Wessin, Re said that the role of the communists was 
very evident and getting clearer all of the time, and that they 
were calling all of the shots. He said that the Enbagssy had 
tried four times the previous day to get a caase~fire to stick, 
tut each time firing had been resumed by the cozcunista.”/ Bennott 
had esked the Boxer to move in closer to Santo Dozingo co that 
tha people coy d sea that tho bombers were not operating from 
tha carricr, ; 


ie oats 


During the afternoon, rebel officora came to the Exbassy 
tice to state that they were willing to talk with the other 
side 1£ the boeSing was stopped. During the first visit, Enbessy - 
attachés conveyed this information to Rivera Camfinero, Nevy 
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Chic? of Staff, and ha agreed to aston for ona hour 1f talks 
would ba held oa a navy olilp. Moline Urea did not agree to 
this ond proposed the Palace dustesd. This, in turn, was ue 
accent-bla to Riverfe./>At the secord mooting, the attendLag 
rebel officera told Enbassy officials that they would be willing 
to cccept a junta, and Mr. Iuyle, a political officer in tha 
Rape) » went to tha Palace to urge Molina Ureiia to agree to 
this,” : 


About 4:00 p.m., local timo, Holina UreHa, hia political 
otvicoxs, and Colconols Hernando Manfrez and Caganito came to 
_ the Exbassy. Bennate talked with them. He found Molina Ureda 
nervyees and dejected, and he thought 4¢ wag clear that the 
_ visitors realized the forces arrayed against them were superior, 
' end that they were prapared to negot4ate a settlement. Bennete 
etregced that tha bloodshed mist cease and reminded the redel 
leaders that it was their ectica on Saturday (April 24) which 
had daitLated the fratricide ead called forth a counter-reaction, 
Bemiect went on to tell them that tue United Statea had loyally 
gusported Bosch end had clearly expressed disarproval of his 
overthrow, but that eighteen moaths had passed since then and 
this Intest effort to restore him was obylougly unsuccessful and _ 
at sone point if was necessary to start anew, Bennett mada it 
clear to thea that the Exbaaisy wes talking to both sides on 
oimilay terms ond when, during the session, he received word 
that tha Navy-Air Force bombardment hed cesocd, he surpsested 
that it waa high time that tha Molina Ureta croup approcch the 
other sida for talks, He stressed exmhatically the extent of 
comziaist influence on the Molina Urciia side and the toleration 
of them ca tha part of the PRD, At one point, he told Molina 
ofa, with whom ha hed alwaya been on good peroonal terms, thet 
he wa3 sorry for him, but that hea could not deny the serious 
commmist infileretion and influcnce in recent events. Bennett 
xeported to Washington that Molivia Urcna's answers and those of 
his collecgues were “spocious sad unconvincing” and showed "no 
willingness to admit thet cuch was the case”, 


In comection with the group's request that the Embassy 
dissuade Wesain from crossing tho Puerte Bridea and get the Air 
Poree to call off the bombing, Anbasnoador Bennett reminded then 
of the four efforts on the part of tha Embassy the previous day 
to arrange a ceascefire and mother effort earlier on the 27th, 
byt thet the rebel group hed tried to take advantage of each 
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oltuation. Ue also singled out individual idcidento, including 
tho xebol raid at the Noted Labasedor when tha evacuees vera 
thera, as examples of what tha United Statag objectad to. 
Benactt sald that he daclinced courtcously a proposal mado by 
Molina Urewa that he attend necotLlations, along with tha Papal 
Nuacio (Emanuele Clarizio) and representatives of tho Church, 
Te sald that ho had no authority to participate and the United 
States wanted the Dominicans themsclves to resolve their diffecre 
oncag, He said the United States leoked forvard to carly, 

free olections, perhaps eyporviecd by tho 043. Tho group left 
after en hour. [Doc. 3}]7” 


By then, General Moates kad arrived in tha outskirts of 
Santo Doningo with his 1000 troopa and Wessin had crossed the 
Duarte Bridge, followed by inZentry, Police Chief Despradel 
told Beanett that the restoration of order wag under way, ond 
the strectg “vould ba cleaned" that night.” é 


Bennett telephoned Vaugha shortly after the mecting broke 
upf/ end tha Department responded with en inotruction, beacd on 
the indicatioa that the tide had now turned stronsly in favor 
of tho San Isidro group. Bennett wag told to taka the carlicat 
opportunity to get in touch with thess military leaders end urge 
oa thea a policy of moderation aad no reprisala in dealing vith 
the sebols, The Department acked Bennett to stress with Wessin 
the objectives of unity and of promot measures to restore the 
deroge end got on with the very difficult job of econonic stably 
lization ond prog gress sé Bennett, in ona of hia conversatioas 
with Mann and Vcugha, also said he thought it was desirable 
thet the carrier task group that had taken the evacuees to 
Puarto Rico that afternoon, retura to Sento Doaingo. “7 


The Molins-Uredia group did not approach the "loyalists", ~° 
end, before the night was over, Molina Uréena and other Pad 
politicos took asylum in the Colo=biea Embassy. Colonel 
Caancho, howover, returned to a rebel headquarters and started 
to organize further resistance, 


The collapse of the Molina Ureia regime created a political 
vacuum ond initiated a new phase of the crisis. On the nicht 
of April 27, the Enbasoy euncsriccd the “salient factors in the 
insurrection", Tha factors listed emphasized that 1) tho Uatted 
States kad not triad “to impose eny particular solutions 2) there 
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wae an initial confusion of purpose among tha rebole, with 
maay amy leaderg thinking in texsa of a military junta rather 
than tho retura of Boachs 3) the comaunists had moved vith 
extraotdinary opocd to capitaliza.on tha situations 4) the 
Molina Ureia regime was unable to maintain order effectively; 
5) Amorfean Lives wore endangered by the actions of irregular 
rebel troops invading the Eimbajador Motelg 6) rebol tactics 
reached tha Limits of human decency; 7) rebola sacked tho heade 
quarters of opposition political parties; and 8) pre SANTO ~ 


_ DOMINGOS had a dofinite Castro flavor, ' 


‘The Embaesy aid not intead that thle summary should put 
total blame on ona side, but, rathor, that it would counteract 
anticipated charges in the American presa that the United States 
“stood by while valient ‘fighters for freedon! opposed the usual 
repressive Latin American military oligarchy", © 


During tha three daya April 28-29-30, the bacic decisions 


_, wore made that determined the action tha United eee took fin 
' fégponse to the course of evonts in Santo Domingo, Wednecdsy, 


April 28, bozan with consideration of the question whether to 
provide fifty “walt:Lo-talkies" to the Dominican Aix Force, and 
exded with the Landing of Unitcd States Marines. Steps were 
taken to bring the Orgenization of American States (CAS) into 
the picture. Then, in the noxt two days, the role of the Marines 
wa broadened and additional forces were landed, while efforts 
were mado to obtain en cffective cease-fire, 


The request for the fifty communications sets hed cone from 
General De Log Santos, the Dominicea Air Force Chief of Staff, 
who degired them “for use by militazy forces end police in mop- 
up operations today in Santo Domingo,” the Embassy informed the 
Department in a telegram recoived at 8:11 a.m. Wednesday. The 
Exbassy strongly rocomnended that the sets be made available 
from stocks In Puerto Rico and that they be flam to San Isidro 
that morningé? Two hours Leter, Ambasgador Bennett followed up 
the telegram with a telephone call to Assistant Secrotary Veucha 
and Kepeated the recommendetion. The Ambassador reported that 
the civilian PRD leaders of ths revolt ware now in asylun and 
that armg wera baing distributed to commmist groups. Ho said 
that the fight had become exclusivoly one of comanist versus 
non-commnista, and that the lntter needed walkic-talkies.:7 At 
11:05 a.m.y however, Under Sacretary Maan told Vaughn informally 
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that ha had decided acainst moving eculonent ia at that time, 
although he thought it vould be all right to move the valkice 
talhtes to the Roxor, “if needed later, .but not to tell 
Desinicans." He also approved the rctur from Pansna to Santo 
Donmiags of the absent MAAG mcabera 12 Ambassador Benactt needed 
thea ag advisors, but he did not wish the United States to get 
involved 4n advistag or helping oae side or the other. The 
Uaited States, he continued, should honor its treaties of non- 
» dnaterveation. We added that the situation should ba watched 
closaly and that 2£ it looked ua 42 there could be a comunist 
-takcover, thea ‘Ye would have to sot into it." When Ambassador 
Benaatt telephoacd Vaughn at 11:45 a.m. and egain asked for the 
walkia~talkies, Bennett was told that tha idea had becn turned 
- dowt, Tho Ambassador roplicd that he thought it was a great 
saigtakes that it could prove the tuming point,’ 
The Depaztment’s position was sumaisd up in a message drafted 
by Deputy Asofatant Secretary Saysa cad diepatched at 1:13 p.m. 
The United States, it was pointed out, did not wish to Jatervens 
unless the outcone of the struczle in Santo Donineo were in dcubt. 
Fron the Ecbassy's reports, the message continued, it appeared 
thas the anti-rcbel forces were winaing, and that it world be 
only a mattex of time uatil they dominated the situation. Steps 
were, however, being taken to kave the walkic-talsies delivered 
~. 4 to the Boxer, the Embassy was told, go that they would be evetlable 
" * __ ; Af they proved critical to the outcom3s% Tha Departnent had no 
—— "" deadt been confirmed in its position by a message received about 
half en hour earlier to tha efiect that the Doninican Air Force 
hed just ennouaced the formatica of a junta representing the 
wea amad services. 97 


Immediately after hie telephone conversation with Assistant . 
Sserctary Vauchn, Ambassador Bennctt reiterated hig sequeat Zor 
the radlo sets in a telegram received at 1:48 p.m. The lack of 
commmicationg equipzent ves, he said, “the most critical lack 
in che curront situatioa™, The Andassador explained that the 
Deninican Aiv, Havy, and Aray forecs were at geparate pofats and 
without meang of adequate and prozpot cemmimicatica, and that the | 
Attechés felt that this "could woll mean the cifferenca in 
results of the present confrontation.” The Attachés also felt 
thet a denial of the radioa would cffect morale, Bennett then 
repcoted his judgement that "the issue here now da a fight between 
Castro-type elencnts end those who oppose.” He concluded with 
this varning: 
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I do not wish to be over-cramatic, but 12 wo deny 
single commnications equipment, and the opnositioa 

to a leftist takeover here loses for lack of heart ‘or 
otherwise, wo may very well be asking in the near future 
for the lending of Marines to protect U.S. citizens and 
possibly for other Eapunposcas Which would Washington 
prefer? [Doc. 4}° 


Following receipt of Sayre's message setting forth the Departrent's 
position, Bennett at 3:03 p.m. again telephoned Washington. Ue 
epoke to Sayra ond once more urged that the walkfie-talkieo be 

mado available to the junta forces, 37 


The alternative posed by Benactt in his latest message was 
already on the way to pushing the welkie-talkte problem into second - 
ploce, Earlier in the aftcrnooa, before Bennett talked with 
Sayre, the Embassy received a telezhone call from Colonel Benoit, 
representing the newly-formed junta, who asked that the United 
Stetca land 1200 Marines "to help restora paace to this, country." 
Beroit had not elaborated, the Embassy reported in a message 
received at 3:16 p.m., and ho hed boen given no encouragement, 
Ber.nett comnaented to Washington that he did not believe the 
Situation justified such actioa st this time,and that he agreed 
with the Navy Attaché that "Marines should not be used in any 
eveat for strect-clearing operations.” He sald that the nili- 

- tazy was preponderant but was separated geographically and without 
edequate commnications, The Attachés, continued Bennete, “at 
this stage consider the cutcoma in doubt." He suggested that 
“the Department may wieh to da some contingency planning in case 
the situation should break apart end deteriorate rapidly to the 
extent that we shou id peed Maxines in a hurry to protect American 
citizens,” (Doc. 5} 
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There were enough questions raised by this message, Presidential 
SpecZal Assistant McGeorge Bundy told Under Sccretary Mera in a 

' telephone coaversation at 3:50 p.m., to warreat briefing the 

President, which Bundy said he would do at 4:15 p.m, Mann had 

not yet seca Bennett's massage, the gist of which Bundy apparently . 

gave hin over the telephone, If it wore a question of “a mopping- 

up job", Mann said he was opposed to sending guns or equipment, — . 

but if the cutcome were really in doubt that would be on catirsly 

different matter, Bundy replied that the balance appeared to be 
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otill on the sida of the jvata, but the requeut had been for 
the Mariacs to lcnd, Mann told him ha was not in favor of send- 
ing tho Marines, and Bundy agreed with him, 6/ 


To tha-extent that the question became one of placing American 
arecd forces ashore, the decision whether to placa walkio-talkics 
in the hands of the 4uata becama an ecagler one to make and its 
probable conseaucnces relatively minor, After talking with Bundy, 
Uader Secretary Mana called General Earle G, Wheeler, Cheirman 

of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, end told him about the urgent request . 
received from Santo Denainso for the Fifty redioz/’ He understood, 

. Mann told Genoral Wheeler, that forty-nine radio sets were at 
Ramey Air Porco Baga in Pucrto Rico, and he now suggested that 
they be alr-lifted to Santo Doatngof3 The Exbassy, Mann explained, 
reported that tha outcomes of the conflict hed become deubtful. 
He found thia hard to believa, he continued, but 211 the Attachés 
agreced that such was tha cace, General Wheeler said he would 
have tho necessary arrengencats made for sending the radios, 
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~ In the meantime, the Departaent had received a message froa 
Dennett underscoring hig earlier warning that the cheracter of 
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the xevolt had chnaged., We urged the Department to meke an 
attempt to convince Juan Bosch that “valid elements" of the Pad 
had gone into hiding not merely from the junta forces, but to 
_ ea equal measure from the "extrome leftists” who had taken over 
the reballion, Leadarship of the revolt, Bennett reported, 
wag “now clearly extrema left Cagtro-typa”., Martinez Frencisco, 
tha Secretary General of the PRD, was now attempting to reach 
San Isidro, tho message continued, to broadcast that the P2D 
no lcnger hed enything to do with the revolt. "If rabels victoe 
rioua nov," Bennett's warning ended, “let va make no mistake 
about it, this will be takcover by extreme left," 


Within the hour, two messages of the most urgeat priority 
reached the Departmsnt from Santo Domingo. The first carricd 
the text of a written request from the junta for "unlimited and 
imecdiate military assistance.” [Roc. 6]‘’The second contained 
the unonimous opinion of the Country Team that the tine hed come 
to land Marines, (Doc. 7] Fiftecn minutes after the first 
message hed been recaived, Bundy telephoned Under Secretary Mann, 
told him to got the walkic-talkics ready, and ssid he would give 
the "go signal" later. At 5:25 p.n., Bundy again telephoned the 
Under Secretary and asked if he had scen the now "critic" 
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(presumably Critie Fiva, veccived at 5:16 p.m.). Maan told hin 
that he had just received it ead that the Department would make 
a recomnondation in fiftecn or tucnty minutes. During this cone 
vorsatton Bundy probably gave the "co afgacl" for tho walkic« 
talkies, aince a message was dispatched from the Departnacnt at 
5:32 p.m. inforning tha Enbascy that aU,S. Air Force plane .-' 
would deliver tho radios to San Ioidro, 
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by this tina, however, tha walkie-talkie question | had becoza 

definitely of sccond importance, The junta'’s request fox holp 
hed waracd that the sebel msvenent was Comumnist-directed and that 
it would, if victorious, tura the Deninican Republic into another 
Cuba, Bennett's follow-up message hed deoocribed a rapidly deterLe 

' orating situation, The military Leaders of the funta, he reported, 
were discouraged, dioorganized, and tired, The Chief of Police, 
continued Bennstt, had informed the Enbassy that moppius-up 
operations could not be continucd in faco of the violent resistcnce 
the police had met, and that the most he could do was defend a 
fow key installations, Bennett reported that the Chief of MAAG 
bed juct returaed from San Isidro, where he had found the “gcneral 
stwosphere dejected and emotional’, Colonel Benoit, referring 
to the official request for assistance, had assured the MAAG 
Chief that without Amoricean kelp the junta would “have to quit,” 
the message continued, It was this report and those from intellle 
gonce sources, end the receipt of the junata’s request, that led 
tho Country Team to call for the Marines, American Lives wera 
in danger, Ardassador Bennett added, and “2f Wachingtoa wishes”, <- 
he continued, the Marines could be landed for the purpose of © = -“* 
protecting the cvecuation of American citizens, since he had 
Just been informed by the Chief of Police that protection could 
no longer ba provided for the evacuation route to the port of 
Haina:, The Ambassador suggested that the Marines establish 
their "beachhead" oa the Hotel Enbajador polo field, which could 
be used for helicopter landings. A detachnent would also be oo 
desirable oa the Enbassy grounds, he added. Bennott ended the 
message with "Z recomend imacdiate lending." [Doc. 7} && 
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The decigton to send in the Marines ways soon forthconing. 
At 5:45 p.m., Under Secretary Maan informed General Wheeler 
that he had just talked with the President, who had said "go 
sread"27 Ten minutes later, Mann talked with Ambessador Bennett 
oy telephone. Bennett, according to his recollection three coaths 
later, told Monn that the Embassy had recoived oral statexcnts 
from the junta that the lives of American citizcns could no 
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lonser ba protected, although tha junta’a writtea request (Critie 
Four) had not montioned the inability to guarantee protection 

for foreign nationale, “Monn asked Bennett to ecnd a "paper 
quickly to effect Amorican lives dn danger". As soon as he had 
fintehed talking with Bennett, Mana called the White House and 
told Special Aosiotant Moyara that he had talked with Bennett 
about the "paper", Moyers gaid that “oxecute ordare" had already 
gone out from Secretary McNemara to General Wheeler and that it 
chould take ono or tvo hours to pet the first Marinos achore,7~ 


STREP Ter ic 2 


After mooting with Secratary Ruak at 6:10 p.m., Under 
Secretary Ball, Mann, Vaughn, Sayre, Crockett, and Executive 
Secretary Read held a teleconference with Ambassador Bennett 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. They told tha Anbasosdor that the raval 
commander had been authorized to lead Marines in tha nocessary 
strensth to establish a secure point, or points, to evacuate 
U.S. and foroign nationals, whencver Bennett se ordered, They 
also told Bennett that a statement would be issued in Washingtoa 
that this action was taken beczuse Dominican authorities had 
notified the United States that thcy wore unable to saferuard | 
the lfvea of American citizens. The statemeat vould also deplore 
the situation and call on both sidca to work for a cease-fire. 
The Actbassndor replied that 309 Marines were then Landing cnd 
that it was in good tine, since the evacuation area was under 
fire, Bennett added that he had offered protection to any 
meabers of the diplomatic corps who could come to the Embajfador, 
but he had told the Colomb{an Ambassador there were not enouch 
Navines to protect other Embassies. Bennett also reported that 
the Secretary~Genersl of tha PRD, Martines Francisco, accompanied 
by the Papal Nuncio, had just read over the Dominican Air Force =~ 
redio an agreement allesedly reached with the military junta, \ 
which provided for Bosch's formal resignation from the Presidency “~ 
snd supervised elections under the OAS, Bennett said Lt was 
difficult to judge whet the rebel reaction to this vould be, 
He enid the Nuncio: wes reported to ba attempting to coatact 
Molina Urcfia also./? The teleconference Laated about en hour, 
ond, while it wae in progross, or shortly afterwards, President 
Jobnson met with Congressional leaders at the White House. Vord 
that the Marines had landed reached him during the neetins.”” 
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Later, at 8:40 pom, the President meade a brief statemeat 
over a nation-wide radfo end television network. Announcing that 
he had reported the "serious situation in the Dominican Republic" 
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to tha lendere of the Congress, the President ecaid ha hed 
int foxmad the Coaprosostonal Llecderyg of tha cecistons the Coveme 
at considerxed necessary “in order to protect American lives" 
ond those lenders had expressed theie support of the decisicas. 
Ha told the Ancrican public that, a2 a regult of orders ho had 
givers: thea Sccrotary of Defeasa, 40) Marines had already landed 
to protect Amaricang and other nationals and to cacort thea 
gafaly out of the Dominican Republic, We had, he said, repaatedly 
acpesaled for a ccege-Zire betucen the contending forces, cnd 
now ha repeated this urgent appeal, He concluded by stating 
that the Council of the OAS had beca hee of the situation 
ead would ba kept fully informed, {Doc. 8] 7° 


In tho meantima, Ambacszodr Bennctt's efforts to obtain 
weitten confirmation of tha junta’s adintcsion that it was unable 
to cuarented the cafety of Accrican lives had encountered cone 
mmications problems, end it was not until 1:16 a.m. on April 29 
that the Department received the requested message fron Bonnett. 
Ho reported receiving tha following ‘etatencnt from Colonol — 
Benoits 


"Roraxding oy earlier request, I wish [to] add that 
American lives are in danger and conditions are of such 
disorder that it 46 impossible to provide adoquate 
protection, Therefore, I ack you for tenporary intere 
vention to restore public order in this country." 


The question of extending tha Marinsa’® role in the directioa 
suggested by Colonel Benoit had alroady been raised by Ambassador 
Beanett tha evening before. In a message received ot 7:52 p.ne, 
April 28, Bennett had informed the Department that he had takea 
the initiative to call on the Bo-cr for a platoon of Marines to 
guard the Exbassy ard for another small detachneat to evacuate 
Ancricang from tha Enbajador Uotcl, Adverting to the posaibi lity | 
of a broekdown of all govermncnt euthority in Santo Doninso, —"~" 
Bennett racommended “that cerioug thought be given in Wachingtoa 
to armed intexyention which would go beyond the mere protection 
of Americans and seck to establich order in thie strife-riddea 
country." The mossage then continuads 


t ALL indications point to the fact that, 12 present 
efforts of forces loyal to the goveronent fail, power 
will be aseumed by groups clearly idcatiffed with the 
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Coomaist party. If tho situctioa described above 
con2s tO pao, my om xecoacndutica cand that of 
Country Team to thet wo vhould intaryeaa to prevent 
enothes Cuba £rom aricing cut of the ashes of thio un- 
controllable situation, Pcnding this decision we 
recomacad that additional military units ba dispatched 
to this area since preacnt forces available ave con- 
sidezed inadocuate to perform the ek ciacs have 
sugseated ag our last resort. 77 


* “By thie time, two brigades of the S2nd nen Divis sols totslling © 
4529 moa, had already beca placed on alext at Fort Brags, N.Cey 
‘? and no further action vith reopect to the paesey 8 cuggestion 
‘was taken watil the folloving afternoon. 


‘ of inasdfate concern was whether the Marines ‘Sat had Landed 
were sufficteat to deal with the situction. With som2 400 Marines 
on shoxa, there were approximately 1400 crore remaining on board 
the vessels of the tack group. In a telephone conversatica with 
Monn, at 10:40 p.m. on the 28th, Under Secretary Ball indicated 
that the question of landing the rescining Marines had been 
discussed with the Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Ball 
said that he and Secretary Ruck had wented to send in the rengining 
edditional men but that Genazal Wheclor wanted to hold back.” Ton 
minutes later, the Departnent was informed that Ambassador Beanstt 
had been in touch with the cosmacdor of the task group about 
forty-five minutes earlicr and had expreased a preference to _ 
postpone a deciston on the additional Marines. Benastt had 
suggested that the commander discuss the current situation and 
possible future measures with him the next morning. One of the 

_ possible measures was a show of forca by aircraft over Sante 
Doaingo. The decision as to the destrability of such a step was 
left to the Ambassador, whose judgment was that no ussful purpose. | 
would be served by on over-£light, at least for the time being. “~~ 


The presence of the Marincs on the Enbassy grounds end in 

the vicinity of tho Embajador Hotel had apparcatly mede itsolf 

folt by the time Ambassador Bennett talked with the task group 

cominider, The aituation at the hotel was quiet, Bemnett reported 

to the Departnent, and all Americens who had reported to the hotral 

had been évacuated, except for a few who wera still being processed. 
- Saipers had been firing from a field edjacent to the Eabsessy, cone 

tinucd Bennett, but tha shooting had not recurred since Iater 
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afternoon, ‘The Embassy had little knowledge of what was happcae 
ing “dowmtown", Bennett added, oxcept for unconfiracd reporta 
of many policeman boing killed and of sporadic eniping an ono 
of the xesidential areas, %? 
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Whether to roinforca the Marines end expand their role was 
the major problem that faced the policy-makers in Uashington 
curing Thursday, April 29. Tne initial contingents had been 
sent ashore on Wedacsday for tho restricted purpose of protccting 
end cvacuating Accrican citizens, cud both the Embassy and the 
Department sought to avoid any action that might have been 
construcd as a broader role, 


By the end of the moming, the concept of non-involvement 

hed begim to narrow down and the role of the American forces 
had become correspondingly broader, In a conversation vith 
Secretary of! Défconse McNamara at 3:40 a.m., Under Secretary Mann 
hed observed that landing the Marines hed been a "shot fin the 
era to Son Intdro", but that the United States vas "trying to 
giva a picture of impartiality." According to notes made by | 
Morn's Special Assistant, Secretary McNamara understood thia, 
but wondered whether it was not "time for a little military 
cupport."' However, the Council of the Orgenization of American 
States was scheduled to meet later that morning, end Mana 
eussested to McNamara that thoy wait end seo how the OAS reacted 
to the initial landings? ad Then, at 10:55 a.m., Mann sent ine 
structions to Ambassador Bennett that contained indications of 

ehift towards more support for the junta. The Department, 
Maan inforaed Bennett, wes procceding on the basic assumption 
that most of the moderates had abandoned the insurgeat movee Nes | 
rent and that the insurgents wore now led by "LePtuing extrenists 
including particularly communists." Bennett was told that, for 
the time being, the Marines should hold, but not expand, the 
aress they had secured, and that “participation by United States 
troopa in offensive fighting against extremists is a major policy 

sefsion which should be made by highest authority here." The 
message then continued: “Request you give urgent consideration = --« 
to development of operational plans by Allience [f.e., the junta] > 
vith quiet assistance of few United States officers for the 
deliberste and systematic reductioa of insurgent-held parts of 
city. Ara communications with Allicnce leaders adequate to 
perait this to be dona?" {[Doc. 9])5 


tee hat Raters oot 


+ ny angi BR. ho: 


weet ae nse 


Pe Eee EL 
: : 
Stok Be mei A i ec IDS a te di geil de ila aati ghiayl EU RRA. 


ane 


COPY 


LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON LIBRAR 


SSSSET/EXDIS 


 SANITIZED COPY 


In replying te the Department's instructions, Bennett stated 
that theca Aly Porco MAAG officers ware already at San Isidro 
working primarily on cosmunicationg and that ho intended to 
‘expand their role to include cosistance in developing opcraticnal 
plens. We further informed the Departmant that he had just scat 
an Avay menbor of the NAASG to San Icidvo to exerciga a nintlar 
advisory role, Conwnaicetions ransined the most serious problen, 
Benactt cafd, but ha hoped tha walkie-talkices would help, “3 
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Im the meantime, the questloa whether the 400 or 60 Mazines 
on shora were adequate, eithor in tarma of a possible broader 
mission or in view of the cituntion whatever thely role, had 
also been discusacad and considered. Ambagsador Bennett, who hed 
- postponed making a Judgment on reinforcing the Marines until he 
had consulted with the tsok group comaander, mat with the Comand- 
ing Officer shortly after noca on Thurcday, Bennett had Just 
veturacd froa a meeting of the Diplomatic Corps, from which he 
brought reports of several esbascics’ having been violated and 
a geaoral expression of approval for tha presence of the United 
Statcs Marines.. During his conference with the task group 
comanider the Anorican Embassy cava under reasonably heavy fire 
fro2a snipers, which the Marines returned. Ambansador Bennett 
at this time authorized the cowandor to bring his chins into 
position pYeparatory to landing the remaining Marines, Before 
the Marines wera definitely coamitted, there would be two or 
three hours, Bennett suggested, in which the situation could 
be reviewed. At about the time the Ambassador end the naval 
commander wera conferring in Sento Domingo, the Department 
inforzed the Enbassy that "highest authority has ordered debar~ 
kation reasining Marines aboard Boxer,” Another massage followed 
a fey minutes Later asking whether direct intervention by United 
States forces wos neceasary in order to save tha current situation. 
“Wo cannot,” the Department's second telegram ended, “afford . 
{to) permit elcuation [to] deteriorate te point where Communist — 
tal:c-over occurs.'¥/In a teleshone conversation with Under 
Secretary Mann et 2:50 p.m., Atbacsador Bennett told of the 
eniping activity outside the Embassy. A subsequent conversation 
forty minute Leter seems to hava doalt with Bennett's discussion 
with tha commcender of the task group, bet the coanectioa was 
poor, and the first clear information that preparations were 
undar way in Santo Domingo for landing the remainder of the 
Marine force was apparently Bennett's CRITIC SEVEN mossaga, 
received at 4:12 p.m, Shortly afterwerd, the Department informed 
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tho Enbasoy that the Dopartrcnt of Defense had finatructed the 
Neval commander to Land all remaining Marines and heavy equip- 
ment, By 9:15 p.m. Cachington tima) most of the majox comvat 
units had beoa pat sohora and tha landing was proceeding withe 
out incident, 59 


Ia his ceply to the instruction scat by Uador Becrotary 

Menn tha¢ morning, Ambacscdor Bennett had proposed, 4£ not a 
broader role, at least a mora extensive area of oporations for 

the Maxines. Ho proposed that the Marines take over a otrip 

of the city extending from the Nortel Enbajador to the National 
Palace in order to safeguard Amricen lives and property, and 

to protect the diploaatic missions located in the arca. 36 Although 
this extension of the Macincs® oparational area would heve pushed — 
a narrow wolge dnte the rebel stronghold, it would rot have 

accled off the rebale nor crented a eafe haven for ail forsign 
national desiring protection, two possibilities that the Departe 
meut waa now conoidering, During a long teleconference that 
begen at 6:40 p.m, (Washington tims), Bennett was informed that 

the Department had under adviseacat the establishment of “an 
faternational vafety sone" that would include the Embassy and 

the Polo Grounds end all the area between thesa two points and 

tho waterfront. [Doc. 10)” Ambassador Bennett, in reply, 
expressed his belie£ that to catablish guch a zone as an 

“ennounced policy" would ba undesirable because it could be 
criticized ag discriminatory in that the area comprised on uppore 
clas9 residcatiel section. The gama purpose could be achieved, 
he pointed cut by prescnting it as a tactical move stemaing 
lsctically from the presence of the Marines oa the western out= | 
akicts of the city. In any case, he bolieved it would not ba 7” 
possible to establish a completely secuve avea of the aize | 
contenpLated with the forcea then available. Asked for hia ee 
political judgenent on the feasibility of an operation that a 
eveaing degiged to seal off the heavy rebel concentration in \ 
tha dawmetown section of the city, Bennett stated that it would 
be yory degicable, Tha views of the commmder of the naval 
force ware not imaodictely available, but tha Chief of MAAG and | 
the Naval Attaché judged that additional forces would be needed 

for such an oparation. As explained from Washington, the political 
concept wag to create a “corden sonitaire" which would produce { 
en "“crforced ceese-fire", Tha OAS would then ba esked to negotlate/. 
a political settlement between the conflicting sides, with the 
United States supplying its infiucace to prevent a communist 
solution. 
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Tha Washington assessment, vith waich the Embasoy agreed, 
wed that a rebal victory would probably lcad to a pro-‘commumtot 
government in Santo Deaingo. To forestall this result had coma 
to be an eagantial conoideration. Tho qucotion was ratood 
durios the teleconference whether direct military actioa oa tha 
part of tha United Statca would ba xroqudred to proveat a come 
tcnist take-over as well ag to protect: Amevicen lives, to which 
fmbacondox Bennett replied that it Leaked that way in view of 
tha woak, weary, and inci fective military leadership of the 
junta. Ho wag pessinictic about necotiating a political ecttle« 
ment, The bitterness of the strugele, he reported, had hardenod 
both cides against negotiations, Dealing with the leftists was 
now Like dealing with mad dors, cad, he continued, any settlo- 
mont that would give thia group a status or foothold in arrange~ 
miata looking tovards a logitimate government should ba avoided. 
fa vecosmended that the “most inrortent actiea which can be 
tokea within next tvelve heaurs ig to commit sufficteat troops 
to do [the] job hera rapidly and effactively", and thet this be 
conploeneated by iemmodiatea large-scale medical end food etd for 
the Dozinican people, including the “military™. [Doc. 10] ° 


Less than half ea hour after the telecoaforence ended, the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff dirccted the commander of the Anerican 
forces in Sento Doaingo to prepare en operation plan for es Psbiishe 
ing a coxdon around the rebol gtronchold in the southeastern section 
of the city, Tha two battalicn cazbat teamg of the 82d Airborne 
Division that had becn alerted early in the crisis, and which 
were now, on the evening of the 29th, en route to Rancy Air Force 
Base, wera ordered to proceed direct to Santo Domingo for a mi 
lending at San Isidro, The ordcrs specified that their mission 
continued to be to protect Ancrican lives 2° Apprising the nae 
. Of the expected arrival of the airborne troops beginning at 
approximately 11:00 p.m. (Santo Domingo tine), the Department, 
in one part of the message that was strictly for Ambassador 
Bennett's information, referred to the poseibility of sealing off 
the rebel forces, as follows: 


Wa ava considering here fonsibility of interposing US 
amie? forces botueen insurgents and Junta forces in 
order to bring about an effective ccage fire and give 
the OAS tire to address itecclf to and find solutima 
for basic problems which we confront. All of this is 
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conafstent with our primary purpose which is to \ 
protect Aneriean livea and with our goneral policy of 


opposing apread of commntlgt coatrolled govermronts 
. in this henisphora, 
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Yho Eabassy was informed further that the OAS Council, which 
had met at 10:00 p.m. and was still in seaslea, waa expocted 
to ¢all for a cease-fire and to coad qa comalittee to the Dominieca 
Republic to bring it about.’ Later, in a “highest level meeting" 
that lasted until woll after midaight, it wag decided, since 


- . the OAS session was not axpected to end until early morning, to 


defer any decisioa ag to establinhing a cordon around the rebale 


. “pending whatever ection the OAS phoald tale, 7° 


At 2300 Oethe (April 30) the OAS Councll adopted a resolutioa 


calling for a ceaga-flra in Sento Domingo end an international 


safoty zoas in the neighborhood of the forcign enbassies.’/ An 
hour and a half later tha Department dispatched a mossage to 
the Embassy authorizing the use of the necegsary contingents to 
establish cuch a zone, the linits of which wera to include tha 
Enbafador Hotel and, 42 Acbassador Beanett and the military come 
mandes so decided, the National Palsca/~ Thie action was tcken 


gnortly aftervarda, .. 


From the tima the shooting had started in the Doninicen 
Republic, various efforts had been made to obtain a cease-fire, 
Four such efforts on the part of the American Embazsay had been 
violated by the rebels, The first effort that promised more 
than transitory success wag that of the Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps, the Papal Nuncie, Emenucle Clarizio. Oa the moming of 
April 30, Secretary Rusk asked Ambasoador Bennett to cooperate 
with the Nuncio’s efforts?’ and Later that morning, the Nuncito 
told Bennott that a coase-fire had been arranged for 11:45 a.n. 
local time. Bennett told Ball, Mann, and Crockett that ha wes 
not optimistic, and that he hed his doubts that the "bandits" 
could be controlledé// However, he and Ambassador Joha B. Martin, 
who hed just arrived in Santo Domingo, accompanied the Nuncio 
to San Isidro where Benoit signed a written agreement{? Tho 
agreement was signed by Colonel Caemafio the next day, May 1, 
19653 the soma day that OAS Secretary General José Mora arrived 
in the Dominican Republic to “establish” an OAS presence there. 
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Tho most ee developnent oa May 2 was the decistea 
of tho Doalnican Task Yorce tn Washinston to establich a Line 
of Communications (LOC) for the United States forces, extcnding 
' fren the Ozqu0 River Bridge to tha north-east povinater of the 
Nae none.’ This line was ceteblished during the nicht of 
ny 2.* This corsidor provided a sefo Mino of comwnaleatioas 
ve United Statea forecs otattoacd at Sana Ioidro and these 
holding the international escurlty sone. It also had the effect 
of intesposing United States forces between the major elerenate 
of the rebels and entl-rebols, thus preventing killings oa a much 
larger scale, Tha corridor alco facilitated the continued distzl- 
bautioa of needed food and medical cupplics by the United States 
to psople Living in both the rebel end enti-rebel zoacs. 
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The build-up of Ancricen forces continued on Mey 3 and the 
‘next tuo days, with supporting clenents arriving until May 14, 
ea which date the total of United States military persenicl on 
the ielend reached approximately 21,000. After the arrival of 
the first Latin American contiisents of the Inter-American Peece 
Force, cuthorized by the OAS oa May 6, the withdraval of United 
Statea forcea began when 1700 Marines were withdrawa on May 25-29, — 
Tnereafter, es additional Latin American troops arrived aid as st 
, conditions in Sento Donings permitted, further withdrawals were 
made, ‘By July 12,-the actual atrength of the United States’ forces ~« 
en the island had been reduced to approximately 11,000 men. The _ 
last TAP? unit departed from Scato Doningo more than a year 
later, on September 21, 1966. 


Oa the night of May 2, 1955, President Johnsca gave a major 

addreus to the natioa over radlo and television. He reviewed 

_ the Dominican crisis from its inception, saying, in part, that 
‘what began as a popular democratic revolution ... very shortly 
moved and was taken ovor and really ecised and placed into the 
hands of a band of comxrmmist conspirators." He stated that the 
Anerican nations would not permit a communist teke-overs that 
he joined with the GAS in appealing to the Dominicans to lay down 
arms end to start building a Dosainicen democracy. He stressed 
that the United States was there only to save lives and to pesveat 
a communist teke-overs ho caoid that the form and nature of the 
fzce Doninican governzent was solely a matter for the Dominican 
people to decide, but he hoped to sce a government freely chosca 
by the will of tha people. He added that he felt it was the rutual 
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responsibility of every citisca of the hhenfaphera “to help the 
people of the Dominican Republle toward the day when they cea 
£eeely choose tha path of Liberty and jugtica end progress." 
(Doc. 1u}47 

The eae untlateral action requized oa the part of the 
United States to snva ILyes and prevent a communist take-over 
kad now been completed, The next stage was to ba a slow, patient 
Saari ar| effort by both the United States and the ons to 

gsist the Doninicaa Republic to retura to a frealy-elected 
eo yarenues These negotLatioas were frocuently conducted in an 
atmosphere of eporedic violence, although there wore continuing 
efforts to obtaia a perasnent ceaso-fire. Thus, tha Nuncio’s 
enaky cease-fire wes reinforced by the Act of Scato Domingo, 
signed oa May 5 and sponcored by an OAS Special Cozalssion. In 
cipaing thie act, the two sides vatifted the carlier cease-fire, 
recoraized the establishzeat of the international safcty zone, 
agzocd to permit the everuetioa of asylees, and undertook to 
essist in relief work. Tite wes followed by another “humanitarian” | 

truce on May 19, negotiated by a UN rcprosentative, Its tina 
linit weo gradually extended and its effectiveness lasted for 
loager periods, but occasional cutbreaka continued for meny montha 
to con3, 7 


During May, American of ficlals made a nunber of attenpta 
to errive at some peaceful political solution, On May 4, Under 
Secretary Mann met with the fendy Comittee, which had beer sect 
up in the White House two or three days earlier, aad presented 
a briefing on hia proposal to expand or replace the existing 
militery juata, The idea of a threcemsa junta, to include rep- 
regontatives of former Presidents Losch and Balaguer, as well no 
eo a proxinent neutral figure,wag to be taken under coasideration, 


Tats mocting eccurred before Washington received the news 
that rebol leaders (on May 4) hed enneunced the creation, of al 
"Constitutional Goverment", with Cacmafo as president“ The 
Cocmao faction lnbeled thia the legitimate govérament of tha 
Republic end stated that Bosch had consented to it. Both 
Acbasssdora Bennett and Martin felt that fast action wes necessary 
to couater this developzrent/“Martin, who had beea pent by Presie . 
deat Johnson to assist Bonnett cad especially to try to esteblish ~ 
coatact with moderates in the rebel faction, had b=? several 
fruitless talks with Caamaio and with Bosch, whom he visited in 
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Yuerto Rico, Ha vas now ofvea csponalbility Ly Beancte 

to work with Cenoral Avtosio 1° ey eadorate) to try to fora 
a bvocd-based civilfan-nilite: ta to be herded BY, Invert 
but dacluding proainent civilteas/° Neractt, fa the meaatina, 
v2 to tey to ect vid of tho “old Una" genorcls, ouch ag 
Wessia, Who were not populcry vith tha Doninteca people and whe 
cava the junta a roactionary inase, 


Rou 
es 


muy Leaethy diccusctoas end frustrations, in part 
vein end Inevere had diiciculty finding willing enrdcidates 
’ ivbert wes /ebla to cancunce on May "7 the formation 
“yoy civilfan-nilitacy fcata (2caoklt was the other 
minbor) to ba called tha “Gcvorencat of Nationaal Ree 
scetioa (crap, 7 


mn ° th ec 


g 


Ecsnett'gs efforts to rcnova tho old-line genoxvals also rot 
ith cifficultioes, Althouch irvert aancinced oa ty 9 chat 
ocyen genevals aad ona cosuwiore hid ets Vegoin remutasd, 

cud Bennett could not induco hia to retira, “4% 


Micy the GYR now astabliched, WachSacton tumed to the naxe 
ctcp ia its efforts to recch a role sfeal solutioa. Althcugh 
m2 CUR had recucsted recomitioa, tha United Statea told the 
‘chesoy Lt rosarded ft ag an intcr{m grouping, explaining taat 
recosnition vould also make colicctiva regpoastbility and action 
throach tha oe tnzossibleé/uha Desrrtmeat oti hed in mind 
txying to establich a coalitioa recine, ia which Cecxvio end 
posoibly ice nonecornualet mecbor of hfs group could be added | || 
to the GUR. Thia arrsagensnt vould eplit Casnco end, hepefully, 
a Bosch partioans from the note extycnist faction exzap the 
Sols, and it would consolfdcta colictical coatrol over the 
oun oxy JT Tuto idea of a coclitton Sunta never materfalised, e3 
= ither Vartin nor Bennett vera sble to get the leaders of the 
30 Zactioas togather for tallies. The Endessy informed Washington 
May 13 that the coneral wolitical situation vas at a atnlcaate. 
At tha acne Cima, sporadic fichtt ng head broken out ogain./*/ 
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The OAS approach eventually proved cuccesaful, Secretary 
Nora had repreceated the OAS alsose continuously in the Dominicen 
Republic since May 1, We had partictoated in nany of the nego- 
tiations and had taken over the role of the Special OAS Committee 
after rid-tsy and of the Dunady pfoston after May 25. He was 
succeeded in June by a 3emeaber Ad iloc Conzittea, cotablished 
by ca OAS resolution of June 2 ane charged with continuing the 
task of providing "good offices to all parties for the purposes 
of achicving tho establichzent of a climate of peace and rece 
encilfation that will pemit the functioning of « democratic 
institutions in tha Dostatcan Republic." 
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Tha work of the Comittce was to taka three ronths of patieat,-+ 
sonetices patnful, negotiations, ‘the three memdors, Andessadors 
Tlaty Peana Marinho of Brazil, Ractnu da Clairmont Ducnes of 
YL Salvcdor, cnd Ellsworth Punter of tho United States, first 
suvattted a "Declaration to tha Doainican People” on June 18, 
anocaling for popular oupport for their proposal for a peaceful 
colution to the crisis throuch free clections, general emesty, 
and a provistonal governmcat. Oa August 8, they published a 
vroposal for a provisional goverameat under Garcta Godoy, a 
respected civilian, with clocticns scheculed for within nine 
moaths. This proposal, entitled "The Act of Dominican Rec- 


caciliction," was signed by the "Constitutional Covernmeat"™ end 
accepted by the CNR on August 31. 
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Tha Garcla Godoy government was installed on Sentenber 3 and 
was promptly recognized by the United States. In his recornitioa 
ttatement, Presidcat Johnzoa extended full support to the new 
President and to the peoplo of tha Doainican Republic and stated 
that the United States was ready to aa a fully in the 
work of rehabilitation, (Doc, 12} 
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS 


To Santo Doningo, tel, 633, Apr. 25, 1965, secret 
(acat 12:55 p.m). 


To Santo Dominza, tel. 644, Apr. 27, 1965, eccret, 
limdis (oent 11:37 a.n.). 


From Sento Dominco, tel, 1128, Apr, 28, 1955, confidential 
(xeceived 12:26 a.n.). 


From Santo Dentngo, ‘tel. 1146, Apr. 28, 1965, confi- 
dential (received 1:48 p.n.). 


From Scnto Dominzo, tel. 1149, Apr. 28, 1965, confi- 
dential (roceived 3:16 p.mee , 
Fron Santo Domingo, Critic Four, Apr. 28, 1965, contfi- 
Geatial (received 4:54 p.m), 


From Santo Domingo, Critic Four [Piva], Apr. 28, 1965, 
confidential (xoceived 5:16 p.m). 


Statement by President Johason, Apr. 28, 1965, 6:40 p.m. 
(text in Acorienn Foxelton Policy; Current Documents, 
3965, pp. , 955+965). 


To Santo Doaingo, tel. 675, Apr. 29, 1955, secret, 


lindis (sent 10:55 a.n.). 


Teleconference betweea the Department of State and the 
American Embassy, Santo Doalngso, Apr. 29, 1955, sccret, 
exdis, time 6:40 p.m. Participants: Mann, Bunker, 


Vaughn, Pusk, Ball, Whealer, Rsabora; Bennett cad Coanctt. 


President Johnson's Address to the Nation, May 2, 1965, _ 
10:00 p.m. (text in Amarican Foreign Policy: Current. ~ 


Documents, 1965, pp. ~ 951-965) « 


Statement by President Johnson, Sept. 4, 1965 (text 


ibid, os PPPs 1001- 1092) e 
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From Santo Domingo, Critie One, Apr. 24, 1965, confidential. 
From Santo Domingo, Critic Two, Apr. 24, 1965, confidential. 


From Santo Domingo, tels. 1034, 1035, 1036, Apr. 24, 1965, 
confidential. 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1037, Apr. 24, 1965, confidential. 


From Santo Domingo, tels. 1039, 1040, 1041, Apr. 25, 1965, 
confidential. 


Comments by Kennedy M. Crockett on a draft paper by J. B. 
Martin, May 26, 1965 (in P/HO's files), items 7-8, p.2. 


Crockett's comments on Martin's paper, item 9, p. 2; Operations 
Center Log, Chronology of Telephone Conversations, Entry for 
7:50 a.m., Apr. 25, 1965. 


Operations Center Log, Chronology of Telephone Conversations, 
Entry for 9:45 a.m., Apr. 25, 1965. 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1043, Apr. 25, 1965, confidential. 


Operations Center Log, Chronology of Telephone Conversations, . 
Entry for 9:45 a.m., Apr. 25, 1965. 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1043, Apr.25, 1965, confidential. 


See Crockett’s comments on Martin's paper, item 10, p. 3. He 
said the whole procedure only tock one~half an hour. 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1046, Apr. 25, 1965, unclassified 
(received 1:37 p-m.). 


Operations Center Log, Chronology of Telephone Conversations, p. 
Ibid., p. 5. 


Martin paper, pp. 11-13 provides a summary of pertinent TDCSes. 
See also TDCS~314/05421-65, secret; TDCS-314/05410-65, secret. 
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(Doc. 1] To Santo Domingo, tel. 633, Apr. 25, 1965, secret 
(sent 12:55 p.m.). 


Operations Center Log, Chronology of Telephone Conversations, p. 5, 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1051, ADE. 25, 1965, confidential 
(xecoived 5:00 p.m.). 


"From Santo Domingo, tel. 1057, Apr. 25, 1965, confidential 
(received 8:30 p.m.). 


Operations Center Log, pp. 5-6. 
Ibid., pp. 6-8. 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1062, Apr. 25, 1965, confidential 
(received 11:23 p.m.). 


From Santo Domaflago, tel. 1067, Apr. 26, 1965, confidential 
(received 7:59 a.m.)3; tel. 1068, Apr. 26, 1965, confidential 
(received 8:26 a.m.)}3; tel. 1070, Apr. 26, 1965, confidential 
(received 9:42 a.m.)3 tel. 1071, Apr. 26, 1965, secret (received 
10:06 Aem.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1066, Apr. 26, 1965, confidential. 
(ceceived 7:26 a.m.). ' 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1071, Apr. 26, 1965, secret (received 
10:08 a.m.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1088, Apr. 26, 1965, confidential 
(received 3:39 p.m.). . 

From Santo Domingo, tel. 1080, Apr. 26, 1965, confidential 
(received 12:44 p.m.). 


Chronology prepared by Benjamin Ruyle, Aug. 24, 1965, secret, 

p. 41; from Santo Domingo, tel. 1081, Apr. 26, 1965, confidential 
(received 12:42 p.m.); tel. 1082, Apr. 26, 1965, confidential 

. (received 1:14 p.m.). ‘ 


To Santo Domingo, tel. 634, Apr. 26, 1965, confidential (sent 
2:28 p.m.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1091, Apr. 26, 1965, confidential 
(received 4:55 p.m.). 
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From Santo Domingo, tel. 1097, Apr. 26, 1965, confidential 
(received 8:55 p.m.). 


To Santo Domingo, tel. 643, Apr. 27, 1965, confidential (sent 
1:45 a.m. )e 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1108, Apr. 27, 1968S, confidential 
(xeceived 6:02 a.m.),. 


Thomas C. Mann's telephone conversations (in P/HO's files), 
Apr. 27, 1965, secret, 9:10 a.m. 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1112, Apr. 27, 1965, confidential 
(received 10:56 a.m.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1120, Apr. 27, 1965, confidential 
(received 3:54 p.m.); tel. 1126, Apr. 27, 1965, confidential 
(received 7:35 p.m.). . 

TCM's telephone conversations, Apr. 27, 1965, secret, 9:10 a.m. 


[Doc. 2] To Santo Domingo, tel. 644, a 27, 1965, secret/lindis 
{sent 11:37 a.m.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1116, Apr. 27, 1965, unclassified 
(received 1:52 p.m.); Adana Johndn draft manuscript (ia 
TCM's telephone conversations, Apr. 27, 1965, secret, 2:30 p.m. 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1121, Apr. 27, 1965, confidential 
(received 3:58 p.m.). 


From Santo Demingo, tel. 1118, Apr. 27, 1965, confidential . 
{received 2:43 p.m.). See also Adams-Johnson draft uss3 
Ppp. 8-10. ' 3 , : 

Adams-Johnson draft mss 3 pp- 12-13; Ruyle Chronology, p. 57. 


[Doc. 3] From Santo Domingo, tel. 1128, Apr. 28, 1965, 
confidential (received 12:26 a.m.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1125, Apr. 28, 1965, confidential 
(received 7:22 ‘p.m.). 


See Memorandum to McGeorge Bundy, May 14, 1965: Chronology of 


actions and cables regarding the Dominican Republic, Apr. 24-28, 
1965, confidential, p. 4, 5:57 p.m.- 
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(sent 7:28 pom). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1130, Apr. 28, 1965, confidential 
(received 12:26 a.m.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1131, Apr. 28, 1965, confidential 
(received 12:28 a.m.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1133; Apr. 28, 1965, confidential 
(received 1:53 a.m.). 


From Sento Domingo, tel. 1132, Apr. 28, 1965, confidential 
(received 12:59 a.m.)3 See also Ruyle Chronology, pp. 62-63. 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1136, Apr. 28, 1965, confidential 
(ceceived 8:11 a.m.). 


Bundy Memorandum Cited in Note 47. 
Tbid, 


Caribbean Sea Frontier headquarters at San Juan had received 
a copy of Bennett's telegram requesting the radios and had 
immediately set about to assemble the requisite number of 
sets. Sitrep 7, COMCARIEBSEAFRON to CINCLANIFLT, Apr. 28, 
1965, 14002, unclassified, 


To Santo Domingo, tel. 657, Apr. 28, 1965, confidential (sent 
1:13 p.m.)3; from Santo Doningo,tel. 1143, Apr. 28, 1965, 
unclassified (received 12:40 p.m.). 


{Doc. 4] From Santo Domingo, tel. 1146, Apr. 28, 1965, 
confidential (received 1:48 p.m.). 


Bundy Memorandum. 


[Doc. 5] From Santo Domingo, tel. 1149, Apr. 28, 1965, 
confidential (received 3:16 p.m.). 


TCi's telephone conversations, Apr. 28, 1965, secret, 3:50 p.m. 
Ibid., Apr. 28, 1965, 4:20 p.m. 


The late morning decision to gend the walkie-talkies to the 
Boxer had meant scheduling them for sea-lift, but the vessel 
in which they were to be loaded had been damaged while docking 
at the San Juan terminal, ard the radios had been held at the 
air field pending further instructions. Sitrep 8, Apr. 28, 
1965, 1600Z, and Sitrep 10, Apr. 28, 1965, 19002, COMCARIBSEAFRON 
to CINCLANT FLT; unclassified. 
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From Santo Domingo, tel. 1152, Apr. 28, 1965, confidential 
(received 4:13 p.m.). 


{[Doc. 6] From Santo Domingo, Critic Four, Apr. 28, 1965, 
confidential (received 4:54 p.m.). 


[Doc. 7] From Santo Domingo, Critic Four [Five], Apr. 28, 
1965, confidential (received 5:16 p.m.). 


TCM's telegram conversations, Apr. 28, 1965, sccret, 5:25 p.m 
To Santo Domingo, tel. 660, Apr. 28, 1965, confidential 
(sent 5:32 p.m.). 

The Embassy soon afterwards took the initiative to call for a 
guard detachment of 50 Marines, which arrived on the Embassy 
grounds at 5:56 p.m. (Scato Domingo time). 

TCM's telephone conversations, Apr. 28, 1965, secret, 5:45 p.m. 

From Santo Domingo, tel. 238, Jul. 23, 1965, coafidential. 

TCM's telephone conversations, Apr. 28, 1965, secret, 5:55 p.m. 

Ibid., 6:00 p.m. 


Teleconference between the Department of State and the American 
Embassy, Santo Domingo, Apr. 28, 1965, secret, 6:30 p.m. 


See Adams-Johnston mss., Chap. V, pp. 38-39; Martin's paper, p. 61. 


(Doc. 8} Statement by President Johnson, Apr. 28, 1965, 8:40 
pm. (text in American Foreign Policy: Current Documents, 1965, 
pp. 955-965. 


Froa Santo pai aeext Critic Six, Apr. 28, 1965, confidential 
(received 7:29 p.m.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1155, Apr. 28, 1965, confidential 
(received 7:52 p.m.). 


TCM's telephone conversations, Apr. 28, 1965, secret, 10:40 p.m. 


Memorandum of [telephone] conversation, Andrew Kauffman (NMCC) 
with Marie L. Connolly (S/S-0), Apr. 28, 1965, 10:50 pim., secret, 
Operations Centér Log; to Santo Domingo, tel. 663, Apr. 28, 1965 
(sent 11:23 p.m.); from Santo Domingo, tel. 1169, Aprl 29, 1965, 
confidential (received 4:13 a.m.). 
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From Santo Domingo, tel. 1160, Apr. 28, 1965, confidential 
(received 11:59 p.m.). 


aC i eee 


TQi's telephone conversations, Apr. 29, 1965, secret, 8:40 a.m. 


{Doc. 9} To Santo Domingo, tel. 675, Apr. 29, 1965, secret/lindis 
{sent 10:55 a.m.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1187, Apr. 29, 1965, secret/lindis 
(sent 3:23 p.m.3 received 5:13 p.m.). 


From Santo Domingo, Critic Seven, Apr. 29, 1965, confidential 
(xeceived 4:12 p.m.}3; to Santo Domingo, tel. 680, Apr. 29, 
1965, confidential/limdis (sent 2:12 p.m.)3 to Santo Doningo, 
tel. 681, Apr. 29, 1965, secret/exdis (sent 2:26 p.m.). 
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To Santo Domingo, tel. 683, Apr. 29, 1965, secret (sent 4:44 p.m.)}3 
Sitrep 40, from CTG 44.9 to COMSECONDFLT, Apr. 29, 1965, 
confidential (sent 8:15 p.m., received in the Department 9:53 p.m.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1187, Apr. 29, 1965, secret/limdis (sent 
3:23 p.m,, received 5:13 p.m.). 
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{Doc. 10} Teleconference between the Department of State and 
the American Embassy, Santo Dowingo, Apr. 29, 1965, secret/exdis, 
time 6:40 p.m. Participants: Mann, Bunker, Vaughn, Rusk, Ball, 
Wheeley ,Raborn, Bennett and Connett. 


Mége, JCS to CINCLANT, JCS001088, Apr. 29, 1965, top secret 
(received in Departnent at 9:40 p.m.); msge, CINCLANT to CJIFI22, 
_ Apr. 29, 1965, confidential (received in Department at 11:15 p.m.). 
To Santo Domingo, tel. 689, Apr. 29, 1965, secret (sent 11:11 p.m.) 


Moge JCS to CJIF122, JCS001092, Apr. 30, 1965, top secret (received 
in Department at 2:19 a.m.). 


Text in American Foreign Policy: Current Documents, 1965, pp. 958-959. 


To Santo Domingo, tel. 693, Apr. 30, 1965, secret (sent 3:30'a.m.). 


TCM's telephone conversations, Apr. 30, 1965, secret, 9:20 a.m.3 
ibid., 9:30 a.m., ibid., 9:35 a.m. 


Toid., Apr. 30, 1965, 1:35 p.m.3 from Santo Domingo, tel. 1212, 
Apr. 30, 1965, confidential (received 7:59 p.m.). 


agama /EXDIS 


am SANITIZED COPY 


From Santo Doaingo, tel. 1217, Apr. 30, 1965, secret (received 
11313 p.m.). 


Frou Santo Deaingo, tel. 1233, May 1, 1965, confidential 
(received 1:30 p.m.). 


To Santo Doningo, tel. 742, May 2, 1965, secret (sent 2:42 p.m.). 


From Santo Domingos, tel. 1293, May 3, 1965, limited official use 
(received 2:13 a.m.). 


President Johnson's Address to the Nation, May 2, 1965, 10:00 
pem (text in American Forcion Policy: Current Documents, 1965, 
pp. 961-965. 


Action Memorandum, Bundy Committee Meeting at White House, May *t 
1965, 12:00, secret/exdis. 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1343, May 4, 1965, confidential 
‘(received 11:29 a.m.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1348, May 4, 1965, secret (received - 
' 1:57 p.m.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1377, May 5, 1965, confidential (received 
1:11 p.m.). ; 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1374, May 5, 1965, secret (received 
10:45 a.m.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1445, May 7, 1965, secret (received 
. 2354 pem.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1544, May 9, 1965, confidential (received 
_ 10:24 p.m.); tel. 1590, May 11, 1965, secret (received 1:49 a.m.). 


To Santo Domingo, tel. 872, May 7, 1965, secret (sent 5:11 p.m.). 
To Santo Domingo, tel. 949, May 10, 1965, secret (sent 10:22 p.m.). 


From Santo Domingo, tel. 1710, May 14, 1965, secret (received 
9:06 p.m.). 


Statement by President Johnson, Sept. 4, 1965, (text in American 
Foreipn Policy: Current Documents, 1965, pp. 1001-1002. 
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Mr,. Ambassado.t 


This is not drafted nearly so- tightly as 44 should be. Also, 


BEN CAS reports have not been intervolaied. In this latter 


connection, Embtel 1429 of May 7 contains a x®etmrk chronology of 


Communist activities wiich could fill this gap. 1 did not discover 
arel not ; 
the telegram in question until this afternoon, and ee 


time, to work it in. 
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. fixe conference began with Anibass ador Bennett and the 
He told Wessin forcefully the nit ed States would not 
Republic fall to the Communists, . Wessin signed the cease-fire first 


‘and the, others followed. This was about 5:30 p.m. 


Satuniay, May 1, 1.565 


. 


At abow. 1:00 a.m, Ambassador Martin telepnoned Caamano. = 


- - the substance of his telepnone conversation with Juan Bosch,. > ain whe 


; Hosen had said he had instructed Caamano to sign tie cearentire, 


eontinac’ having “received these instructions ond said he was s prepared 7 


tes 
eee is . . 
toe LT 


“to sipn trie following maenine: (The Ps pal Wuneio 1 i tt e. ‘sare, D promis 
, pe > : ‘~ 


from Caamano). 


Harry Shlaudeman saw Molina Urena during the night of April, 90," 


po 


found him completely unrealistic, still tallcing of & "cor obizut tonal a 


: * 


ttlenent. 


“a7 


fen, Imbert stated the rebel collapse #1. dwarent, nee Fett Lee 


Un Marines were here, we added that some voc had 7 Lreadk aatdared- 


on the 30th, «nd that many were hiding their ars. Cy ale Ba 


ee los Santos had said rebels were se - oy Ohcas. 


reported the country was 


’ 


. 


wit somewhat Quieter dura 
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The cease-fire Left the extranints in control of the nesart of 


5 
~ 


city, and in large areas in the northern part of the city. it was 


this was the tox najor provlem the United States would be facing in tne 


jmvaediate future, 


Pee er 
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A Dominican accountant in the “absssy's ict Budget and Fiseal Office 
suifered the Loss of two nephew's Killed and ore wounded troccococ: Late 
on April 30 when an unknown person cask tossed a grenade in 4 house not 


far frow t 


Gol, Yenoit requested Ambassador Bennett and the Papal Uuncio to come 


to San Isidro to discuss ths formation of a cabinet, the problem of 


Wilades 33a Bani nd! onthe ale tor iee Reet ttat 


electricity, the matter of radio stations, Ue wished to move nis 


Sak 


Sovermient to the Congress building at the fair grounds, He apparently 


iO + 


| 


intended to create an aura of legitimacy prior to the arrival of the 


* 


OAS team. - The Enbassy, however, opposed placing the Junta Covernni 
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headquarters’ in what was then thougnt would be part of the International 


Security Zone. 


fmuassador Dermett was told by representatives of the UD ousiness 


comunity in Yanto Doningo that there was no doudt in the minds of any of 
now 
Then © hi 


hat the forces/leasing the rebels were mom conplietely Cistro-orierted, 


with tne exception of a few miseuided and fanatical military offi 


amd 


as Caamano, 


The rebels signed the cease-five ooo during the morning. --fhortiy 


thereafter tne Embassy was inforued the rebels were shelling tr 
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Dering the morning, ‘cabassador Mennaett, Awbassador Martin, the 
Papal thmecio and the ent of the Dominican ned Cross not 


a 2 B 


representatives of the rebels. 


&. 
w 


Tho Latter complained Marines were 


SSR 


shooting at and me disarming Dominicans, They asked that the 


2, 


Security 
“fone ba Lindited to the ayvea around the “ubassy, extending to a Line 


one ies kiloweater Lo the west, 
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They were told the limits were aot 


At 


ay 
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negotiable, 


ioe Stedegat 


gel 
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Antonio Monilla Atiles was named by the Junta to be its represest 


at the LOth MPM, 


Aanassador Dennett reported to the Departuent of State the 


could be expected to have very ==caucr serious consequences for 


vary 
” 
en) 


United States, Meanwhile, the Junta forces were obeying it, hevirg 


withdrawn 3.cross the Duarte Pridze, thns leaving weaanned %: 


aA 
ene 


petween tha oridze and the International Security Zone, whereas t 
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rebels continued shooting (while conuplaining of alleged violations of 


at ne 


others). 


Liait 
the agreement of the rebels, the/Scinctrsa of the ISZ vas 


extenced two blocks east of the “abassy in the area between Calle 


“wexico end Callie Zolivar, 


Tie Joninicen countryside was reported guiet during the tay 


“Ay » 


Meanwhile, 500 rersons nore were moved to Vairna for evacuation 


mndassy received a report two more truckloads of wearons vere distributed 
PCCYIONS 


downwom curing whe Cay, wniie Ambassador Ma Lotut Papal © 2 cio 
oovAine® assurances from Caamano tre wibels wonkd wot destum (ote. 


7 oa 

. 9a ce 
te 5 
= LOLS « 


COPY. 


LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON LIBRA 


Rebel complaints were received at the Csbassy concerning oatrol 


novenents west of the Duarte dridze ig: of units of the ¢ Airborne 
Division, However, at a noon aceting of Anoassador Mortin, 
Pepal Runcio and the rebel conand yroup, Casmano seened to 


control of Lhe bridge and of the route to San Isidro as a matter of 


course. Shlaudenan pointed out to Pena Tevera and Cassano the 


iitates had given no comaitnent on restricting troop movernents, Sut hi 


said cur mission was one of peace, and our troons would only fire in 
? . ‘a 


self-defense. He denied Wessin was using our troops as a cover for 


a move into the city, and he urged a inaximus effort to prevent blooasted. 


Caamano telephoned at 5 p.m, to say the firing between 


and US forces nad stonped, 


ns 
4 


ne evacuation of xz Americans fron La Sonana was wider way during 
the aftsrnoon. No need vias seen for Re 


directly out of any other part of the counvry. 


Rerorts received by ths “nbassy for indicated the extremists in 


rebel camp were Getemained to fight macccs on, and that all rebel eivitis: 


> 


wo Wanted arms had then 


Ambassador Der 


Me - Ps - 
OL UACnoors 


Home eager ae wpe a Te 
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i READERS SERINE Alay SHEL oh BE eB AMBRE Bae 
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According to he Cuapenalan Ambassador, re and many of has colleagues 
(Argentinian, Peruvian, “cuadoran, Colonbian, Salvadoran) Were Tov in 
accord with the type of intervention tue Panal Nuncio had deen enga zed 


gn thus fac and were so snforming tel Governments. 
Pa roy 


uPjme” magazine correspondents reported Caaneno's statencnt 
forbade the shooting of any huericans and that he had threstenca 
ninself if this necurrad, (This somewhat eccentric statement Wis another 

‘ 

sa the series of not always consiste y Gaamandy who nad taken 
anylua in the Salvadoran "moassy on tne 25th, the following day swore to 
fight to the Ceath in a telephone conversation with the Wabassy, one day 
Later came into the Yebassy prepared +o Lay down aras and accept a Junta 
and elections——he said—~snd was now mack fighting to the death to restore 


the 1963 Constitution and Juan Bosch, and reportedly in consultation with 


the PSP) on military Lacticse) 


In 2 meeting at San Isidro, OAS Sec Gen Kora atteapted to place the: 
uyrival of Uo troops wider tne OAS mantle. The meeting was attended by 
Cal, Benoit, all chiefs of staff, Wessin, Four members of tne Triunvirate, 


cabinct, Anoassadors Sennett and Martin, vhe Papal Nuncio, Hector Conde 


(of the yenels), anu tre Colombian and Ecuadoran Anbassactors « 


tnbassador Kartin subsequently went with the Papal Nuncio vo mest 


with Caamano {who refused to leave tne yebel zone) and others. 
i-pressed Yartin as an hextremely dangerous van" y 
At une mecui ns, Canmano egrerd to tie ISZ as mapped. 
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Axbassador Dennett reported there was now at least a partial 
cease-fire and with the OAS Connaittee arriving, there was no choice but 
to test it, He recalled his belief it strengthened the rebels, but 
reco;mized higher US policy interests may have made it necewoary, He 
noted tha necessity, also, for helping the dunta to invest begin operating 


as some kind of Government, 


. 


Mora made arrangements to see Casmano on May 2, In announcing his 
own presence in the Dominican Republic, he expressed his desire that 
Dlocdaned toc he ended immediately, tis support for the cease-fire and the 
INZ, and made public the fact an (AS five-man fact~finding Emcocecdst 


committee: would arrive on May 2, 


Aprroxinately 700 persons were evacuated, one American vo each 


fou three or four of other nationalities, 


Sunday, May 2, 1965 


Amba seston Martin reported no political solution encompassing a 


rapprochement between tre two sides was possible in the existing 


cireumstances, Ne noted that extremists (whether bearing Samercod= 


Communist or non-Comaunist tags) were running the rebellion, and tiat 
only the arrival o2 US forces hed Prevented a rebel victory. Acca 

to Asoassador Mart in, the Jynta had no visible popular support, 

rate and mooocor epatictencn all sites uade it probable Turther wi itary 
notion would be necessary in crder to assure Lhe yaeilse. 


Courtry. He recommended tne Uited lates ¢ 


4G poustbie out of the situation peLrore tnar 
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Waan very Little 
firing on the Embassy during the previous nignt - rn 
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Referee 


VOT OV ENT TET, t 
ORM: ay ek (Sa 


svia v } ) 
ite of aarlier rumors of planned lnavy sbtacks. 


Santiarza de Los 
Y? om 


Caballeros was renorted shuttered bub quist, 


e 
we 


al Nunecio and Sac Cen Mora expressed to the Anbansactor Shei 
apport. for the actions taken by the Uo, 


™ 


Tie “abassy recomanvied tat the poz evacuation onsration be 
Aisconbinued, cor after taking out sone 300-150 during the day. 
? ib & 


Actior. was taken to send out u.fozsation collection *%+:: 


2 af 
etarrs 1.0 i 


Me ie] 
countryside, 


Ts Ambassador recomended the establishaent oF the LC 


understood 
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tle need for on 


GIT LOwN was ‘becoin ing 
u moting 
itators ee yey eee to 


She action, The situati 
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wneressingly ugly, with ag 
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anti~dAnerican fury. 


Land communications were also cited as a need which 
rOC, For military ressons, Caamano was nov intormec in 


meeN re 
tie ise, 


ed 


a ed 
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Treve wes a feeling of mbetcss relative security cevelo 


Sour police weve beginning to reassum 
ac SUNOS 


2 tneir functions 


had 
ap ee 
i ammeter satin, 


Tolice Palace, 


s'in the city were not functioning, and eLectric 
Lin most aresz, as well, This was a micro: eituatiar which 
feeoot cave wet 


for several dayc, 


Mowe thea 20,000 lbs. of medicat 


pumpLies. ad 
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nurses were workin 


ee ? 7 ’, . » 
» ne@akdown in coanmicutions ! ules 1 Doainican Tena 


~ 
nw 


bacsy Was transmitting messa ec diplomatia missions, 


At thia ooint, US casualties were three “illed in iademece action 


36 veoudead in action, 
The OAS Mpscial Coanil-ttee arrived at noon, 


Rebels continued to speak of "consbitutionslity", but there was less 
and less talk of Posch, Wessin was still sasntioned, and there was a 
widespread belie? the United States was supporting Wessin, Meanwhile, 
efforts by the Jynta to form a cabinet had been unsuccessful. 

Sporadic suall arms fire continued, despite the cease-fire, 

The first USIS radio station got on the air, rebransnitting VOA 
nrograns, The first pamphlet drops and airplane loudspeaker operations 


wers unvisrbaken, 


Ambassador Martin made a public statement to the effect the 
rebsilion was now under the complete domination of Castro—Communism. 
Shooting was reported to have occurred at the Argentine “mbassy during 
the night, The OAS Special Committee said it was appalled by renoris 
fron the meeting it held in the afternoon with Latin American Andassaciors, 


(The “abassadors demanded the ISZ be expanded to include all Fabassies), 


Leading members of the US business comaunity called on the “xoassy 


to report their 100% backing for the “moassy's ovaluation of the situation 


ana for tne actions taken Lo date, 
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an ostensibly PRD rally in the Parque Inlepsadencia, a PS 


ypakapee 


was present and haranzued the crowd (estinated at 3,000). 


Eee 


Zeoce People in the rebel rts area were reported listening uainly +o 
rn 


tecocz Radio Habana, which at that point was the only ricom« source of 


nows, other than Radio San Isidro, The Embassy reported vartous threats 


iB TERE 


~ 


which were made to Anericans since the outset of the insurrection, 


including the cane of the American nuns at Colegio 


A Speca 


oe 


Santo Yomingo (vho 
left the country). 


Arvangements were made to riccovice: distribute food in the rebel 


area, asing Dominican ministers, 


Se se iy aetna tee. 


& The CAS Special Committee was tolking azone themselves in teres 


of much sreater OAS involvement, including the nultilsteralization of 


The military link-up across the corridor (the LOC) was completed 


without incident about 1:00 a.m, : 


Caamuano, meanwhile, refused to guarantee the safety of trucks proposed 


to be sent into the rebel area to deliver eOCee nS if the foodsturfs 


were 
identified as coming from the United States. (tie began distributing Took 
in the LO), 


3 


There was some shooting in the -moassy area adout noon, and acre 


jn the evening. The countzysiae rer was reported cablna, with the ioral 


3x. control. Food shortazes were mentioned, 
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Caamano, then as later, was clearly playing for tine, 


ohne RET ee HE 


The OAS Special Coruaittee saw Caazano during the mornings, ie msde 
no cutery about the establishaent of the LOC, mersly suggesting joint 


MP patrola, 


Col, Benoit appealed to Ambassacor Permett for guidance on filling 
Governnent positions, in a meeting during the afternoon, anc gave the 
j wression he was being hounded’ by politicians leoking for a share of 
He said the rebels were taking advantage of the cease-fire 


. 


to consolidate idcuciex their positions. He wanted to move the seat of 

during une morning 

his Government to the Congress Palaca, He reported the rebel murder/of 
ew . 


BRdOT RAED SMI, (Bey YEH eT yee EN eile ace ARERR Ean aT owe 


three Sir Force officers, and their disfisuring, as evidence of the 


rebel "observance" of the cease-fire, He expressed his willingness 


enleraze tre Junta to include civilians, or to resign in favor of an 


sil-civilian Junta, if this should be considered desirable, 


There was tolk of Caarmano for President at rehel headquarters, 
amano Was reported to have agreed to the extension of the I5Z to 
include all Febassies, and to have said Bosch had agreed to a referenduna, 


hut not to elections, Threatening bragadoccio began to be ixzy heard fron 


25 . 


ene rebel camp, 


Aubassador Martin saw Bosch in San Juan on May 2 and 3, He 
- the ; 
reported Tosch was out of touch with/reality of what was happening in 


Une Ooxinicar Ryepudlic. Bosch had stated categorically he would not 


any stalenent recopnizing the danger of a Castro/Commmist tatsover, 
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iw 


epting tha presence in the Dasinican Nepublic of US forces, 
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8 aod Rem ea tea, S 


or calling for elections, 


. 


A Harine was wounded while standing in front of the Administration 


leh? 


biilding, 


Typical coments on Anbassador Kartin's statements lie has deMiied 


%, 


ony position..."In my opinion this is 411 to the good"., KA "There has 


never been any doubt that the success of the rebel movement would Lesxd 


Si ode. 


to a Castro/Comiunist takeover."..."Ne cannot negotiate with the rebel 


Leaders"...."Coming to terns with thea would only postpone the cay when 


ABE toa 


they would rise up once again to use their new-found arms to iapose sn 
alien ‘sicology." (Ap the sane tise, we should strike < hard bargsin with 


the other side, ¢.%., there must be military reform.) 


705 


i) 

Reports were received--although never confirmed--that both Casmano 
and Arache had been personally involved in atrocities, An Inbert source 
within the rebel group of leaders reported, according to Tabert, that 


most of them were ready to surrender but feared being 


(Among the leaders, according to this source, wers Casmano, Montes Arachne, 


wv 

Ce 

Dee cal 
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ou 
Manuel Nordas, Aristy, Tena Taveras, Ducoudray orotrers, 
~ 


Hago Tolentino, Juan Miguel Noman, Fidelio Despradel.) 


A report was sent to_the Departaent of State uuring the evenly 
‘ 


ouamentirg that Une “nbassy agreed fully the Junta as consvitutec “ad 


Lintle srospect fos rallying popular support, si gge 


civiliass os a Starter, and urging tas appohiacie of 
ne 


a NOT peas LAY, 
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cabinet, It was recomnended that “ecnints retirement be eneaua ed, 
‘anced rebel resistance had ended, and a larger housecleaning of old wu 
conerals, “Saergency work programs in the provinces to stienathen "sal 
Local governments were recommended, together with the naying of ¢ 

woses of public works Laborers, as a first step, The report commented 


Ghat a respected Latingg American Liberal leader (auch as 34 Jieras) not 


400 closely tied to Donch could nlsy a usefnl remecce role as an advicor. 


Tin idea of an OAS trusteeship was onposed, with preference expressed for 


fast work on an interim regine and esrly elections, with tne CAS nresence 


and US i.roops maintained imtil 4s clesrer picture emerged, 


Tie OAS Specisl Comaittee, after meeting with Caamano, seened to 
ned on the idea of drattiin cease-fire agreement, dra 
to the Committees, in 

airing the evening, the urgency of its reaching a decision on the 
advice to be given the HFM on the nesd for forces of Roher OaS countries 
and urged them to recommend it, Mora did his best on this line, too. 
Nowever, the Committee at this point showed soae unwillingness to assume 
the responsibility for making a recomamn dation that in effect would 


endorse US military intervention, 


Tuesday, Mav i, 1965 


The Embassy recownemied consideration be given ine sossibility of 


offsring a small amount of money for aras turned in, perhans S10, Tt 
also recomnatded ar. effcrt to get Covernment offices functioning, and 
he belisf the Junta should be dealt with as the de facto 


successor OF Lhe Tydwavirate, As part of the troret ett ata 


wack to corneal, maxinus Teasiole Preeaom of mdvesent was COP y 
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The military situation had continued substantially wichanged for a 
few days. US forces continued consolicating their positions, Gninar 


fire continued, but at a much lower feercomt level, Cumulative US 
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cusualiiss to date, at this point, were six killed in action and 19 


rack woinded in action, 


Socom Caamano called a er conference for 10:00 a.m, The 
announcement was made of a provisional governuent headed by hin, 
The nsychological advantage this offered the rebels spurred the US to 
the decision to try for a broad-based actly Junta under Impoert, with 
Renoit, Antonio uaa » Anselno Brache, Alfonso Mgreno (subject to the 
formal resignation of their party affiliations—Pi, PR, PRSC—by the 
last three), The effort secs was initiated prior to the receint of tre 
Department's suggestion Mélicicdowscec: that the natter be discussed with 


the OAS Special Committee ("a mushy foru"), 


+ 


The OAS Goneivece Was s finally persuaded to act on the question of 


the :nul.tilateralization of fa forces prior to the 3:00 om, Meeting of 


nes 


Foreign “Ministers, The Comittee reported it would be "useful to essist 
in the normalization of the Reocarcodcxc Dominican situation that memoer 


* = 2 > a La ' LZ = s 
states in a position to do so establish a conbined Inter-American nilitery 


force to be at the disposal of the OAS to achieve the objective set dy 


tie Meeting of Consultation," 


“The OAS Conmittee also, in view oF the deteriorating situatic:, stent 


the Ambassador a letter requesting the exte.eion of the ISZ to include 


oof iene 


sll Smbassies, Military forces of botn asta lacprectived 
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Ten, Pablaer proposed moving the line to Avenida Pasteur, to protect 


Ecuadoran and Salvadoran Enbassies. 


Meanwhile, the backlog of evacuees at the Hotel Mmbalador was 
public relations problems, Mvacuces continued to arrive in large mubars, 


overiIZ 150 heving been registered that day. 


The URS Committee drafted two documents on the cease~fire: "act of 
Santo Domingo” and a menorandus setting forth the conclusions drawn f rom 
their discussions, in which they scopanercbcdeca asked whether US forces 
could be given precise instructions to coopsrate in the execution of the 
agreement, We did not consider a new cease-fire necessary and were 
convinced it wuld tie our hands, yet it was iapossible to pnt ourseives 
in the position of refusihg the Conittee's request. ‘Ws recomacded 2 


response factca recalling our cooperation wnder the April 30 cease-fire 


. 


and indicating our intent to cooperate fully with the work of the 


Committoe, 


The "Act of Santo Doningo" ratified the April 30 agreenent, set the 
size of the ISZ, covers the facilities for relief work by the Red Cross 
ara other int aenattonal agencies designated by the OAS, guarantees for 
the evacuation of asylees, respect for diplomatic missions, and mm 


recognition of the full competence of the OAS Special Committee, 


The Conmittes: requested US assistance in the evacuation of asyless 


ies who wished to leave, It was estimated there were 
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Meanwhile, Caamanots Initial appointments a5 President were being 


wipro alabesigra. 


a ye 


made: Montes Arache (Armed Forces), Cury (Foreign R lations), Aristy 


mS 


(Presidency), 


ab s iJ 
Felse Caamano complaints of US cease-fire violations were already 
beginning. (le did stop leaflet drops downtown xca at the request of 


the OAS Conmnittee, following a conplaint by Caanano), 


« 


Santo Domingo's i@eessx telephone exchanges were working azéin, 
although the network was not entirely repaired, Electricity was back on 
in most of the city. No alarming reports were somes being received fron 


the countryside as yet, 


Tne ISZ was moved four blocks east and two blocks reece north in 


iis southeast comer, to protect the Ecuadoran and Salvadoran Pubassies, 


One hundred evacuces departed Via San So Isidro (the first to save 
through the corridor), | 

The OAS Comittee met with Caamano and obtained his agreement to the 
"Act of Santo Domingo", subject to notification as to who would sign for 


whe otner side, 


Lh2 


Setting up the "National Council of Reconstruction" was rroving 


nee 


pects; diffiewlt, Most_of those qualified were not willing to serve, 


A ronhocr number of weapons were now being turned in at U5 =ilivacy 


c.eckpoints, 
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Rivera Caminero came to see the Ambassador, who hit hina hard on the 


goverment commanding, the respect of the cow.t 


* 
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need to form a provisional 


a 
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+ne inclusion of Interst 


Phere had been grumbling in the Air Yorce over 


the proposed government. Itivera calicd later di 


~ tue morning to say 


and 3 ent anything tAat SOEs 


wag the mil itary Leaders in iine 


tnbussacer Martin was with Drsert during vhe morning, 
Provisionsi Govermacnt togetier.e 


at 


bow 


“a5 W 


Sowidings regarding possible Pit) participation on the Junta x2 were 


wed as an idee 


unfruitful., Antonio Martinez Francisco claimed he would have to 
the party and 4Yosch, who he belicved would insist on a guararitce 1 
could participate in the next eloction. In view of our inability to 


obtain political participation—other political moderates also declined=~ 


Sat “SUS adn Bas BE Pee ite 


fe returned during the afteznoon to the mor position of the day tefore 


and sought an essentially non-political mom Junta, rz namoly, 


Benoit, Goico, Cuello, and Julian, ‘The acceptance of the latter three 


alleged to be 
vwas/dependent on the results of talks they wished to hold first with 


F: 


et are eee 


PS ay 


i= Caamano and the OAS Comittee, 


atatipriets 5 


It was disappointing politicians were unwilling to cooperate, but 
the fact remains that Antonio Guzman and Salvador Jorge Blanco, as well 
as Martinez francisco, had been approached without success, ix The 

ZSC's Alfonso Moreno had also told the Uxbassy he would decline to 


participate, if asked. (Sone Balagueristas later complained tley had 


“Frost se 1 otal ale ROU i ea i oo a oh 


not been consulted),. In any case, Ambassador Martin abandoned his 
efforts with the politicians. He consented he was less tran enthusiastic 
about wnat was likely to result, but ho believed the proposed government 
Was the best that could be done under the moc circumstances, tooo 


Doe eo ete oot SNe was aware Imbert was highly 


- 


controversial and capable of creating problems for the United States, 
: were perhan 
he knew the rom civilians were not strong, and that they/ sustgs 
possibly 


zo: under some influence from Arturo Despradel (a Trujillista who/fi=-==> 


Was in touch with 
f xtiertne extreme left through his son, Fidelio), However, he reported 


COPY. 
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to the wom Depa rtuent of State: "I wisn to eaphasize my conviction 
that the establishment of a new provi stones goverm.cnt as soon as 
pocerticta possible is essential. I agree with the Department that nothing 
pub together now stands much chance of surviving mt long and trat the 
OAS Committee will play the key role in achieving a final political 
settlement. But before that process begins we need something to 
counter Caamano. In my judgment, som the rebels are winning 


politically," 


Rebel military activity picked up during the day, and there was - 
sporadic firing near the Embassy. lheports were also received that the 


revels were beprinni to smuggle aras out of the downtown area, 
E &8 


Signatures were obtained on the "Act of Sarto Domingo" during the 
morning in a meeting between the OAS Committee and Caamano, in which the 
latter was "acting tough", with Andres ITM Riviere very much in evidence, 


"Girectings" the mecting,. 
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The Ambassador == informed the OAS Committee we were willing to 


aan 


cooperate fully in taking persons in asylum in feeosempr* foreign 
kinbassies out of the country. Meanwhile, the Red Cyoss stated 600 
persons were confirmed to have been wounded since the revolt began, 
and there were 150 confirmed dead. (These ade’ were considered by 


the Zabassy and others to be extremely conservative.) 


Some 250 persons were evacuated during the day from Haina. 


~ 
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Active consideration was being given at this tine to possible 
ways of silencing Nadio Santo Domingo, Its agitation was unquestionably 


having a poworful adverse effect, 


Jottin Cury sent a cable to 36 countries, including the United 


States, requesting recognition of the Caamano "Government", 


The "Act of Santo Domingo" was released to the press shortly after 


ghey GSS shag hvSh Re Geass SAAS Se tar BE Sgt aatitgdb ws oY 


noon. (The Junta had signed before MET Caamano—at San Isidro at 


about 2:00 a.m., in the presence of the O45 Committee—and without the 


rca inclusion of the names of generals objectionable to the Caanano 


BIE EIS cae Eglo Bie tit te Ss 


group), The OAS Committee considered the acceptance of OAS supervision 


of the cease-fire in this form to be a major success, 


A Hed Cross truck loaded with rebel arms was discoverd trying to 


cross the corridor, 


A rebel radio broadcast urged the shooting of Americans found outside 


the ISZ, The OAS Gomaitte was given a tape recording of the broadcast, 


Tne Committee met with MENHEOIIEY 
~ . 


ynEcCl the Ambassador, the Papal Nuncio 
and Benoit late in the evening, at the Junta's request, so that inflammatory 


Radio Santo Domingo broadcasts could be brought to the Committee's attention. 


The Comnittee decided to ask ixtyz both sides for time to YMjadcast an OAS 


- 


message explaing why it was here and the nature of its activities, 


Agreenent was received for this, and Mora, Morrice and the Nuncio were te 


undertake it on May & at noon. 
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Final action on the broadening of the Junta was still stalled 
on the desire of the civilian no:inees to take further soundings before 
comitting themselves, Thus, tho rebels continued to retain the 


initiative, 


' Thursday, May 6, 1965 


At approximately 9:15 a.m. two jecps with seven Marines lost its 
‘way (possibly misdirected on purpose) and hoaded for Parque Independencia. 
Threo were killed, two wounded (one died later) and two were captured 


in an unprovoked ‘attack, 


Several reliable reports were received by the Rubassy indicating 
growing tension in Caanano's headquarters, piste appeared to be 
dominating Caanano more and nore: (Aristy sent Imo a hessage 
to the Anbassador indicating he intended to "have Gaamano fill out 
Bosch's tera” and that a third force government would not be ; 


acceptable.) 


Wsthout advance notice to the Mebassy, the Junta moved to the 
Municipal Building in the Feria during the afternoon. The Junta cesked 


all former Triuivirate cabinet mexbers to ay Ofis 


AL Burt and Doug Kennedy Homan (Miami derald") were 


wounded in a cross-fire on George Washington Avenue, 
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‘During the afternoon, sniper fire was directed at the Gxbassy and 


at USIS transnittor site at tho hone of the Public Affairs Officer, 


, 


Snipers also fired at the Guatemalan Exbassy,. 


Efforts were under way to get the econozy rolling, Solomon 
‘formed rmcom committees of US businessmen, bankers, oilmen, ESt 


. andustry apparontly willing to reopen as soon as possible, on a 


selective basis and with Douinican guards. 


>: Some 190 persons were evacuated during the day via San Isidro, 


; Nine asylees from the Coloabian Bubassy were airlifted to the Boxer, 


. 
$ “ 

« ‘ 

% 


Rebel radio (Radio Santo Domingo) and TV (back on the air that. 
Be day) were continuing to cause great concern. An example of rebel 


8 ro—=3 propaganda was the parading of US prisoners before the Feces 


« 


, caneras by heisty). It was hoped Mora would find soze way to 


neutralize this ‘propaganda channel, which was doing great ic harm, 


4 


Otherwise, consideration was being given to extending the LO. 
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Fridav, May 7, 1965 


. 


The Eabassy reported Iu (shortly past midnight) that various 
delegations were received by Aubassador Norrice (Panama )—the only 
mexber of the QAS Goaniteee still in the Dominican R_public—during 
the previous day, and that most of these delegations favored the formation 


£ a provisional goverrment independent of the two contending groups, 


The inbassy also reported (shortly past p= 


gprooup Was perceptibly vhaken ths day before WH the Face tha 
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first ro 2h, hours of the existence of their cease~fire agreement, 


tact several ser0us shooting incidents took place, 


The. abassy reported to the Department of State a Caasano ruote 


taken from an AP story: "Caanano said arms were distributed to thousends 
of civilians because popular support was needed. “ve were very few 

at first,' he said. ‘We started E4 giving the armas to veterans! groups 
and then to the people. ‘We simply announced on the radio that the arns 


were available in certain r= places for anyone who wanted them, tt 


. 


Late in tho afternoon of May 7 the Governuent of National 
teconstruction was sworn in during a simple cerenony at the Congressional 
Palace in the fairgrounds, Supreme Court Justice Julio Cuello adminsitered 


the collective oath. 
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MILITARY OPERATIONS IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
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The Dominican Republic operation toox place primarily in the area 
between Santo Domingo, the Port of Haina, some 7 miles west, and San 
Isidro Airfield, some 10 miles east {Tab A). 


Santo Domingo, a city of 300,000 persons, is located on the west 
bank of the Ozama River. There is an industrial area, residential area, 
and downtown area, The palace, the seat of the Dominican government, 
is located downtown, and most of the embassies, including the U. S. 
Embassy, are about one mile west of the palace. 


The Dominican Republic crisis began on April 24, 1965, with a day 
of rioting, demonstrations, and reports of a military rebellion in Santo 
Domingo. It continued into the next day, April 25, when Reid Cabral, 
incumbent Chief of Government, informally asked the American Embassy 
whether the U. S. Government would consider intervening to prevent 
bloodshed, stating that the Dominican Armed Forces appeared reluctant 
to act against the Army rebels and that communists were taking advantage 
of the situation. The Dominican military chiefs strongly opposed the return 
of former President Bosch, as advocated by some of the rebels, but they 
favored the establishment of a military junta and were therefore unwilling 
to support the Reid government. Within a few hours, Reid Cabral resigned, ° 

That same day, April 25, the Rebel leadership, a group of moderates 
and junior officers, installed Molina-Urena as Provisional President, and 
called for the return of ex-President Juan Bosch and the re-establishment 
of the 1963 constitution. Leaders of the communist and pro-communist 
parties participated in this polizical decision anc assisted the Rebels in 
distributing arms to civilians, organizing forces and setting up strong 
points in Santo Domingo. 


On April 25, in accozdance with approved contingency plans for 
evacuation of U. S. cizvizens from danger areas, the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
directed the Commander -in-Chief, Atlantic Command, to send the mini- 
mum number of vessels to tae Santo Domingo area to embark up to 1, 200 
U. S. citizens, if recuired. The force was to remain offshore, out of 
sight, to avoid the a2pearance of intervention. The Joint Chiefs of Staii 
alerted and moved the Caribbean Ready Amphibious Squadron, with some 
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1,800 Marines aboard, to the Dominican area, and 2 Battalion Combat 
Teams of the 82d Airborne Division and associated airlift were alerted 
for possible movement to the Dominican Republic. Deployment of ground 
forces to the Dominican Republic for the protection of U. S. citizens was 
held in abeyance. 


On April 27, upon the recommendation of the American Embassy 
that U. S. forces be ordered to the port of Haina to evacuate U. S. 
citizens, the Caribbean Ready Amphibious Squadron was ordered to 
begin the evacuation, By the end of April 27, 1,176 Americans and 
foreign nationals had been evacuated through the port of Haina. 


By the night of April 27, the first Provisional Rebel President, 
Molina-Urena, had taken asylum in the Colombian Embassy, and most 
of the political leaders, as well as some military officers, abandoned 
the Rebel movement and went into hiding; however, tze insurrection was 
continued, and the communists, who already had taken over control of 
the armed civilian mobs, moved quickly to assume political leadership. 
The disorganized regular Dominican military forces, without adequate 
communications, had grouped at various points throughout the city and 
San Isidro. 

During the night of April 27 and on April 28, public order continued 
to disintegrate. Street fighting was widespread, and there were many 
reports of danger to Americans and others of the foreign community at 
the hands of the communist-led armed mobs. Early in the day on April 28, 
Ambassador Bennett recommended against landing Marines because he 
felt the situation at the moment did not require such action. There had 
been reports of action by the Dominican forces to link up with each other 
and put down the insurrection. This action did not materialize, and within 
a few hours, about 5 p.m., Ambassador Bennett requested a platoon-sized 
- augmentation of the Marine guard to protect the embassy, then under fire 
by Rebels with automatic weapons. Fifty U. S. Marines were landed by 
helicopters for this task by local initiative, before the Ambassador's 
request reached Washington, Later in the evening, the Dominican Police 
Chief, after his forces in Santo Domingo had been decimated by the Rebels, 
informed the Ambassador he could no longer guarantee the safety of 
American citizens. At this time, Ambassador Bennett recommended to 
Washinston the irmmediate landing of more Marines, and the giving of 
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serious thought to armed intervention, advising that power was falling 
into communist hands. Although the evacuation had proceeded without 


loss oi life, it was clear the evacuation route via the port of Haina was 
becoming unsafe, 


The President therefore ordered troops to land in the Dominican 
Republic to protect Americans and to reinforce the embassy guard, 
During the night, over 500 Marines were flown ashore by helicopters. 
They established a safety perimeter around the Ambassador Hotel to 
protect American and other foreign national evacuees, and also set 
up a helicopter evacuation area, 


It became increasingly clear that we might heave to become more 
involved to ensure the protection of the lives of U. S. citizens and other 


foreign nationals and to prevent the Dominican Republic from becoming 
anotner Cuba. 


On April 29, following the President's instructions to ensure the 
safe evacuation of U. S. citizens and other foreign nationals, to protect 
the U. S. Embassy, to protect American lives in Santo Domingo and the 
surrounding area, and to prevent a communist take-over, we began the 
deployment of alerted forces from the U. S. to the Dominican Republic. 
These deployments were approved in increments, and units arrived 
between April 28 - May 4, as shown below: ; 


UNIT DEPLOYED ARRIVED 
Caribbean Ready Amphibious Squadron In place 
3rd Marine Baitalion Landing Team, 6th Regiment April 29-30 
3rd Brigade, 82d Airborne Division (2 Battalions) April 30 


2nd Brigade, 82d Airborne Division (2 Battalions) May 1 


ist Marine Battalion Landing Team, 6th Regiment May 2 


2nd Brigade, 82d Airborne Division (2 Battalions) May 3 
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UNIT DEPLOYED ARRIVED 
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lst Marine Battalion Landing Team, 8th Regiment May 3 
lst Brigade, 82d Airborne Division (3 Battalions) May 4 
lst Marine Battalion Landing Team, 2nd Regiment May 4 


Initially, the 3rd Brigade of the 82d Airborne Division (1, 800 troops) 
took off from the U. S. with the objective of parachuting into the drop zone 
near San Isidro Airfield. They were to be routed through Ramey Air Force 
Base, Puerto Rico, because of the unclear security situation at San Isidro 
Airfield. While they were enroute, the situation at San Isidro was clarified; 
therefore, the President directed that the aircraft land the troops there. 


A cease-fire agreement, sponsored Ly the Committee of the Organi- 
zation of American States, was signed at 5:30 p.m. on April 30, by 
representatives of the Rebel forces and the forces of the three-man 


military junta. Fausto Caamano, Colonel Caamano's brother, signed 

for the Rebels; Colonel Benoit, head of the military junta, and other junta 
military leaders signed on behalf of the junta. U. S. Ambassador Bennett, 
U.S. Army Major General York and the Papal Nuncio to the Dominican 
Republic, who helped bring about the cease-fire, also signed the agreement 
as an indication of their good offices. Sporadic but frequent sniping fire, 
however, continued from the Rebel side. Also, on April 30, 1,500 Marines 
reinforced positions around the Ambassador Hotel (the assembly point for 
evacuees), extending and securing the safety perimeter and securing the 
road to the port of Haina, the route to the prime evacuation area. 


As a Rebel shortwave transmitter broadcast instructions to the civilian 
mobs to shoot Americans on sight and Radio Havana exhorted the Rebels 
to "fizht on, '' the remaining 7 battalions of the 82d Airborne Division were 
placed in an increased readiness status. The danger to American lives 
continued; and with the Rebels in control of Radio Santo Domingo, the 
only effective communication with the rest of the island, the dangers of 
chaos and anarcny throughout the island increased, with its accompanying 
danger to American and other lives and the growing risk of communist 
take-over. 


The Rebels appeared to be in control of the city except in those 
pockets held by the Dominican forces. The International Safety Zone 
was established May 1 by the U. S. forces in accordance with the 
re. .ution approved by the Ozganization of American States to protect 
anyone who wished ‘» seek refuge, including Dominicans. The Inter- 
national Safety Zone, encompassing an area of about three square 
miles, is located in the southwestern portion of Santo Domingo. It 
is bordered on the east by the downtown area held by the Caamano 
forces and on the south by the sea. It contains most of the embassies 
and the Ambassador Hotel. 
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As additional Marines landed, the Inzernational Safety Zone was 
secured. The 82d Airborne units first secured the San Isidro Airfield, 
then moved via the highway to Santo Domingo, secured the Duarte Bridge, 
which was still held by the revvlar Dominican forces, and formed a 
screening force along the east Damkx of the Ozama River. The Marines 
ana the Army units temporarily linked up, but then withdrew. It was 
planned that Dominican forces would patrol between the U. S. Marine 
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and Army units, but they proved incapable of controlling Rebel move- 
ment through this gap. 


. 


On May 3, the airborne forces executed a link-up with the Marines 
in the International Safety Zone, establishing a corridor, or Line of 
Communications between the International Safety Zone and the San Isidro 
Airfieid. This action had the effect of dividing the most heavily popu- 
lated part of the city intwo. The build-up continued on May 3, 4, and 
5, with supporting elements arriving until May 14. 


By May 14, U. S. military personnel on the island reached about 
21,000, including personnel of 4 Marine Battalion Landing Teams and 
9 Army airborne battalions. The 21,000 personnel ashore consisted of 
5,945 Marines, 14,200 Army, and 958 Air Force. In addition, a force 
of 2,000 Marines was deployed afloat off the shore of the International 
Safety Zone to meet unexpected contingencies, 4 squadrons of fighter 
aircraft sguadrons were posizvioned in Puerto Rico, and 40 naval ships 
controliec the surrounding sea areas. The airlift for the force build-up 
hac required nearly 300 C-130 and C-124 transport aircraft flying more 
icmieds oo0 Sorties, 


On May 8, Brigadier General Antonio Imbert became the head of 
anew so-called Government of National Reconstruction (GNR). In the 
meantime, the Rebels had established a Constitutionalist Government 
on May 5, headed by Colonel Caamano Deno. 


Also, on May 8, the Council of the Organization of American States 
authorized the establishment of an Inter-American Peace Force for the 
Dominican Republic. Personnel of the armed forces of Brazil (1, 129), 
Costa Rica (21), Honduras (250), and Nicaragua (159) were authorized 
by their governments to proceed to the Dominican Republic on May 23, 
May 13, May 13, and May 14, respectively. A force of 180 personnel 
was authorized by the Paraguayan Government to proceed to the Domini- 
can Republic on June 22. An Act formally establishing the Inter-American 
Peace Force was signed in Santo Domingo on June 24. All.of these Latin 
American units, along with the remaining U. S. units, are now deployed 
in the Dominican Republic as elements or the Inter-American Peace 
Force. The organization of the Inter-American Peace Force (IAPF) is 
shown on the chart at Tab B. Supporving naval and air forces are pro- 
vided by, and under the control of, the Commander-in-Chief, U. 5S. 

tlantic Command. Under these command relationships, General 
Palmer wears the double hat of APF Deputy Commander and Com- 
mander U. S. Forces, Dominican Republic. 


Subsequent to May 8, GNR forces moved north around the Ozama 
River, and between May 13 - 21 executed an operation to clear the 
Caamano forces from that part of the city north of the line of communi- 
cations, 


By May 19, the military situation had progressed to a point where 
some U. S. forces could return to normal operations. On that date, the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff requested that the Commander-in-Ch.ef, Atlantic 
Command, return airlift forces to home bases inthe U. S. as soonas 
possible. 


Withdrawal of U.S, military personnel from the Dominican Republic, 
excluding Marine personnel afloat offshore, has occurred as follows: 
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May 24 20, 700 
May 25-29 1,700 Marines 19, 000 
May 27 10C Air Corce 18, 900 
May 29-31 1,700 Arwny 17, 200 
June 1-6 4,100 Marines 13, 100 
June 24 200 Army 12, 900 


*Authorized strength of units. 


On July 4, the President announced the withdrawal of an additional 
1,400 Army military personnel, which reduces authorized U.S. military 
personnel strength in the Dominican Republic to 11,500. On July 12, 
actual strength was 10,954, The 546 difference between authorized and 

actual personnel strengths of U.S. units primarily results from not 

replacing personnel who have left because of illnesses, emergencies, 
or other reasons - or for those who were killed or injured. Latin 
American forces currently consist of 1, 759 personnel, of which 1, 146 
have been provided by Brazil. 


Continuous sniping by the Rebels at U. S. forces has caused 181 
U.S. casualties (25 killed, 156 wounded). The Caamano forces have 
violated the cease-fire about 1, 000 times. 


From the beginning of the Dominican crisis, the Caamano forces 
fully exploited broadcast radio as a propaganda medium to incite their 
forces and the country against the U.S., the Organization of the American 
States, and, later, against the GNR. Broadcasting was not stopped until 
GNR forces captured the radio station on May 18. Inflamatory broadcasts 
were meéde also by the GNR radio station at San Isidro. 


Significant accomplishments of the psychological and civil affairs 
operations conducted by U.S. military personnel through July 10 are 
indicated below: 


PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS 


a. 3 million pieces of printed matter. 


b. 197 sorties, totaling 700 hours, were flown by aircraft equipped 
with loucspeakers. 
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CIVIL AFFAIRS 
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60-bed hospital in International SafetyZone. 


100-bed hospital at San Isidro. 


(Civilian patients treated through July 10: approximately 
43,000.) 


c. Distribution of food totaled 1, 781 tons. 
d. Distribution of medicine totaled 45 tons. 


e. Of the more than 6,500 men and women and children from 
46 different countries who have been evacuated from the Dominican 
Republic, 4,437 persons, including 2,711 U. S. citizens, were 
avacuated by military supported operations through May 9. With the 
resumption of commercial air service on May 10, military supported 
evacuation operations were essentially complete. 
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The missions our troops have been required to perform have been 
complex and have increased from the first landing of Marines on April 
@B to the present. The initial mission of evacuating American citizens 
Was expanded within a day to include the evacuation of other foreign 
nationals. Subsequently, our forces established an International Safety 
Zone at the request of the Organization of American States in the heart 
af Santo Domingo and provided food and medicine for thousands of 
Dominicans, Americans and other foreign nationals, as well as them- 
selves. These missions have been performed over an area stretching 
from Haina, 7 miles west of Santo Domingo, through the heart of the 
densely populated city, to the San Isidro airfield, 10 miles east of 
Santo Domingo. Humanitarian missions, such as the supply of food, 
medical care, and other essentials, have been performed in an unusually 
explosive political situation involving continuous sniping, bitter Domini- 
pan factions, and communists and other extremists -- a situation in 
which our men still may be called on at any time for peace-keeping 
activities and for the protection of life and property throughout the entire 
country. 
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ACTION OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES IN 
THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


The first direct involvement of the OAS in the Dominican 
Republic matter stems, in part, from a meeting held at noon on 
April 27, between the Uruguayan Representative on the Council 
of the OAS, Ambassador Emilio N. Oribe, and Assistant Secretary 
Vaughn. Both Ambassador Oribe and Secretary Vaughn were of the 
opinion that the OAS was the proper organ to seek a settlement 
of the Dominican crisis. Mr. Ward P. Allen, Alternate U.S. 
Representative to the OAS, who was also present, undertook to 
explore the possibility of convoking an urgent meeting of the 
Inter~American Peace Committee (IAPC). The IAPC is composed of 

. Nicaragua, 
Colombia (Chairman), Argentina, Dominican Republic{ and the U.S. 

The U.S. Representative consulted with several members of 
the IAPC and requested the Chairman to call a meeting for that 
Same afternoon. 

IAPC meetings are private and no minutes are kept. The 
Dominican Republic Ambassador gave a detailed account of the 
revolt, its origins and subsequent developments which appeared 
to point to Castro-communist involvement. At that time reports 
from Santo Domingo indicated that the General Wessin's loyalist 
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troops were re-entering the city and it appeared that the situa- 


tion would be solved by the military defeat of the rebels. Thus, 


the Dominican Ambassador did not make any specific request for 
IAPC action or OAS assistance. The IAPC considered whether it 
had any jurisdiction or competence to look into the Dominican 
situation, either under its regular statutes or under Resolution 
IV of the 5th Meeting of Consultation (MFM) which concerns the 
situation in the Caribbean (Appendix 1, IAPC Statutes and 

5th MFM Resolution). No decision was taken but the Argentine 
and Colombian Ambassadors stressed that the IAPC should keep 
itself informed of further developments. 

Regular Meeting of the Council of the OAS (COAS) 

The following morning, at the conclusion of a routine COAS 
meeting, the Dominican Ambassador made a lengthy statement on 
the situation in his country. He mentioned the IAPC meeting of 
the previous day and reported that the loyalist forces were 
re-taking Santo Domingo. He highlighted communist involvement 
in the revolt and said that a second Cuba in the Caribbean had 
been averted. Again, he did not request OAS action, and no other 
representative spoke on the matter. 

That evening at 9:30 p.m., as all the Ambassadors of the 


OAS 
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OAS member states were being advised by the Department of the 
U.S. landings, the U.S. requested the convocation of a special 
meeting of the COAS for the next morning. 
Special COAS Meeting of April 29 

At this morning meeting Ambassador Bunker read the 

President's statement of April 28 and explained the purpose of 
the landings. The COAS approved a message to the Apostolic Nuncio, 
Dean of the Diplomatic Corps in Santo Domingo, requesting he 
arrange for a cease-fire. An initial discussion took place on 


how to bring inter-American mechanisms into play and Venezuela 


announced that it would request the convocation of the Organ of 


Consultation under the Rio Treaty or an MFM under Article 39 of 
the OAS Charter. A recess was declared in order to permit time 
for the Delegations to receive instructions from their govern- 
ments. The Department sent a circular telegram instructing our 
Ambassadors to urge the member governments to support the con- 
vocation of an MFM under Article 39 of the Charter (Appendix 2, 
Depcirtel 2071, April 29). 

That night when the COAS resumed to consider specific pro- 
posals submitted by Venezuela and Chile, the U.S. formally 
proposed that the MFM be advanced from May 1 to April 30 but 
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this failed to achieve the necessary majority. During the early 


hours of April 30, the COAS adopted the resolution c onvoking 


the MFM by a vote of 18-1(Uruguay)-1(DomRep) (Appendix 3, COAS 
resolution of April 30). The COAS also adopted a second resolu- 
tion submitted by the U.S. reiterating the earlier appeal for 
a cease-fire and calling for the establishment of an international 
zone of safehaven in Santo Domingo (Appendix 4). In order to 
save time, the U.S. Delegation made an advance presentation of 
a draft resolution naming a Commission which we hoped would be 
formally approved as soon as the MFM convened. U. S. Ambassadors 
in Latin America were instructed to seek approval of the member 
states for prompt passage (Appendix 5, Depcirtel 2082, April 30). 
Late in the afternoon of April 30, the COAS met again to 
hear a further report from Ambassador Bunker on the landing of 
additional U.S. troops and on the situation in the Dominican 
Republic. Certain decisions were taken in connection with the 
MFM to be held the next day, including an invitation to the 
Secretary General of the United Nations to be represented at the 
MFM (Appendix 6, COAS resolution, April 30). At the initiative 
of the U.S., the COAS approved the travel of OAS Secretary 


General 
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General Mora to the Dominican Republic to establish the initial 
OAS presence and to prepare for the arrival of the OAS Committee. 


He departed that same evening aboard a U.S. military aircraft. 
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The Tenth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs (MFM): 


3 


The MFM convened in the morning of May 1 and discussed the 
U.S. draft resolution, as well as others that had been submitted 


by other delegations. By late in the evening agreement was reached 
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on a compromise draft resolution establisning a 5-nation Committee 
to go to the Dominican Republic to seek the re-establishment of 


peace and normal conditions. The resolution (Appendix 7, MFM 
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Resolution of May 1) was adopted by a vote of 19-0-1 (Chile). 
The Special Committee which was designated consisted of Argentina 
(Chairman), Brazil, Colombia, Guatemala and Panama. The U.S. 
had attempted to get either Venezuela or Chile to accept member- 
ship on the Committee (Appendix 8, DEPTEL 1134 to Caracas). The 
Special Committee departed for Santo Domingo early the following 
morning, Sunday, May 2, aboard a U.S, military aircraft. 

That same afternoon, May 1, the U.S. formally submitted a 
draft resolution to the MFM requesting the member states capable 
of doing so to offer military contingents in order to assist the 


Committee in carrying out its mission (Appendix 9, DEPCIRTEL 2098, 
SEGRET May 
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May 1). This was the first proposal envisaging the creation of 


an inter-American force. The Department instructed our Embassy 
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in Santo Domingo to do everything possible to convince the Com- 
mittee that an inter-American force could make a significant 
contribution to its efforts in the Dominican Republic and instructed 
our Embassies in Latin America to solicit support for the proposal 
(Appendices 10 and 11, DEPCIRTELS 2101 and 2103, May 2). 

The first telegraphic reports of the Special Committee to 
the MFM described the appalling conditions in Santo Domingo and 


requested the member states to provide emergency assistance in 
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foodstuffs, medicines, medical personnel and equipment. The MFM 
unanimously approved a resolution to that effect on May 3 
(Appendix 12, MFM Resolution of May 3). 

By the afternoon of May 5, the Special Committee in Santo 
Domingo had worked out an agreement between the opposing forces. 
Entitled "The Act of Santo Domingo" (Appendix 13), the agreement 
provided for a cease-fire, confirmed the earlier establishment of 
the International Safety Zone, granted facilities for the distri- 
bution of food and medicine by international agencies, and 


provided 
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provided for the protection and evacuation of all asylees in 
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foreign Embassies, as well as the safety of those Embassies. 
The MFM continued deliberating the matter of an inter-_ 
American force starting on May 3 and continuing through the 
early morning hours of May 6, when by a vote of 14-5 (Chile, 
Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay)-1 (Venezuela) it adopted an 
amended resolution jointly sponsored by seven delegations 


(Appendix 14, MFM Resolution of May 6). It requested the 
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member states to provide military contingents for an Inter- 
American Force (IAF) which would operate under the authority 
of the MFM for the purpose of "cooperating in the restoration 


of normal conditions in the Dominican Republic, in maintaining 


the security of its inhabitants and the inviolability of human 


rights, and in the establishment of an atmosphere of peace and 
conciliation that will permit the functioning of democratic 
institutions", The resolution also provided for the establishment 
of a Unified Command. 

The Special Committee returned to Washington and on the 
night of May 7=8 presented a report to the MFM (Appendix 15, 
First Report of the Special Committee). In the lenghy question 
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period which followed the presentation of the report, the 
Ambassadors of Colombia, Argentina, Guatemala and Brazil 
acknowledged Communist infiltration of the rebel movement 

and the complete break-down of law and order in the Dominican 
Republic with consequent danger to foreigners and diplomatic 
missions. The Special Committee was emphatic in stating that 
the situation was a potential danger to the maintenance of 
continental peace and security. A translation of the minutes 
of this important session appeared in the Congressional Record 
of May 12, pp 9979-9990. 


The MFM continued political discussions on the First Report 


and on May 10 passed another resolution by a vote identical to 


the one of May 6 assigning to the Special Committee certain 
responsibilities relating to the establishment of the Unified 
Command (Appendix 16, MFM Resolution of May 10). 

In the MFM meeting of May 14, Ambassador Bunker answered 
allegations that U.S. forces were not acting impartially in the 
Dominican Republic and pointed to a number of cease-fire viola- 
tions by the rebel forces. He also highlighted how the so-called 
Constitutional regime was attempting to discredit the OAS when 
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it sent messages to the United Nations declaring that the OAS 


was ineffective and incapable (Appendix 17, DEPCIRTEL 2230 of 
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May 14). 

There were corridor discussions and consultations with 
certain governments about enlarging the Special Committee which 
had returned to Santo Domingo or alternatively of appointing a 
new high-level Committee of Peace and Conciliation composed of 
prominent American figures such as ex-Presidents Betancourt, 
Lleras Camargo, Figuexes, and ex~Governor Munoz Marin, These 
proposals did not prosper, however, due to the opposition of certain 
member states to the above-named individuals. 

The Special Committee returned to Washington to submit its 
Second Report (Appendix 18, Second Report of the Special Committee) 
considerably disheartened by the new element in the Dominican 
Republic -- the United Nations, and, to a lesser extent, the 
mission of high-ranking U.S. officials sent by the President to 
the Dominican Republic. Ambassador Bunker delivered an important 
statement at the MFM session of May 18 regarding the objectives 
of the Bundy mission (Appendix 19, Department of State Press 


Release No. 117). Our posts were instructed to draw on this 
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statement and given supplementary guidance for use in discussing 
with officials and responsible press and opion leaders (Appendix 
20, Depcirtel 2270, May 19). In its conclusions, the Special 
Committee stated that it considered its mandate terminated. 

In order to assure the continued presence of the OAS in the 
Dominican Republic after the resignation of the Special Committee, 
the MFM decided to transfer the Committee's responsibilities and 
functions to the OAS Secretary General, who had remained in 
Santo Domingo working closely with the Special Committee. This 


was done by two resolutions adopted on May 20 and May 22. The 


first entrusted to the Secretary General the negtiation of a 


strict cease-fire and asked him to offer his good offices "with 

a view to the establishment of a climate of peace and conciliation”, 
as well as to coordinate his actions, insofar as relevant with 
those of the Representative of the UN Secretary General (Appendix 
21, MFM resolution of May 20). The vote on the resolution was 
16-0-4 (chile, Mexico, Panama, Uruguay). The second resolution 
assigned to the Secretary General those functions relation to the 
Inter-American Force which had previously been held by the 

Special Committee. The resolution also requested the Government 

of Brazil to designate the Commander of the Inter-American Force 


and 
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and the U.S. to designate the Deputy Commander. A Committee of 
the MFM composed of members contributing contingents was named 
to study the functioning and maintenance of the Force. Approval 
of the resolution was by 14-4(Chile, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru) -2 
(Argentina, Venezuela) (Appendix 22, MFM resolution of May 22). 

On May 20, the Brazilian Foreign Minister indicated that 

the Dominican situation had reached a point requiring the presence 


in Washington of the Foreign Ministers. He instructed Brazilian 


Ambassadors to suggest that the other Foreign Ministers plan to 


join him in Washington starting on May 27. The United States 

supported this initiative and instructed our Ambassadors to so 

advise the Foreign Ministers (Appendix 23, Depcirtel 2297, May 20). 
In the end only the Brazilian and Paraguayan Foreign Ministers 

had arrived by May 28 but they, together with the Secretary of 

State and the balance of the MFM initiated an important series 

of closed informal sessions which led to a proposal to create 

a new ad hoc committee composed of 3 states to provide political 

guidance to the IAF and to carry on the work of providing OAS 

good offices to the contending parties (Appendix 24, Depcirtel 

2386, May 29). The matter of whether the new committee would 

supplant the Secretary General or work in conjunction with 


him 
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him was discussed. It was decided that to terminate his mandate 
might be interpreted by some as a loss of conficence in him, 
particularly at a time when he was under heavy attack by che 
rebel government. The latter had stated publicly that it wuld 
no longer negotiate with the OAS Secretary General because of 
his partiality to the Government of National Reconstruction. 
The Department requested the support of the member states for 
the draft resolution (Appendix 25, Depcirtel 2391 of May 31) 
which came before the MFM late on June 1. After corridor agree- 
ment that the Ad Hoc Committee would be composed of Brazil, 
El Salvador, and the U.S., a modified draft resolution was 
adopted in the early morning hours of June 2 (Appendix 26, MEM 
resolution of June 2) by a vote of 15-2(Uruguay, Mexico) -3 
(Argentina, Chile, Venezuela). At this same session the name 
of the Inter-American Force was changed to Inter-American Peace 
Force (Appendix 27, MFM resolution of June 2) by a vote of 
15-1 (Uruguay) -4(Chile, Mexico, Peru, Venezuela). 

From its arrival in the Dominican Republic on June 3, the 

Ad Hoc Committee began a series of consultations and meetings 
with both the Government of National Reconstruction and the 
Constitutionalist Government as well as with individuals and 
groups representing all sectors of public opinion in Santo 


Domingo and in the provinces. On 
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On June 18 the Ad Hoc Committee presented to the MFM, to 


the opposing sides, and to all the Dominican people: (1) a 


Proposal for the Solution of the Dominican Crisis (Appendix 28); 


and (2) a Declaration to the Dominican People (Appendix 29). 
The Department instructed our Ambassadors to present the Ad Hoc 
Committee documents to the Foreign Ministers in concert with 


their Brazilian and El Salvadorean colleagues (Appendix 30, 
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Depcirtel 2540 of June 18). Subsequently, we informed the member 
states that the U.S. considers these documents to be sound and 
constructive proposals on which to base a solution to the 
Dominican situation. We have urged the OAS member governments to | 
support the proposals (Appendix 31, Depcirtel 2560 of June 22). 


The Dominican factions and the member states are now considering 
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The Betancourt-Figueres plan is essentially one 
of Latin American collective action to lay the basis 
for democracy in the Dominican Republic. 


‘ We should support it in principle. We should, 
however, make sure that the interim collective regime 
is supported by adequate military strength to enable it 
to do its job; and that it leaves a permanent regime 
behind capable of dealing with communist subversion. 


Among the problems to be resolved would be the 
Betancourt-figueres attitudes towards the Dominican 
Republic army, many of the officers of which served 
under Trujillo but which at the moment is the only 
organized opposition to communists. 


However, Latin America as a whole may not agree 
with the plan at this tine. If Latin America should 
accept the plan it would only be because they would 
dislike it less than unilateral U.S. intervention. 
They dislike intervention in any form. 


II 


Nevertheless the Dominican Republic situation 
demonstrates that collective action is urgently needed 
to deal with the growing problem of subversion. Other- 
wise we shall have not only to do the peacekeeping 
ourselves but we will have to do it against the 
opposition of Latin America. 


At the Foreign Ministers’ meeting this month in 
Rio we ought to propose a bold plan -- Latin Arerican 
(possibly inter-American) collective machinery to 
prevent subversion and to promote democracy. 
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Such a plan would require an amendment of the 
OAS Charter (Latin Americans want to amend the Charter 
anyway for other reasons and this could be one of 
several amendments). 


It would also require that Latin Americans bring 


their thinking and the Charter into the 20th Century. 
Both are now cast in terms of preventing 19th century 
U.S. imperialism. Today the problem is (a) how to 
prevent communist subversion and the somewhat related 
subject (b) how to oblige Latin American countries to 
hold free elections periodically. 
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PLAN FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BETANCOURT PROPOSAL 


1. Work through Betancourt, Figueres, and possibly others to 
establish a Provisional Government of National Unity which would 


be generally representative of all the major groups in the Dominican 


Republic, except the communists, and have the general support of the 


population. 
2. As soon as the Provisional Government is established have it 
address an appeal to the OAS and to the other American Governments 


for assistance. 
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3. Convene the MFM (which has already been set up under Article 39 
of the Charter) to receive and act upon the Dominican request. 
h. At the MFM session we, together with two or three Latin American 
Governments, should recommend: 
necessary 
a. The furnishing of all,military help to the Provisional 
Government, preferably under the form of a "OAS Military Assistance 


Command", in which the United States would be the principal. supplier 
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of forces and some Latin Americans might contribute token forces 
(in any case, the command would be pro forma and would actually be 
controlled by the United States as happened during the missile crisis) 
and, 

b. That the OAS Secretary General and the governments provide 
all necessary technical assistance to the Provisional Government, 


preferably under the form of an "OAS Technical Assistance Mission”. 


5. Working closely with the OAS-SYG the United States should help 
him select and send civilian personnel, comprising their "OAS 
Technical Assistance Mission", to the DR as soon as possible (United 
States Government personnel should be made available for this 
purpose in order to have an interdepartmental staff in the DR). 

The OAS should be strongly encouraged to designate an OAS Special 
Representative to head the Mission who would be a Latin American of 
considerable stature, sensnetvetea competence and known cooperativness 
with the United States. His deputy should be an American and the 
actual operating head of the Mission. 

6. The immediate objectives which the "OAS Military Assistance 
Command" and the "OAS Technical Assistance Mission" would seek are: 


a. To assist the Provisional Government in maintaining law 
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and order and to train and equip Dominican military and police forces 


as rapidly as possible. 
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b. To provide necessary administrative and technical support 
to insure an orderly and efficient maintenance of governmental 
operations at the national, provincial and municipal levels. 


c. To assist in the organization of national elections at the 


ABET hack oo 


earliest suitable date and in the supervision of those elections. 
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d. To render assistance in such reconstruction as may be 
necessary and in the development and execution of development plans. 
7. The United States military commander, would be responsible for 


insuring that law and order is maintained. He would also render such 
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civil affairs type assistance to the Provisional Government and/or 
the “OAS Technical Assistance Mission" as the situation might require. 
The "OAS Military Assistance Command" would be withdrawn as soon as 
possible but not until there is a Dominican military-police 


establishment capable of exercising control. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


x ‘ WASHINGTON 
Civ : 


May 3, 1965 


MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 


SUBJECT: Proposed statement by Betancourt 


ORR EEEE RG TNag eT Do 


Attached is a statement which we expect Betancourt 
to put out tomorrow morning. We talked him out 
of including a sentence in which he endorsed the 
views of Leoni and of the Venezuelan Congress, 
both of whom have made relatively sharp statements 
at different times in recent days. 


The language is clumsy and Latin, but the sentiments 


are mildly helpful. Itis a triumph of your own 
persuasion that they are not strongly against us. 


McG. B. 


Seed, “atm atmnmemmianaammnend 
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(phoned by Mr. Mann's office) 


Proposed statement by Betancourt 
The former President of Venezuela, Mr. Romulo Betancourt, 
was invited to confer with the President of the United States, 


Lyndon B. Johnson, and with the Secretary of State, Mr. Dean Rusk. 


The two interviews lasted for more than three hours. 

Various political and economic problems in the uothbephere 
were discussed in these sonveesaeons and in particular the grave 
situation in the Dominican Republic. It was agreed in these interviews 
, that with respect to Santo Domingo the decision of the commission 
which the Organization of American States sent to that country 
should be awaited; alsoin these conversations confidence in the 
regional system to find formuine which will permit Santo Domingo 


to live in the future in full exercise of its sovereignty and based on 


free elections and democratic philosophy was ratified. 
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July 12, 1965 
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THE BUNDY - MANN MISSION 


PRR Oe SF 


From the beginning, the idea was to bring about a 
peaceful rather than a military solution. Ambassador 
Martin had been sent down to work with the liberals 
in an effort to find some basis for bringing about 
an effective cease-fire and, equally important, a 
basis for a political solution. The Imbert regime 
which emerged was never considered by Washington 

to be a basis for a political solution. 


The five-man OAS committee was accomplishing very 
little in terms of bringing about anything more 
than an uneasy cease-fire. 


We thought, and still believe, that this mission was 
necessary to get people talking about the terms of 
a possible settlement as an essential first step 
towards the re-establishment of order and eventual 
elections. 


I went to the Dominican Republic without participating 
in the talks with Bosch (a) because it was considered 
urgent to establish contact with the military and 
Imbert's side in order to eliminate any possibility of 
violence between them and US troops there, and (b) 

to explain to the OAS the purpose of the US Mission 

as being in support of and not inconsistent with its 
mission. 


EWI Lc SSPE RRR EEN AR MOS ENTE a SR, OMAN SES OBST TIGHTEN Stn iat SAAS SS SHETTY 
ot ay ae Le 8 A ? 
5 : ! me 7 wh “ 
: So of ie eas nd vt : Bag ay a 
oa bs we nn MB i i oa as, bo Boe oe Ge ei ee. tas oat ae tre a § 
2 SEES cece fh: ie ag Bae Ree ene 


My contacts with Abe Fortas were limited to discussions 
concerning the possibility of getting the OAS to 
enlist the services of Betancourt, Munoz Marin and 
Figueras in doing the mediation job for the OAS in 

the Dominican Republic -- either as a part of the then 
existing five-man OAS committee or supplementary to 
its activities. I have no personal knowledge of 
Fortas' role vis-a-vis Bosch. I have never spoken 

to Bosch and during my trip to the Dominican Republic 
saw Guzman only once and then only to be introduced 
and shake hands. 
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REASONS FOR EMPHASIZING FIRST THE EVACUATION PURPOSE 
AND LATER THE COMMUNIST INFILTRATION ELEMENT 


We were aware of conmunist activity and their capacity for 
trouble from the beginning. . 


RSGEIREOR oR GT Stites, ae da Pos west spied 


The accurate truth is that on April 28 the immediate 
‘problem we were presented with was our inability to 
continue the evacuation commenced on April 27 through 
the Port of Haina and what to do about the Americans who 
were gathered in the Ambassador Hotel. In my opinion 
the landing would not have been made on April 28 had it 
not been for this emergency problem, somewhat com- 
pounded by the sniper fire which the Embassy was under- 
going. The safety of American lives was our first 
concern and was what caused the decision to make the 
initial landing. 


It was not until late on April 29 that we began to 
accept as probable the inability of the armed forces 
to use their preponderant military strength to restore 
order and to check extremist elements within the rebel 
forces. As long as it seemed probable that the 
Dominicans would handle their own problems, we were 
most reluctant to commit armed forces to anything 
except purely evacuation purposes. 


There was a tactical advantage in not emphasizing the 
communist aspect of the problem until this was 
absolutely necessary because of the issues and 
suspicions this would inevitably have raised in both 
the UN and the OAS. 


Finally, there was no point in emphasizing the communist 
aspect of the problem before this was necessary and 
specifically before the intelligence conmunity had had 
an opportunity to pull their facts together as best 

they could because we did not wish to appear 
McCarthy-like. Other things being equal, we would have 
preferred to have waited two or three days longer 
before speaking publicly of this issue. 


M:TCMann/ps 
July 12, 1965 


July 12, 1965 


BASIC SETTLEMENT ISSUES 


Control of Provisional Government for nine or 
eighteen months pre-electoral period. 


(Relevant to this are: (a) 1962 

vs. 1963 constitutions, l.e., 
"constitutionalism’; and (b) dis- 
cussions re Guzman, "Garcia Godoy and 
Read Barreras. 


Control of military. 


(Relevant to this are: (a) What to 

do with rebel military officers; 

(b) replacement of four top conmanders 

in armed forces; (c) collection of arms 
from rebels; and (d) reorganization of 

military. 


Control of communists. 
(Relevant to this are (a) "constitu- 
tionalism", because of provision for- 
bidding deportation; (b) elegibility 
of 14th of June Movement to partici- 
pate in elections; and (c) all four 
issues under 2. 

Protection against vengeance. 


Timing of withdrawal of IAPF. 


DECLASSI} TED 


Authority z E/Z iH ID 
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SPECIAL ASSISTANT TG THE SCCRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 


TURP DECREE september 24, 1968 
ttachment 


White House - Mr. Bowdler 
Bill - 


This is the record of the Guzman negotiation 
I compiled for Mac Bundy. I gave him the original 
and kept this one copy. 


AS you will note, the record covers cnly 
those matters in which I was directly involved. 


Thus, there is almost nothing here about Vance's 
talks With the military. 


Somewnere there is a long NODIS cave l 
wrote on the final meeting the afternoon anc even- 
ing of May 25. Bundy returned to Washington 
the next morning. 


Let me know if there is anything else 1 


can do. 
ied 
OP “2 Yo aa 
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Harry W. Snlaudeman 
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Comite tas ent: 
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Chronology. 
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Department of State May 7, 1965 
Opinion of the Legal Adviser 


LEGAL BASIS FOR UNITED STATES ACTIONS 
IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


I 
United States action in the Dominican Republic was 
emergency action taken to protect lives and to give the 


Inter-American system a chance to deal with a situation 
within its competence. 


The United States initially landed troops in the 
Dominican Republic under conditions in which immediate 
action was essential to. preserve the lives of foreign 
nationals -- nationals of the United States and of many 
other countries. This kind of action is justified both 
on humanitarian and legal grounds. The United States 
. continued its presence in the Dominican Republic for the . 
additional purpose of preserving the capacity of the OAS 
‘to function in the manner intended by its Charter -- to 
achieve peace and justice by securing a cease-fire and 
_ by reestablishing orderly processes within which Dominicans 
‘can choose their own government, free from outside inter- | 
.. ference. With the adoption by the OAS Meeting of Foreign 
' - Ministers of a resolution providing for the establishment i 
of an Inter-American Armed Force, the U.S. military elements . 
in the Dominican Republic will be included in that Force. : 


The primary purposes for which the American States 
established the OAS, set forth in Article 1 of its Charter, 
are "to achieve an order of peace and justice, to promote . 
their solidarity, to strengthen their collaboration, and 
to defend their sovereignty, their territorial integrity 
and their independence." The OAS thus exists to assist 
the American States to maintain their rights to defend 
their integrity and to provide for their preservation and 
prosperity. The action of the United States has given the 
organs of the OAS the essential time in which to consider 
the situation in the Dominican Republic and to determine 
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means of preserving the rights that country has under the 
Inter-American system. The propriety of a regional agency 
"dealing with such matters relating to the maintenance of 
international peace and security as are appropriate for 
regional action" is expressly recognized by Article 52 of 
_., the Charter of the United Nations. 


IL 


. The initial landing of U.S. Marine forces during the 
night of April 28-29 was ordered by the President of the 
United States to protect the lives of U.S. nationals and 
those of other countries. The action was taken after the 
United States had been officially notified by Dominican 
authorities that they were no longer able to preserve order. 
The factual circumstances of the breakdown of order in the 
Dominican Republic were such that the Landing could not have 
been delayed beyond the time it actually took place without 
needless sacrifice of many more lives -- both foreign nationals. 
and Dominican citizens -- entailing serious danger to the peace 
and SCCUEDEY of the Reatepnekes P 


After United States forces arrived in the Dominican 
Republic, it became apparent that the structure of govern- 
ment had broken down to a point where there was not only no 
authority capable of preserving order but also no mechanism 
by which the Dominican people could freely choose their own 
government. The same evening when U.S. forces were initially 
dispatched to Santo Domingo, the United States requested an 
urgent meeting of the Council of the OAS. A meeting of the 
Council was held on the morning of April 29, and organs of the > 
OAS proceeded to meet in continuing session thereafter on the 
Dominican situation. 


The United States refused to observe merely the form of 
legalistic procedures to the detriment of fundamental rights 
of a nation under the OAS Charter. On April 28 the Military 
‘Junta in Santo Domingo, which had proclaimed itself to be the 
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government, addressed a request to the United States to send 
in armed forces and crush the rebels. The United States could 
have recognized this group as the government of the Dominican 
Republic, and could have responded to their request. The 
United’States declined to follow this course because it would 
have amounted to taking sides in the internal struggle and 
would, therefore, have resulted in actual interference with 
the freedom of the Dominican people to choose their own govern- 
ment. Such a course of action would have been inconsistent 
with the principles that govern the Inter-American system. 


The obligations of non-intervention contained in Articles cee : 
15 and 17 of the OAS Charter did not preclude the United States’! 
-_placing armed forces in the Dominican Republic for the human- |). | 
itarian purpose of saving lives. Nor did those obligations 1: 
require the United States to withdraw its forces in the days —_ 
immediately after their landing, when it was entirely apparent | 
that there was no local means of keeping order and providing . 
essential public services in Santo Domingo. In fact, it would © 
have been irresponsible for the United States to withdraw its  — 


forces when such a course would have endangered seriously the .°-" 
lives of foreign nationals not yet evacuated and would have  —_—_. 
led to.a full-scale resumption of bloody civil war among the 

. contending Dominican factions, 


The United States, in maintaining elements of its armed 
forces in the Dominican Republic, acted to preserve the . 
situation so that the organs of the Inter-American system 
could carry out their intended responsibilities under Inter- 

‘American treaties and assist the people of the Dominican 
Republic in reestablishing democratic government under con- 
ditions of public order. 


The actions of the United States were designed to 


help give effect to the resolutions adopted by the OAS. 
‘These resolutions (1) called for a cease-fire; (2) appealed 
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for the establishment of ‘an international neutral zone of 
refuge; (3) dispatched a five-member commission to the 
Dominican Republic; and (4) called upon member govern- 
ments to supply food and medicine to the people of the 
Dominican Republic. Without continued action by the 

_ United States, the OAS machinery could not have becom 
effective. 


Acting upon the recommendation of the five-man 

"commission, the Meeting of Foreign Ministers resolved 

on May 6 to request the establishment of an Inter-American 

Armed Force. This resolution recognized that the formation 
' of the Force would "signify ipso facto the transformation 

of the forces presently in Dominican territory into a 

force which will not be that of one state or a group of 

states but that of the OAS, which Organization is charged 

with the responsibility of interpreting the democratic 

will of its members." 


The Meeting of Foreign Ministers is now considering 
other reports and recommendations from the five-member 
commission on the preservation of public order and the 
_ formation of a new Dominican government. All of these 
‘efforts would have been frustrated if the United States 
had: withdrawn its forces and thus invited a renewal of 
anarchy. 


‘IIL 


There is a further consideration which supports the 
action taken by the United States. Available information 
has suggested that what began as a democratic revolution 
fell into the hands of a band of Communist conspirators. 

If a movement under such control had succeeded in estab- 
lishing itself as the government of the Dominican Republic, 
the seizure of power by a totalitarian regime would in all 
Likelihood have been irreversible, The OAS would have 

been deprived of any realistic possibility of assisting 

the Dominican people to determine freely their own political 
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future. Rather than let such a risk materialize, the 
United States acted to preserve the situation pending con- 
sideration by the OAS and the taking of such steps as the 
OAS might recommend. 


Participation in the Inter-American system, to be 
meaningful, must take into account the modern day reality 
that an attempt by a conspiratorial group inspired from the 
outside to seize control by force can be an assault upon the 
independence and integrity of a state. The rights and obli- 
gations of all members of the OAS must be viewed in light of 
this reality. 


“The American States have formally recognized the dangers 
of international Communism to the Inter-American system. The 
Foreign Ministers of the American Republics, meeting at Punta 
del Este in January 1962, declared: "The principles of 
Communism are incompatible with the principles of the Inter- . 
American system" and “adherence by any member of the Organi- 
zation of American States.to Marxism-Leninism is incompatible 
with the Inter-American system and the alignment of such a 
government with the Communist bloc breaks the unity and | 
solidarity of the hemisphere." This meeting of Foreign — 
Ministers therefore urged 

3 
"the member states to take those steps that they 
“may consider appropriate for their individual or 
collective self-defense, and to cooperate, as 
may be necessary or desirable, to strengthen their 
capacity to counteract threats or acts of aggres- 
sion, subversion, or other dangers to peace and 
security resulting from the continued intervention 
in this hemisphere of Sino-Soviet powers, in accord- 
ance with the obligations established in treaties 
and agreements such as the Charter of the Organization 
of American States and the Inter-American Treaty of 
Reciprocal Assistance." | 


IV 


The United States continues to support its commitment to > 
the preservation of the right of all free peoples in this 
hemisphere to choose their own course, without falling prey 
to international conspiracy from any quarter. 
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The United States continues to support the OAS as the 
institution through which this right can be realized when 
outside interference makes collective assistance to a sister 
republic necessary. 


United States forces are not occupying the Dominican 
Republic. They are not asserting authority to govern any 
part of the country. They are not taking sides in the civil 
conflict. United States action has been taken in order to help 
preserve for the people of the Dominican Republic their right - 
to choose their government free from outside interference. 


Experience has shown that if a group led by Communist 
conspirators and inspired by an outside power is permitted 
to seize control of a country by force, any further con- 
sideration of the right of the people of that country to 
choose their own a an empty gesture: 


‘United States forces ‘continue to be present in the | 
' Dominican Republic only in‘support of OAS efforts to oresniee 
effective measures to prevent such a denial of freedom and - 
-further loss of life. As President Johnson has Stated: 


"The moment that the Organization of American — 
States can present a plan that will bring peace 
_on the island and give us the opportunity to 
- evacuate our people and give some hope of 
Stability of government, we'll be the first 
to come back home." 
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THE COMMUNIST ROLE IN THE DOMINICAN REVOLT 


7 May 1965 
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No. 1120/65 


7 May 1965 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
MEMORANDUM 


SUMMARY 


It seems clear now as it did in the last days of April 
that a modest number of hardcore Communist leaders in 
Santo Domingo managed by superior training and tactics 
to win for themselves a position of considerable influence 
in the revolt within the first few days. Their influence 
within the movement grew day by day, and following the 
collapse of Molina's government on 27 April there ap- 
peared to be no organization within the rebel camp capa- 
ble of denying them full control of the rebellion within a 
very few days. 


At the same time, the rebel cause, enjoying as it did 
the backing of Bosch and the continued support of several 
thousand military personnel, seemed likely to prosper in 
the face of the ineffective and dispirited countermeasures 
of the loyalists military. 


Thus the prospect at the time of US intervention 
clearly was one in which a movement increasingly under 
the influence of Castroites and other Communists was 
threatening to gain the ascendancy in the Dominican Re- 
public. 
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The Communist Role in the Dominican Revolt 


Introduction 


1. The insurrection that began against the 
Reid government on 24 April was touched off by a 
group of junior and middle grade army officers, 
most of whom were nominally sympathetic to exiled 
former President Juan Bosch with whom they were 
in contact. "Constitutionalism,'' the slogan of 
Bosch's Dominican Revolutionary Party (PRD), was 
used by these officers as a convenient rallying 
cry to attract quick popular support for their 
effort. Indeed for a short while the rebellion had 
a heavy PRD flavor. 


2. The PRD flavor soon began to fade, however. 
Within a few hours known Communists and extreme 
leftist civilian leaders were setting up their own 
paramilitary organizations. The early days of the 
revolt were critical. To understand fully how and 
why the Communists were able to react so swiftly, 
and how, as the intensity of the fighting increased, 
they were able to assume control of much of the 
rebel movement, it is necessary first to examine 
the background of the revolt. 


Background 


3. Juan Bosch's landslide election to the 
presidency in December 1962 was a measure of the 
popular revulsion to the years of Trujillo tyranny 
and of the thirst for reforms of the social and 
economic fabric of the country. Despite his popu- 
larity the idealistic President survived for only 
a stormy seven months in office. He never had the 
confidence of the conservative elements of the eco- 
nomic oligarchy primarily because of his reform 
proposals. He rapidly lost the confidence of the 
military establishment because of his permissive at- 
titude toward the growth of Communism in the coun~ 
try, and his inept administration. The armed forces 
were also concerned because of Bosch's obvious dis- 
taste for the military. 
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4, The Communists and their allies flourished 
under the Bosch administration. It was in this 
period that what had earlier been tiny groups of 
malcontent intellectuals began to expand and to im- 
prove their organization techniques. The Moscow- 
oriented Dominican Popular Socialist Party (PSPD) 
was the most professional of the Communist groups 
and along with the Dominican Popular Movement (MPD), 
a self-proclaimed Marxist-Leninst party with af- 
finities for Peiping, still today provide’ the 
hard core of Communist militants. On the eve of 
the current rebellion it was estimated that the 
PSPD had about 1,000 or more well-indoctrinated 
members and the MPD some 300. 


5. Also beginning to expand at this time was 
the Castroite 14th of June Political Group (APCJ). 
This organization is the mass-—based party of the 
extreme left. It now boasts some 3,000 members 
plus perhaps 20,000 sympathizers. Largely because 
of its origin as a patriotic and nationalist move- 


ment fighting the Trujillo tyranny, the APCJ still 
retains many non-Communist members. However, it 
came under effective Communist leadership as Bosch 
assumed power. 


6. The atmosphere of the Bosch administration 
was naturally conducive to Communist growth. Soon 
after his inauguration, for example, leading Commu- 
nist exiles began returning to the Dominican Repub- 
lic and openly conducted party operations. Commu- 
nists and Castroites were allowed to travel freely 
to and from Cuba and the bloc. Dato Pagan, a leading 
crypto Communist theoretician, was permitted to con- 
duct a school in a government-owned building aimed 
at creating a cadre of ideologically-trained young 
Communists, despite US pressure on Bosch to close 
the school. 


7. Bosch himself was apparently convinced 
that his own democratic and moderate revolutionary 
program had such popular support that it could not 
be seriously threatened by the Communists, and that 
they would remain a harmless and isolated minority. 
He never had an opportunity to prove his point. Af- 
ter repeated warnings that he should take steps to 
curb the Communists, the military overthrew him in a 
coup headed by General Wessin y Wessin in September 
1963. 


=-2— 


NO FOREIGN DISSEM 
SEECREF 


SECREF— 
NO FOREIGN DISSEM 


8. The junta which replaced Bosch ultimately 
became the Reid government. It was the target of 
all leftist groups from the PRD to the Communists. 
Two extremist groups actually took up arms against 
the new regime. In December 1963 members of the 
Dominican Popular Movement (MPD) launched a guer- 
rilla operation in the hills of the interior. They 
were joined by members of the pro-Castro 14th of 
June Political Group (APCJ). The guerrillas were 
rooted out by the Dominican armed forces; one of 
the most effective extremist leaders, Manuel Tavarez, 
was killed; and many other leaders of the MPD and 
the APCJ were exiled. Many of the exiles found 
their way to Cuba where a number of them received 
training in guerrilla warfare and in other subver- 
Sive tactics. The extremists began infiltrating 
back into their country in the latter half of 1964 
and by early 1965 at least 45 had clandestinely re- 
entered the country. 


9. During 1964 and early 1965 Juan Bosch's 
party, the Dominican Revolutionary Party (PRD), 
was pressing its demands for the return to con- 
stitutional government. During this period there 
were growing contacts between members of Bosch's 
party and the MPD, the APCJ, and the Moscow-or- 
iented Dominican Popular Socialist Party (PSPD), 
all of whom saw the advantage of pressing for the 
return of Bosch and his constitutionally-elected 
government. Although the leadership of Bosch's 
PRD claimed to be strongly opposed to any agreement 
with the extremists, there was evidence during 
March and early April of this year that middle- 
level PRD officials had approached the APCJ for 
support. A groupof 33 new PRD leaders sworn in on 
3 February 1965 included four of the former lead- 
ers of a now-defunct extremist party, the National- 
ist Revolutionary Party (PNR), as well as several 
other persons known to have been associated with 
or to be in contact with elements of the extreme 
left. In short, the three extremist parties had 
effectively aligned themselves with the PRD's plat- 
form which demanded the return of Bosch to the 
presidency and at the same time were attempting, 
with at least some success, to infiltrate and in- 
fluence the PRD. 
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10. The regimes which succeeded Bosch in power 
never developed a base of popular support. Despite 
the efforts by Reid to cope with some of the coun- 
try's more pressing economic problems, his govern- 
ment was regarded by a large segment of the politi- 
cally aware population as being merely the instru 
ment of the old economic oligarchy exploiting the 
population. 


ll. In this atmosphere, Bosch retained a large 
following in the Dominican Republic and plotting 
for his return gradually intensified. Bosch's own 
involvement in this plotting is reliably established. 
A Dominican Army officer with good contacts at the 
general staff level in mid-April, less than two 
weeks before the coup began, said that Bosch was 
organizing a plot to overthrow the Reid government. 
The source said the coup was to take place sometime 
between 18 April and 1 June. He accurately reported 
that Lt. Colonel Miguel Angel Hernando was to be one 
of the plot leaders and added that Hernando had 
traveled to Puerto Rico to discuss the coup plans 
with Bosch. 


12. There had been information from other 
sources prior to the coup on Bosch's involvement 
in the planning. Army Chief of Staff Rivera 
Cuesta told the US Army attaché on 16 April--eight 
days before the coup--that PRD leader Pena Gomez 
had returned from Puerto Rico on 15 April with 
funds to buy support for a coup from units of the 
Duarte, Mella, and Sanchez Battalions of the army 
-~the units that did, in fact, launch the coup ef- 
fort. On 14 February of this year, a US military 
source who has good contacts in the Dominican Repub- 
lic and in the Dominican colony in New York City 
reported that Bosch had been holding meetings in 
Puerto Rico and New York concerning plans for a 
coup. Bosch's activities reportedly were financed 
by Diego Bordas, a wealthy businessman and former 
member of Bosch's cabinet. Another source, un- 
tested but with good Dominican military and politi- 
cal connections, reported on 8 February that Juan 
Bosch and his associates Sacha Volman, Nicolas 
Silfa, Gustavo Espinal, Jacobo Majluta, Pedro 
Rodriguez Echevarria, and Rafael Fernandez 
Dominguez, were plotting to overthrow the Reid re- 
gime. 
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The Rebellion - First Phase April 24-26 


13. In its earliest moments then the rebel- 
lion appeared to be a coup of anti-Reid officers, 
some of whom had old scores to settle with Wessin 
y Wessin, and some of whom were intent on return- 
ing Bosch from exile in Puerto Rico. Many PRD 
members who had not been involved in the plotting 
quickly threw in with the rebels; a provisional 
government headed by PRD member Rafael Molina Urena 
was proclaimed and Bosch was asked to return, 


14. It now appears, however, that extremist 
and Communist groups also had advanced word of the 
revolt. One report states that unnamed PRD leaders 
approached the Peiping-oriented Dominican Popular 
Movement (MPD) on or about 23 April, the day be- 
fore the coup, and asked MPD leaders for support in 
a coup attempt. The source, a member of the MPD 
who had furnished reliable information in the past, 
added that the PRD leaders had assured the MPD that 
the PRD would furnish the arms. Juan Bosch was 
identified as one of the leaders of the plot. 


15. In any event, once news of the revolt 
became public on the afternoon of 24 April, these 
groups moved quickly to participate. Leaders of 
the three Communist parties began collecting arms, 
organizing their forces, and establishing strong- 
points in Santo Domingo. The PSPD established its 
principal strongpoint, or garrison, at the house 
of party leader Buenaventura Johnson Pimentel at 
#56 Calle Espaillat. Crudely fortified machine- 
gun emplacements were set up on the roof of the 
house. PSPD activists, including Johnson, Nicolas 
Pichardo Vicioso, Manuel Ortiz, Ignacio Perez,and 
others were observed on 25 April making Molotov 
cocktails and crude grenades at the house, which 
continued to serve as an arsenal and as headquarters 
for the main PSPD paramilitary forces until 27 April. 
The PSPD moved its headquarters to the house of 
Rafael Esteves Weber on the night of 27 April, 
probably for security reasons, but the Johnson house 
has remained an important stronghold and arsenal, 
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16. A building on the corner of Arzobispo 
Portes Avenue and Sanchez Street also served as a 
PSPD stronghold during this period. Diomedes Mer- 
cedes Garcia, Jose Rodriguez Acosta, and other PSPD 
leaders were observed there and were seen leading 
a paramilitary force armed with submachine guns and 
rifles, Molotov cocktails and hand grenades, 


17, The APCJ is known to have established a 
Strongpoint during this same period on Jose Gabriel 
street near the Malecon in the Ciudad Nueva section 
of the city. A heavily armed paramilitary force 
was seen using this building as a base. A head- 
quarters and strongpoint of MPD guerrillas was 
established on Benigue Street in the Ciudad Nueva 
area. 


18, On the first day of the rebellion the 
military rebels, fearful that the high command 
would move rapidly against them, opened the 
arsenals of Santo Domingo and began passing out 
weapons to civilians. One such arsenal was at the 
"27 February" camp on the outskirts of the city 
where Colonel Francisco Caamano directed the re- 
lease of stocked weapons. This and similar ac- 
tions elsewhere on subsequent days provided the 
leaders of the various Communist and extremist 
groups with the materiel they needed to supple- 
ment their own collection of arms and become a 
Significant factor in the rebellion. 


19. Buenaventura Johnson Pimentel, Juan 
Ducoudray Mansfield, Jaime Duran Hernando and 
Fidelio Despradel Roques were particularly active 
in acquiring weapons and equipping their followers 
in both the PSPD and APCJ. The last of these, 
Despradel, had been trained in Cuba, and accord- 
ing to a reliable source had been given $20,000 by 
the Chinese Communist Embassy in Paris for use by 
the Dominican Communists. All these men appeared 
to be responsive to direction from Manuel Gonzalez 
Gonzalez, a Spanish Communist veteran of the Spanish 
Civil war. 
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20. By the afternoon of Sunday, April 25, the 
Situation in Santo Domingo had become chaotic and 
confused. Violence had begun but there was more 
feinting and jabbing than significant action. Some 
of the rebels, particularly among the military, 
were tempted by offers from the loyalists for the 
establishment of a new junta which would seek a 
solution, presumably along traditional compromise 
lines. The Wessin forces, apparently taken by sur- 
prise, were reacting slowly and not every effectively. 
In this situation the Communists were intent on 
strengthening popular participation in the revolt. 
Public address cars manned by identifiable PSPD 
members prowled the city directing the crowds to 
tactical positions. 


21. At this point the PRD leaders appeared to 
share the initiative with rebel officers; the Com- 
munists were busying themselves with organizing 
the distribution of weapons to "reliable" groups 
and rounding up manpower for civilian militia units. 
It was in this period that the various Communist 
parties established their weapons depots and set 
up disbursing controls. 


22, As they established their organizations to 
assure the military effectiveness of the civilian 
rebels, the Communists apparently also began to 
turn their attention to the political ends of the 
revolt. On the night of April 25th and the early 
morning hours of April 26 rebel leaders consulted 
in the captured Presidential Palace on strategy 
and on the composition of a provisional government. 
To these meetings came PSPD leaders Ariosto Sora, 
Milvio Perez, and Silvano Lora, as well as a Cuban- 
trained guerrillafighter of the APCJ, Facundo 
Gomez. 
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23. These conversations in the palace showed 
for the first time not only that the Communists 
were intent on winning influence in the rebellion, 
but that they already had a degree of bargaining 
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power. The government formed by Molina after 

these consultations included as Attorney General, 
Alfredo Conde Pausas, who had two sons in the APCJ. 
The Director of the National Department of Investi- 
gations--the security service--was to be Luis Homera 
Lajara Burges, reported to be an underground member 
or associate of the PSPD; the sub-director was to be 
Lajara's son, an APCJ militant with a long record 

of arson. 


24. PSPD leaders, and particularly Diomedes 
Mercedes Garcia, commented on several occasions 
during the early days of the insurrection that they 
were very pleased with the attitude of Captain Mario 
Pena Taveras, one of the army rebel leaders, whom 
they described as a "friend of the party." Another 
rebel leader, the lawyer and retired army officer 
Rafael E. Saldana Jimenez, was acting as legal ad- 
viser to the rebel military officers occupying the 
National Palace between 24 and 27 April. Saldana is 
closely connected to the APCJ and is reported to 
have used his military connections during 1963 to 
obtain weapons for the APCJ. APCJ and MPD leaders 
are known to have been in communication with Saldana 
on 27 April and at other times, 


25. Thus by the night of April 26 the rebel- 
lion was undergoing a rapid evolution. The Commu- 
nist militants among the rebel forces had established 
their credentials as effective and ruthless leaders. 
They were recruiting supporters with sound trucks and 
manufacturing Molotov cocktails for use against Wes- 
sin's tanks. This latter task was a specialty of 
PSPD members. APCJ activists organized in patrols 
were arresting "political prisoners" and often meting 
out rough justice on the spot. 


26. At the same time the loyalist forces who 
had been badly disunited and disorganized were finally 
beginning to buckle down to the business of blasting 
out the rebel-held areas of the city. The rebellion 
had turned a corner, or rather two corners: the 
pressure on the rebels was becoming more intense-- 
and the political character of the rebel movement 
was moving left. 
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The Rebellion ~ Second Phase - April 27 = April 29 


27. Monday, April 27, was the last day of the 
short-lived Molina rebel government. The day be- 
gan with vigorous bombardments of the downtown area 
of Santo Domingo by loyalist planes and naval guns. 
While heavy casualties were being sustained in the 
rebel sectors, ten members of the PSPD were meeting 
at the home of Nicolas Pichardo Viciosio to plan the 
destruction of the city by fire if Wessin's troops 
entered. This was apparently characteristic of the 
Communists’ doggedness during this bleakest hour for 
the rebels. Before the night was over it had become 
the dominant mood of the workers' quarters embittered 
by the bombing raids. Some of the military rebels ap- 
parently had had enough, but they were relieved of 
their weapons by rebels before being allowed to de- 
fect to the loyalists. 


28. The principal defections at this stage of 
the rebellion besides that of Molina were those of Jose 
Pena Gomez, Colonel Hernando Ramirez, and Antonio Mar- 
tinez Francisco, the secretary general of the PRD. Af- 
ter he had withdrawn from the rebel camp and taken 
refuge, Jose Pena Gomez, a prominent PRD leader, in- 
formed a US Embassy officer that he considered his move- 
ment to have been defeated. He admitted that the Com- 
munists who joined the rebel force had infiltrated into 
positions of importance and that it was very difficult 
to stop them. Molina, who took asylum in the Colombian 
Embassy, is reported to have said on 5 May that he 
wanted to get the truth of Communist infiltration across 
to the world, but that he could not face further jeop- 
ardizing his and his family's safety. He reportedly 
said that he was already under intense attack by the 
Communists for opposing them. Also, he was reluctant 
to make any statement that would force him to give up 
asylum. 


29. Martinez made his way out of the rebel lines 
and on April 28th addressed the nation over San Isidro 
radio, controlled by the forces of General Wessin y 
Wessin. In that broadcast, Martinez said: "I beg all 
to lay down their arms; turn them in to the nearest 
military post, because this is no longer a fight be- 
tween political parties.” 
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30. The various Communist organizations now 
were definitely setting the tone of the rebellion. 
Communists led attacks on police barracks in a 
drive to win control of available weapons and 
supervise their disposition. It was the MPD which 
spearheaded the attack on the police fortress on 
the Ozama River. The fall of the fortress on 29 
April meant a fresh supply of arms and ammunition 
for the Communist and extremist groups. Executions 
of captured police and other loyalists were under- 
taken without trial, and Communist literature was 
turned out on the presses of the captured newspaper 
Prensa Libre. Foreign banks were looted. Most im- 
portantly for the rebels, the loyalists began to 
falter. Indeed the rebels were gaining the upper 
hand in Santo Domingo when the marines landed and 
the situation stabilized. 


31. It seems clear now as it did in the last 
days of April that a modest number of hard core Com- 
munist leaders in Santo Domingo--83 have so far been 
identified as active participants by US observers 
and other sources--managed by superior training and 
tactics to win for themselves a position of consid- 
erable influence in the revolt within the first few 
days. Their influence within the movement grew 
day by day, and following the collapse of Molina's 
government on 27 April there appeared to be no or- 
ganization within the rebel camp capable of deny- 
ing them full control of the rebellion within a 
very few days. 


32. At the same time, the rebel cause, enjoy- 
ing as it did the backing of Bosch and the contin- 
ued support of several thousand military personnel, 
seemed likely to prosper in the face of the inef- 
fective and dispirited countermeasures of the 
loyalists military. 


33. Thus the prospect at the time of US inter- 
vention clearly was one in which a movement in- 
creasingly under the influence of Castroites and 
other Communists was threatening to gain the as- 
cendancy in the Dominican Republic. 
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The Rebellion-Third Phase 30 April 


34. Following the arrival of the first US 
marines on the evening of 29 April and the subse- 
quent build-up of US forces over the next few 
days the rebels lost hope of a military victory. 

Their emphasis then shifted to propaganda and po- 
litical moves designed to discredit the US and 

to enhance their claim as the "constitutional" 
successors to Bosch. This activity culminated in 
the "election" on 4 May of Colonel Caamano as 
"President." Communist actions during this period 
displayed several tendencies. Some of the trained 
guerrilla fighters began to slip out Santo Domingo. 
Some were seen driving toward Santiago and others 
were reported moving out to points in the interior 
where they were said to be caching their arms and 
planning the initiation of guerrilla warfare at some 
more propitious time. Still others, including top 
PSPD leaders, were said to have gone into hiding in 
the capital. 


35. Other Communists remained active in the 
city inciting the people to continued resistance 
and provoking the sniping fire at US forces and 
buildings in the international safety zone. Al- 
though there is no hard information, it appears 
likely that some of these actions may have been 
intended to provoke US forces to take bloody 
reprisals that could then be exploited to inflame 
OAS and world opinion against the US. 


36. Still other leftist leaders remained 
close to the military leaders of the revolt, ad- 
vising on tactics and propaganda. For example, a 
usually reliable source reported subsequently that 
the resolution signed by the rebel "legislature" 
proclaiming the new government established by the 
rebels had actually been written on 3 May by 
Antonio Avelino Garcia, and two other lawyers. 
Avelino is a Communist member. 


37. Other sources have reported that APCJ 
leaders were energetic during this period in urg- 
ing Caamano to accept the presidency when he was 
at first reluctant. One report from an untested 
source claims that the Communists extracted a 
promise from Caamano under duress to consult with 
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them and follow their advice if the rebel cause 
should succeed. According to the source this prom- 
ise was made at a meeting attended around 1 May by 
six leading members of the PSPD and two ranking mem- 
bers of the APCJ. 


38. Although the pattern of Communist activity 

after the US intervention has shown various tendencies, 
as indicated above, the predominant tactic has been 
one of withdrawal from the center of the stage. 
Thus, the Communists apparently made no efforts to 
place any of their known leaders in Caamano's cabi- 
net, although some of the appointees have unsavory 
reputations. 


39. Concurrently, as the physical danger dimin- 
ished and as rebel prospects appeared to grow in the 
political phase, PRD leaders have returned to the 
rebel camp. For example, Francisco Martinez, who 
left the rebels on 27 April, rejoined the rebels in 
early May. Other PRD leaders, including Jose Pena 
Gomez, Maxione Lovaton and Jarge Yeara Hasser came 
back to the rebel camp on 4 and 5 May. 


40. As the Caamano government deals with the 
OAS Commission and seeks recognition abroad, there- 
fore, it presents to the world the picture of a 
moderate leftist regime dedicated to the fulfill- 
ment of a popular revolution--an image that is likely 
to have considerable appeal in many parties of Latin 
America. There may be only a few Communists in sight 
when negotiations with the OAS begin, but had it 
not been for the Communists' early role the rebels 
would not have won even the strong negotiating posi- 
tion they now hold. 
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7 May 1965 


Cuban Involvement in Dominican 
evolutionary Activ es 


1. Cuba's principal agency for promoting re- 
volutionary activities in Latin America, the General 
Directorate of Intelligence (DGI), was responsible 
for training many Dominican rebel leaders, and has 
for some time provided financial support to the 14 
June Political Party (APCJ) and the Dominican Popular 
Movement (MPD). The largest department in the DGI 
is the one responsible for directing Latin American 
guerrilla warfare activities. A DGI defector reports 
that the Dominican Republic has been the DGI's prin- 
cipal target for Cuban revolutionary activities in 
the Caribbean. The DGI officer who handles revolu- 
tionary operations for the Dominican Republic is 
Roberto Santiesteban Casanova who, poSing as a 
Cuban diplomat in the UN, engaged in espionage in 
the US and was arrested for this activity in 1962. 


2. Under the DGI's direction, a group of about 
25 guerrilla trainees sent by the APCJ completed 
Six months of training in Cuba in late 1963. Most 
of these trainees subsequently departed for the 
Dominican Republic and participated in the abortive 
pro-Castro guerrilla campaign which was initiated 
in late 1963. The DGI mounted a special operation 
called "flora" to support this guerrilla campaign. 
Its purpose was to supply the APCJ and the MPD with 
almost a quarter of a ton of weapons and about 300,000 
rounds of ammunition. 


3. This arms shipment was supposed to take 
place in late October 1963. The arms were to be 
transferred at sea from a Cuban navy launch to a 
Dominican vessel. However, a storm postponed the 
operation which was re-scheduled for December. 
This time a Cuban fishing boat was used. The arms 
were transferred at sea to the Dominican fishing 
vessel, the SCARLET WOMAN. Dominican authorities 
intercepted the shipment on 6 December 1963. Most 
of the materiel was captured and a number of ex- 
tremists were subsequently arrested. 


4. Most of the Communists and extremists who 
were arrested were deported in May 1964. Beginning 
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in October 1964, many of those who had been deported 
began to re-enter the Dominican Republic clandestinely. 
At least 45 had returned by late April 1965. Most 

of these had spent their exile time in Cuba receiving 
additional training in guerrilla warfare techniques. 


5. The Cuban intelligence defector has reported 
that in preparing for the insurrection now under- 
way in the Dominican Republic, the DGI for several 
years has been compiling information on Dominican 
armed forces order of battle and personality data 
concerning military leaders. The DGI has collected 
information on the structure and functions of the 
Dominican government, as well as on the leftist 
forces in the country and their potential for armed 
revolt. The DGI has also been interested in the 
degree of dissatisfaction among the Dominican people 
regarding the governments which succeeded Trujillo. 


6. In acquiring this invaluable information, 
the DGI has made use of a number of intelligence 
collection agents recruited from the Dominican 
Republic. -These agents in moSt cases are not con- 
nected with Dominican guerrilla warfare groups. 

One intelligence-gathering operation, known as 
"Tiburon," has a Single agent, Elpidio Ruiz, who 
received lengthy training in Cuba. He has been 
actively reporting from the Dominican Republic since 
August 1963. Ruiz' training included all the stand- 
ard intelligence techniques and also the specialized 
communications methods-—-secret writing, codes and 
ciphers, microfilm, and microdots. He is a member 
of the MPD but was forbidden by the DGI to become 
involved in purely guerrilla activities. His 
mission has been to report on Dominican military 
bases and the politico-military situation in the 
Dominican Republic. Javier "Pichi" Mella is another 
DGI intelligence-gathering operative still active 

in Santo Domingo. He was spotted on several occa- 
Sions during the present revolt conferring with 
Dominican rebel leaders 


7. Besides the support provided the Dominican 
rebels in the past few years by the DGI, Cuban 
propaganda media have been particularly active on 
behalf of the current Dominican revolt. Havana 
radio has broadcast distorted versions of the 
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Situation in the city of Santo Domingo in an effort 
to shore up the morale of the rebels and to de- 
moralize the loyalist forces. All propaganda media 
have shrilly denounced the US presence in the Domin- 
ican Republic as a "crime" and “flagrant aggression" 
whose sole purpose is to prevent the “constitutional 
forces" from winning. Fidel Castro's May Day speech 
was almost entirely devoted to praising the Domini- 
can rebels and blasting the US “intervention." 
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7 May 1965 


Communist Participation in the 


Dominican Rebellion 


1. Early in the present insurrection it became 
apparent that Dominican Communists and other extreme 
leftists were fully committed to the rebel effort. 
They soon began to accumulate arms and set up gar- 
risons in the downtown area of Santo Domingo. 


2. The following list contains the names and 
summary information on 83 Communists and extreme 
leftists who were all active participants in the 
Dominican rebellion. Many have had training in Cuba 
or in bloc countries, or have visited bloc countries. 


3. In the listing below the following: abbrevia- 
tions are used: PSPD (Communist Dominican Popular 
Socialist Party); APCJ (Fourteenth of June Political 
Group); MPD (Dominican Popular Movement); FED (Do- 
minican Student Federation); FRAGUA (Communist-—con- 
trolled Student Group). 


1. ABREU Fiallo, Fritz Antonio: Abreu is 
a member of the APCJ. On 23 September 1963 he left 
the Dominican Republic for Cuba (via Mexico, by 
ship) for possible onward travel to the Soviet Union. 
He returned to the Dominican Republic in October 
1964. On 2 May 1965 he had a radio station at his 
home which broadcast announcements to shoot Americans 
on sight. Arms and ammunition were stored there 
also. Abreu visited Cuba and the USSR between Sep- 
tember 1963-October 1964, 


2. ACOSTA Tejeda, Luiz: His party affilia- 
tion is unknown, but he is a professional agitator. 
Acosta was a member of a group that seized Radio 
Santo Domingo on 24 April and broadcast appeals to 
support the coup against the Reid government. 


3. ARMACH, Jose Estrella Jacobo: He is a 
lawyer, pro-communist, and a member of the MPD. As 
of 2 May 1965, his home was being used as a rebel 
arsenal; his brothers engaged in the collection and 
distribution of arms to civilian rebels. He is prob- 
ably a member of the MPD central committee. On 14 
December 1962 he departed for Havana. On 20 July 1963 
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Juan DUCQUDRAY, long-time leader of the PSPD-- Francisco Javier MELLA Pena, "Pichi" 
shown at a meeting with Premier Kosygin Cubon-trained intelligence agent in 
Santo Domingo. 


Rafael Leo TAVERAS Rosario, Dominican, 
received Guerrilla Warfare training 
in Cuba, 


Norge BOTELLO fuinandes, Dominican, Jaime DURAN Hernando, Dominican, 
recesved Guerilla Warfare Homing Member of the APIC, received Guerslla 
in Cuba ‘Warfare training in Cuba, 


he left the Dominican Republic for Cuba to attend 
the 26 of July celebrations in Havana. 


4. AVELINO Garcia, Ramon Andres: He has 
been in Cuba, and was active in the stree fighting 
in Santo Domingo. 


5. BERNARD Vasquez, Maximo: He is a former 
high-level member of the APCJ. His record as an 
active subversive goes back to 1962. Early this 
year plates and negatives for PSPD propaganda were 
being made in the printshop he owns. He was an 
APCJ liaison man with a subversive faction of the 
Dominican military in connection with the APCJ guer- 
rilla uprising in December 1963. 


6. BLANCO Genao, Moises: He is an APCJ 
member. Blanco was observed with a group of PSPD 
members at the National Palace on 25 April 1965. 


7.  BOTELLO Fernandez, Norge Williams: He 
is an APCJ leader and militant activist. In September 
1963, he left the Dominican Republic for Cuba where 
he took an intensive course in military training. 


8. BUJOSA Mieses, Benjamin: He is a PSPD 
member who waS active in the street fighting. 


9. CONDE, Sturla, Alfredo: He is a PSPD 
member who received training in Cuba in 1962. 


10. CONDE, Sturla, Amadeo: He is an APCJ 
member who haS been active in Subversive activities 
and other disorders at the University of Santo 
Domingo. He was one of the most active terrorists 
during the first few days of the revolution. 


11. CONDE Sturla, Pedro: He is a PSPD mem- 
ber and member of FRAGUA, a Communist-front student 
group at the University of Santo Domingo. 


12. CONTRERAS Perez, Lourdes: He is a leader 
of a Communist-front group in Santo Domingo. He was 
at a PSPD meeting in the National Palace on 25 April 
1965. 


13. CAPELL Bello, Jaime: He is a member of 
the APCJ. He was in Cuba in 1961-62. Capell later 
visited Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union, where 
he remained about 3 months. In December 1964 he 
visited Communist China. 
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14. CASSA Lagrano, Jose: He is a member of 
the APCJ. On 20 July I963 he Teft the Dominican 
Republic for Cuba to attend the 26th of July 1963 
celebrations in Havana. He is Cuban trained and was 
arrested by Dominican police in late 1963 for Con- 
munist~directed anti-government activities. 


15. CUELLO, Jose Israel: He is a student 
of engineering and editor of the newspaper published 
by FRAGUA. He holds membership in both the MPD and 
the PSPD. He received bloc training in 1964. 


16. DESCHAMPS Erickson, Miguel Angel: He 
is an MPD member who traveled to Cuba and bloc coun- 


tries in 1962 and 1963. He reportedly carried in- 

structions from PSPD leaders in Cuba to MPD leaders 
in the Dominican Republic in early 1963. DESCHAMPS 
was involved in the Cuban attempt to land arms and 

men in the Dominican Republic in late 1963. He has 
received guerrilla training in Cuba. 


17. DESPRADEL Roques, Fidelio: He is a 
founding member of the APCJ, and adheres to the 
Chinese Communist line. He received guerrilla train- 
ing in Cuba in 1963. He was a leader of the abortive 
APCJ uprising in December 1963, but was captured and 
deported to Europe in May 1964. He returned clandes- 
tinely to the Dominican Republic in October 1964, 

He received a large sum of money from the Chinese 
Communists while in Europe. He established a rebel 
garrison in a Santo Domingo house during the insur- 
rection, and is one of the top rebel leaders. 


18. DOMINGUEZ Guerrero, Asdrubel Ulises: 
He is head of propaganda for the PSPD and is also 
reported to be a leader of the FED. In 1962 he re- 
ceived $700 from the Cubans to finance FED acti- 
vities. In August 1962 he was a delegate from the 
FED to the Congress of the International Union of 
Students in Leningrad. He is a close associate of 
Cayetano RODRIGUEZ del Prado who participated in 
the Cuban attempt to land and cache arms in the 
Dominican Republic in December 1963. 


19. DORE C., Carlos: He is a member of the 
PSPD and an official of the FED. He has been seen 
preparing Molotov cocktails during the current rebel- 
lion, 


20. DUCOUDRAY Mansfield, Felix Servio, Jr.: 
He is one of the directors of the PSPD, and has been 


described as a member of an international brigade- 
type organization which would form the nucleus for 
action against Central American governments. Has 
lived in the Soviet Union and received indoctrination 
there. In 1960 he was in Cuba where he was employed 
by the New China News Agency (NCNA). While in 
Argentina in 1959, he had close contact with leaders 
of the Argentine Communist Party. In October 1960 
he went to China using a Cuban passport. In April 
1963 he returned to the Dominican Republic from 
Cuba. As of 3 May he was identified as one of the 
top leadership group of the rebel movement. 


21. DUCOUDRAY Mansfield, Juan: He is a 
long-time leader of the PSPD. In 1962, he was in 
Cuba working on the preparation of scripts for broad- 
casts by Havana radio beamed to the Dominican Republic. 
His foreign travel since 1957 includes the USSR, Com- 
munist China, Poland, and Cuba. He has had contact 
with the Soviet Embassy in Havana. Under his leader- 
Ship, the party has taken an aggressive and militant 
Stand in resisting the loyalist forces in the capital 
Since 27 April. As of 3 May he was one of the top 
leaders of the rebel movement. 


22. DURAN Hernando, Jaime: He is a high- 
level leader of the APCJ. He was arrested in Santo 
Domingo on 24 April, the first day of the insurrec- 
tion, but released on 26 April. Duran received guer- 
rilla warfare training in Cuba in 1964. He later 
went to the Soviet Union with several other trainees. 
He has been associated with the APCJ since 1961. 

In 1963 he held secret posts in the organization 
and is now on the group's provisional central execu- 
tive committee. He is a cousin of Colonel Migel 
Angel Hernando Ramirez the original leader of the 
army officers revolt against the Reid government. 


23. ERICKSON Alvarez, Tomas Parmenio: He 
is a member of the central committee of the MPD. 


He has visited Cuba on at least three occasions, in 
1961, 1962, and 1964. He received guerrilla warfare 
training during his 1964 visit. 


24. ESCOBAR Alfonseca, Manuel: He is a PSPD 
member. Escobar received bloc training in 1963. 
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25. ESTEVEZ Weber, Rafael: He is a PSPD 
member, probably a party central committee member. 
The PSPD central committee met in his home on the 
night of 27 April. 


26. EVANGELISTA Alejo, Rafael: He is a 
PSPD member who attended the PSPD meeting at the 
National Palace on 25 April 1965. 


27. |EVANGELISTA, Pedro Julio: He is a pro- 


PSPD leader who is exhorting the workers to support 


the rebel government. 


28, FELIX Rodriguez, Manuel Demostenes: 
He is a leader of an APCJ Sub-committee in Azua. 
He worked with Communists in Mexico, infiltrated 
arms during the regime of Bosch, and fought in the 
guerrilla uprising in late 1963. He was deported 
to France and from France went to Mexico where he 
worked with Mexican Communist party members. He 
later returned clandestinely to the Dominican Re- 
public where he became active in the APCJ. He is 
currently with the rebel forces in Ciudad Nueva. 


29, FLORENTINO Olivares, Hector Liqui: 
Florentino spoke at the Communist—-sponsored inter- 
national student meeting in Brazil in July 1963, and 


attended the Communist-front International Union of 
Students (IUS) conference in Prague in December 1964. 
He currently is in the streets of Santo Domingo with 
firearms. Florentino is a leader of FRAGUA. 


30. FRANCO Pichardo, Franklin Jose de Jesus: 
He is a member of the PSPD who is reported to have 
been trained in the Soviet Union. In 1963, he at- 
tended the 26th of July celebrations in Havana. In 
December 1964, he was reported to be studying in the 
Soviet Union, and in January 1965 he was in Czecho- 
slovakia. Franco unexpectedly returned to the Domini- 
can Republic on 1 February 1965. 


31. GARCIA Castillo, Edmundo: He is a PSPD 
member. On 2 May he made an anti-American speech to 
a crowd of 1,000 people in Parque Independencia, 
Santo Domingo. 


32. GARCIA, Porfirio ''Rabeche": He is a 
PSPD member who has been making Molotov cocktails. 
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33. GENAO Espaillat, Luis Bernardo: He is 
an APCJ leader who has long been advocating armed 
revolution. He participated in the guerrilla uprising 
in December 1963 and was subsequently arrested and 
deported. In June 1962, he arrived in Caracas from 
Havana. From 1963 until early 1965 he sent books to 
the Dominican Republic from Paris for use in APCJ 
training courses. 


34. GIRO Alacantara, Luis Felipe Valentin: 
He is a MPD leader who was in Cuba from September 
1963 to March 1964, 


35. GOMEZ, Facundo: He is a member of the 
PSPD. He was part owner of a boat which landed arms, 
ammunition and three leading MPD officials in the 
Dominican Republic from Cuba in late 1963 during 
guerrilla activities. He attended a meeting of Com- 
munist and other rebel leaders at the National Palace 
early in the rebellion. 


GOMEZ, PEREZ, Luis: He is a member of 
the PSPD Gat committee and formerly a member of 
the APCJ. Gomez is a lawyer who has studied in the 
USSR. He is known to have traveled to Cuba and 
Czechoslovakia for training. 


37. GONZALEZ Gonzalez, Manuel: He is a 
Spanish national, and a veteran of the Spanish Civil 
War, as well as a member of the PSPD central commit- 
tee. He is a military leader of the Communist forces 
under PSPD control in the present Santo Domingo re- 
volt. He appears to command the rebel '"frogmen" as 
well. He is reported to be a Cuban intelligence 
operative. On 26 April he was reported in charge 
of an arms depot at the corner of Pontes and Calle 
Sanchez, and issuing arms to civilians. He was 
among those attending the PSPD Central Committee 
meeting the night of 27 April. 


38. GUERRA Nouel, Jose Bienvenido: He is 
a member of a PSPD-controlled cultural group at the 
University of Santo Domingo. He was in Cuba for 
several months in 1963 where he received guerrilla 
training. He is also reported to be a member of 
APCJ. 


39. GUERRA Nouel, Diego Ramon: He and his 
brother Jose GUERRA Nouel are [eaders of the rebel 
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forces in charge of a key command post. In 1963 he 
was in Kingston, Jamaica, where he was in close touch 
with a member of the Cuban Consulate. Later that 
year he returned to Jamaica and while there lived 
with several Dominican Communists. 


40. GUTIERREZ, Felix Euclides: He is a pro- 
communist attorney who was defense lawyer for the 
guerrillas captured in December 1963, On 2 May he 
was observed issuing orders in the rebel stronghold 
of Ciudad Nueva. 


41. HERNANDEZ Vargas, Hector Homero: He is 
an APCJ member who recently returned to the Dominican 
Republic clandestinely from Paris where he had been 
in exile since his deportation in May 1964 for partic- 
ipation in the guerrilla movement of late 1963. 
Hernandez received guerrilla training in Cuba in late 
1964. He is believed to be head of the APCJ travel 
committee which arranges for the clandestine return 
of APCJ exiles to the Dominican Republic. He was 
reliably reported in late March 1965 to be preparing 
the people for an armed struggle, and also working 
with other APCJ experts in the psycological warfare 
field. 


42. HOUELLEMONT Roques, Eduardo "Piti'': He 
is a professional student agitator and a known admirer 
of Fidel Castro. He was in Cuba in 1963. He is an 
APCJ member, and may also be a member of the PSPD. 

He was among the civilian mob which seized the offices 
of the anti-Bosch newspaper Prensa Libre on 25 April, 
accompanied by Antonio Isa Conde, a PSPD leader, and 
Nicolas Pichardo Viciosos, APCJ member. 


43. ISA CONDE, Antonio Emilio Jose: He is 
a PSPD member who has been seen handling party fly- 
sheets urging the people to fight to defend "workers' 
rights." He is a member of the PSPD-APCJ group that 
seized control of the plant of the newspaper Prensa 
Libre on 25 April. He is a pro-Castro student lTeader 
and agitator, and a member of the PSPD. He attended 
the 26 July celebrations in Havana in 1963 and re- 
ceived guerrilla warfare training in Cuba the same 
year. He received financial assistance from the 
Czechs in Prague later in 1963, and was reported to 
be in Moscow in August 1963. He was a member of 
the PSPD group armed with Molotov cocktails at 
National Palace the night Reid resigned from office. 
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As of 3 May he was identified as one of the top 
leaders of the rebel movement. 


44. ISA Conde, Narciso: He is a brother 
of Antonio, and a PSPD leader. He was among the 
armed PSPD group at the Parque Independencia on 25 
April, and later that day at the National Palace 
when Reid was forced from office. On 26 April he 
was identified as one of the armed PSPD members 
roaming the streets, and was among those who seized 
the plant of the newspaper Prensa Libre. 


45. JOHNSON Pimentel, Buenaventura: He is 
a leading member of the PSPD and a member of the 
party's central committee. He is also reported to 
be a member of the APCJ. His house is reportedly 
being used as a station for receiving clandestine 
messages from Havana. His house in Santo Domingo 
is being used as a rebel arsenal. Molotov cocktails 
are stored there and machineguns are mounted on the 
roof. On 1 May, 50 members of the PSPD, APCJ and 
MPD met at his house; this group probably constitued 
the Communist's high command among the rebels. 


46. LAJARA Gonzalez, Alejandro: He is an 


APCJ member, and was named “sub-director of intel- 
ligence" by the rebels; his father was appointed 
Director. Lajara was supplying arms to the PSPD 
during the morning of 27 April. 


47, LICAIRAC Diaz, Alexis: He is a member 
of the youth Section of the APCS and a student at 
the University of Santo Domingo. He was a delegate 
to the Communist-dominated Latin American Youth Con- 
gress held in Santiago, Chile, in March 1964. 


48. LORA Iglesias, Josefina: She is a 
female doctor and leader of the APCJ in Santiago, 
as well as a member of FRAGUA. In October 1964 
she was reported taking a course in political train- 
ing in Havana. She participated in guerrilla activ- 
ities in the Dominican Republic in late 1963 and 
was subsequently deported to Europe. She returned 
to the Dominican Republic in March 1965. 


49. LORA Vicente, Silvano: He is a member 
of the PSPD, and received guerrilla warfare train- 
ing in Cuba from late 1963 to early 1964. Lora 
visited Algeria and Moscow in 1964. On 2 May he 
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was identified among the rebel forces where he was 
observed leading a group of PSPD members to collect 
ammunition for distribution among the armed civilians. 


50. MACARRULLA Reyes, Lisandro Antonio: He 


was one of the organizers of the APCJ cells in the 
Ozama section of Santo Domingo. He was taking a 
course in Marxism-Leninism in Havana in June 1962. 


51. MALDONADO Belkys: He is a member of the 
PSPD. 


52. MATOS Rivera, Juan Jose: He is an APCJ 
member who traveled to Cuba in 1962 and also attended 
the 26 July celebration in Havana in 1963. He partic~ 
ipated in the APCJ guerrilla uprising in late 1963. 

He was deported to Europe in 1963, and returned 
clandestinely to the Dominican Republic in January 
1965. 


53. MEJIA Lluberes, Rafael de la Altagracia 
"Baby": He is the secretary of youth 
affairs of the APCJ. He received two months of 
political indoctrination and guerrilla warfare train- 
ing in Cuba in 1963. He returned clandestinely to 
the Dominican Republic in January 1964, 


54. MELLA Pena, Francisco Javier "Pichi": 
He is a member of the APCJ, and a Known Cuban intel- 
ligence agent in Santo Domingo. He received train- 
ing in Cuba as a "frogman" for an unknown mission 


in the Dominican Republic. . 


55. MERCEDES Batista, Diomedes: He is a 
PSPD member who traveled to Cuba in July 1963. He 
attended the Communist~dominated Second Latin America 
Youth Congress in Chile in March 1964, 


56. MIR Valentine, Pedro Julio: He is a 
central committee member of the PSPD and a close 
personal friend of Fidel Castro. He was a frequent 
traveler to Cuba from 1961 through 1963. He traveled 
to Moscow in 1959. MIR brought large amounts of 
funds to the Dominican Republic from Cuba and the 
bloc in 1963. In 1961 he was sponsoring a daily 
radio program originating in Cuba and beamed to the 
Dominican Republic. 


57, MONTAS Gonzalez, Luis Adolfo: He is a 


member of the central committee and political commit- 
tee of the APCJ. He was a delegate to the Communist-— 
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dominated Latin American Youth Congress held in 
Santiago, Chile, in March 1964. He has also occupied 
official positions in the FED. 


58. del ORBE, Henry Wilson: He is a PSPD 
member who received guerrilla warfare training in 
Cuba in 1963. He had previously lived 13 years in 
Cuba, and has traveled to the USSR. 


59. ORTIZ Desangles, Manuel: He is a member 
of the PSPD who has been captured and is a prisoner 
at the San Isidro Air Base. 


60. ORTIZ de Ferran, Arsenio: He is a French- 
born Dominican who has used a Cuban passport and during 


1962 was in touch with the Cuban Ambassador in Paris. 


61. OZUNA Hernandez, Daniel: He is a pro- 
minent APCJ leader, and was a leader in the 1963 APCJ 
guerrilla fighting. He is well-trained in the use 
of arms and has given instructions to APCJ members 
on the familiarization of weapons. He has been 
captured by loyalist forces. 


62. PAGAN Perdomo, Dato: He is a long-time 
Communist. Pagan's subversive activities date back 
to 1946. He received training in the USSR in 1962, 
He was involved in the abortive Cuban invasion of 
the Dominican Republic in 1959. 


63. PEREZ Mencia, Ignacio: He is a PSPD 
member who has been a maker of Molotov cocktails. 


64. PEREZ y Perez, Milvio: He is a PSPD 
leader who owns a bookstore Specializing in Communist 
literature in Santo Domingo. He has been observed 
distributing arms and Molotov cocktails to the ci- 
vilians. 
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65, PICHARDO Vicioso, Nicolas: Pichardo 
is an officer of a Communist-front group in Santo 
Domingo. He has been observed distributing Molotov 
cocktails to the insurgents. In September 1964 he 
was in charge of publishing propaganda pamphlets 
for the "Espartace" cell of the PSPD. 


66. PINEDO Majia, Ramon Agustin: He is an 
MPD leader who traveled from Czechoslovakia to Cuba in 
1962. He was involved in the APCJ guerrilla activi- 
ties in the Dominican Republic in late 1963. 


67. REYES, Luis: He is a pro-Castro student 


leader, 


68. RICART Ricart, Gustavo Federico: He is 
an MPD central committee member. Ricart was in Cuba 
in 1962 ~- 1963, and brought back approximately 
$50,000 to fund MPD activities. 


69. ROA del Rosario, Ubaldo: He is a PSPD 
Sympathizer., 


70. RODRIGUEZ Acosta, Jose Francisco: He 
is a member of the PSPD central committee. He went 
to Cuba in September 1962. He is known to have been 
in Prague prior to February 1963, and has also been 
in the Soviet Union. 


71. RODRIGUEZ del Prado, Carlos: He is a 
PSPD member and a Cousin Of Cayetano RODRIGUEZ del 
Prado, one of the principal leaders of the MPD. 


72. RODRIGUEZ del Prado, Cayetano: He is 
a member of the MPD central committee and secretary 
of propaganda. He was a participant in the Cuban 
attempt to cache arms and ammunition as well as 
infiltrate three top level MPD members into the 
Dominican Republic during the APCJ guerrilla up- 
rising in late 1963. He was deported from the 
Dominican Republic in May 1964. Rodriguez once 
wrote a document outlining the methods which the 
MPD could employ to effect a take-over of Dominican 
students in the Chinese manner, He was arrested 
early in rebellion, but released on 25 April. 


73. ROMAN Diaz, Juan Miguel: He is a mem- 
ber of the APCJ central committee, Roman participated 
in the APCJ guerrilla uprising in the Dominican 
Republic in late 1963. He deported in May 1964 to 
Lisbon, Portugal. In November 1964 he was in Algeria 
where the APCJ had sent him to learn about the re- 
volutionary tactics employed in the Algerian revolu- 
tion. He returned clandestinely to the Dominican 
Republic in January 1965. He is considered to be 
one of the top rebel leaders. 


74. de la ROSA Cano, Jesus: He is a long- 
time Communist and former ensign in the Dominican 
Navy. On 25 April 1965 he was inciting crowds to 
burn and destroy as their contribution to the insur- 
rection. He intends to write a high-school philosophy 
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book for the Ministry of Education which he says will 
put the students on the road to Communisn. 


75. SANTAMARIA Demorizi, Miguel Angel: He 
is a known Communist and agitator. He has been in- 
volved in Dominican subversive activities since at 
least 1961. In 1963 he was in charge of making hand 
grenades for Communist groups. He has been deported 
from both the Dominican Republic and France. He re- 
turned to the Dominican Republic in late 1963 from 
Venezuela, 


76. SOSA Valerio, Ariosto: He is a PSPD 


member. 


77. SOTO Grulion de Villalona, Delta Bohemia: 
She is a PSPD member whose husband, Rafael VILLALONA, 
is currently in the USSR. 


78. TAVAREZ Justo, Emma: TAVAREZ is the 
sister of the late Manuel TAVAREZ Justo, leader of 
the APCJ insurrection in the Dominican Republic in 
late 1963. She is presently a leader of the APCJ. 


79. TAVERAS Rosario, Rafael Francisco "Fafa: 
He is a member of central executive committee of APCJ. 
Taveras received guerrilla warfare training in Cuba 
in late 1963 and early 1964. He returned to the 
Dominican Republic from Cuba in December 1964. 


80. TOLENTINO Dipp, Hugo: He has received 
guerrilla training in several Soviet bloc countries. 
He is the PSPD chief of a Cuban-trained Dominican 
guerrilla unit. He was deported in February 1962 
and later returned clandestinely to the Dominican 
Republic. He has been one of the top leaders of 
the rebel movement. 


81. VALDEZ Conde, Nicolas Quirico: He was 
a member of the executive body of the PSPD in July 
1959. Valdez was employed in Cuba as a Russian inter- 
preter for Fidel Castro in June 1963. He lived in 
Moscow for three years, 


82. de VARGAS, Marcos: He is a pro-Com- 
munist labor leader. 


83. VICIOSO Gonzalez, Abelardo Sergio: He 
is a member of the PSPD who has been active in student 
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affairs. In late 1960 he was preparing to travel 
with other Dominican Communists from Cuba to Communist 
China. He attended a student congress in Cuba in 
August 1961, and then went to Czechoslovakia for 
another student meeting. He took a three week course 
in Prague after the student congress and then went 

to Moscow to attend the 22nd Congress of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union as an observer. He re- 
mained in the Soviet Union for three months after 

the congress ended. He spent seven months in Cuba 

in 1960. He and his brother were in Cuba in 1962. 

He was in Cuba again in 1963. 
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OCI No. 1502/65 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Office of Current Intelligence 
2 May 1965 


DECLASSIFIED 


INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM 
Fidel Castro May Day Speech 
and the Dominican Republic 


1. Fidel Castro's speech was largely devoted to 
a ringing denunciation of the US action in the Dominican — 
Republic, and was aimed at his wider hemisphere audience. 
Asserting that "it is necessary that world opinion be 
mobilized," Castro emphasized themes calculated to 
strike responsive chords in Latin America. In effect, 
Castro said that the only difference between what the 
US is doing in the Dominican Republic and what it has 
long been doing against Cuba is'that "the perfidy of 
US policy has now become more obvious." Despite these 
fulminations, Castro made no offers or promises of 
concrete assistance to the rebels. 


2. Playing on traditional Latin American pre- 
occupation with the principles of non-intervention, 
constitutionalism, and international law, Castro asked 
what security, guarantees, and legality now exist for 
any small country in the face of Washington's return 
to "gunboat diplomacy?" Castro declared those Latin 
American governments that believed in the Good Neighbor 
Policy and now believe in the Alliance For Progress, 
"that believed invasions by Marines had been left very 
far back in history" now see that these are not so. 

The Cuban leader asserted that "what is being discussed 
here is the independence and sovereignty of the peoples 
of this continent," the right of peoples to their own 
"“constitutionalist movement," not Communism. Is Juan 
Bosch a Communist?, Castro asked. 


3. Continuing in this same vein, Castro said that 
the other Latin American governments must face the 
problem of accepting or rejecting the "right of the 
US to send its Marines whenever it wants to into any 
country of Latin America." "Today," he said, "Americans 
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can know who really intervenes in the internal affairs 
of the other countries, who really injures the sov- 
ereignty of the other nations." The other governments 
in Latin America are now "harvesting the bitter fruits" 
of their "complicity with imperialism against Cuba," 
according to Castro. 


4. Looking ahead to tomorrow's scheduled UN 
Security Council meeting, Castro asserted that "the 
cause of the Dominican people" will have not only 
the support of the socialist camp, but of all non- 
aligned countries “who will be unable to remain in- 
different to the criminal deeds of the US." Tying 
the Dominican situation to Vietnam, Castro said that 
the socialist countries must "convince the imperialists 
that they are really playing with fire. We believe 
the imperialists' backbone must be broken somewhere." 


_ DECLASSIFIED 


Authority ai Ee 
RE-__, NARS, scm La 
STATEMENT OF CYRUS R. VANCE 
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
BEFORE THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
JULY 14, 1965 


\ ; . & 
Mr. Chairman and Members of me Committee: 
Today} I-would like to explain the mbiaey operations under» _ 
taken in recent weeks in the Dominican Republic, 


nce tee 


oa Santo Dominga: a city of 460, 000 persong, is located on the a ; 
west bank of the Ozama River. The palace, the traditional seat of | 
the Dominican Government, is located aawarewn, and most of the’ 
_embassies, including the U.S. Embassy, eas about one mile west : ; : : 


' of the palace. American forces were used in the Dominican 


- Republic primarily in the area for the port of Haina, 7 miles west. 
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of Santo. Domingo, within the densely populated city of Santo 


nage ae 


Domingo itself, and eastward for about 8 miles to the San Isidro 
airfield. The map attached to my statement gives the general 
picture of the distribution of U.S. forces at the peak of their 
deployment on May 17, 1965. | 
The insurrection in Santo Domingo against the government | 


of Donald Reid Cabral began on Saturday, April 24, with rioting 


-. 


and demonstrations in the streets of downtown Santo Domingo. 


~ 


On April 25, Donald Reid Cabral resigned, and Rafael Molina 


¢ 
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‘Urena was named as Provisional President by Rebel iedderas 

Rioting continued throughout the day. 
During the next few days, the situation became 

increasingly chaotic. On April,26, the Regular veces bombed | 
Rebel-held-territory in Santo Domingo. Molina took refuge in the 
Colombian Embassy. The situation continued to deteriorate 

; rapidly. Other early leaders of the Rebel movement began to 
seek refuge in foreign embassies. Extremist groups moved quickly 7 na 
to the ranks of the Rebels. Communist agitation played an increas- ae 


ing role in the Rebel movement and assisted in collecting arms, 


_ organizing forces, and setting up strong points in Santo Domingo, : : iS - 


As the Rebels gained control of more arms and ammunition, 
nase of civilians were given weapons. 
Deployment of U.S. Forces 

The deployment of U.S. Forces paralleled these evénts. 
On April 24, the Caribbean Ready Amphibious Squadron, with its 
1,830 Marines, was directed to eee to and stand off the Dominican 
coast. On April 26, two Army battalions of the 82d Airborne Divi- 
sion were alerted, On April 27, the Marine amphibious squadron 
was ordered to begin the evacuation of U.S. and other foreign 


nationals. On that day 1, 176 Americans and other foreign nationals 


| 
. were evacuated through the port of Haina. On April 28, the 
y . 
situation had:so deteriorated that Ambassador Bennett requested - 
the landing of Marines to protect the evacuation operations and 
a men, 2 
reinforce the Embassy guard. In response, 500 Marines were 


sent ashore .to protect the evacuation operation and reinforce the . . 
9 


Embassy guard, . 


On April 29, the Ambassador requested that the 
Mi ji 
remainder of the,Marine units (1,500) and the two Army battalions ~~ 


. (1800) be moved into the Dominican Republic to protect American .” 


lives. On April 29, the 1,500 Marines landed and established 
_ positions around the Ambassador Hotel, which was the assembly ; 7 
point for evacuees, and secured the road to the port of Haina, | 
On April 30, in che early morning, the 1,800 Army troops landed 
at the San Isidro airfield. | | 
A cease-fire agreement, sponsored by the Committee of 

the Organization of American States, was signed at 5:30 p,m. on 
April 30, by representatives of the Rebel forces and the forces 

of the three-man military junta. U.S. Ambassador Bennett, 

U.S. Army Major General York and the Papal Nuncio to the 
Dominican Republic, who helped bring about the cease-fire, also 
signed the agreement as an indication of their good offices. 
Despite the signing of the cease-fire agreement, Se ciwaie but 
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frequent sniping at U.S. troops continued from the Rebel-held 
area. Within about 48 hours, 4 soldiers and Marines were killed 
and 41 wounded. A Rebel shortwave transmitter broadcast instruc- 


tions to shoot Americans on sight. Thus, the danger to American - 


a 
lives continued;'and with the Rebels in control of Radio Santo 


Domingo -- the only effective communication with the rest of the 
island -- the danger of chaos and anarchy throughout the island 


increased, with its accompanying danger to American and other 


lives and property. 


~ 


Accordingly, 400 Army troops were landed late on May 1 
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at San Isidro, about 8 miles east of Santo Domingo. 1,600 more 


nt 
om Eas 


Army troops arrived eaxly on May 2. They secured the San Isidro 
Airfield,: the Duarte Bridge at the east entrance of Santo Domingo, 
and part of the east bank of the Ozama River on the eastern side 
of Santo Domingo. ; 
Also, on May 1, an International Safety Zone was 
established within Santo Domingo, eae to a resolution of the 
Organization of American States, to protect anyone, including 
Dominicans, who wished such refuge. The International Safety 


Zone, encompasses an area of about three square miles, and is 


located in the southwestern portion of the city. It is bordered 
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and on the south by the sea. It contains most of the embassies 


‘ 


_and the Ambassador Hotel. U.S. forces were given responsibility - 
for establishing and maintaining the zone. By the end of May 3,_. 


_' about 1,700 more Army troops and 1,000 Marines were landed 
x 
at San Isidro and Haina to reinforce and hold the International 


Safety Zone and to secure the Duarte Bridge and the road to the 
San Isidro airfield. 


Deployment of U.S. forces continued on May 3, 4 and 5, 


with supporting elements arriving until May 17, By May 17, 


BY 


there were approximately 21,900 U.S, Armed Forces personnel . - ee ae 


on the island; 6,000 Marines, 14,900 Army, and 1, 000 Air Force. | tte 
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-An additional force of 2,000 Marines was deployed off shore to 


Somes 


meet unexpected contingencies. 


oe ee. 


The Need For Such Forces 
To appreciate the need for this sized force, two major 
factors must be considered: the missions of the force, and the 
geographical location and population density of the areas in which 
they were required to perform those missions. It should be borne 
in mind that the missions I am about to describe were carried out 
in the framework of the political objectives described to you by 


Secretary Mann, 


‘ 


ce te oe 
att tt 
Sect? el 


The initial mission of the U.S. forces was to evacuate 
U.S. nationals whose lives were in danger. The mission was 
also immediately expanded to include the evacuation of other. : 
foreign nationals and the reinforcement of the U.S. Embassy 


guard which was under attack by Rebel snipers. Marines were 


required to insure the safety of the evacuees from the assembly — 


point at the Ambassador Hotel on the western edge of Santo 
Domingo to the port of Haina 7 miles away. The next mission 
assigned was the establishment of the International Safety 


Zone. Establishment and maintenance of this zone, together 


with the need to assure the safe movement of people and supplies. 


over the 7 miles of road from Santo Domingo to the landing, - . 
Pasiay. and evacuation point at the port of Haina, required 
approximately 6, 000 Marines. 

| ‘The missions of the Army troops were also to protect 

' the lives of Americans and other foreign nationals and to help 
restore law and order. In addition, the Army was sasnane the 
mission of establishing a safe corridor from the San Isidro 
airfield to the International Safety Zone, thus protecting the vital 
lifeline of medicing, food, and other essential supplies from San 


Isidro to Santo Domingo. In addition, the corridor provided a 
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safe route for evacuees from San Isidro airfield, 


4,416 Army troops were required to secure the eastern 
\ . 
bank of the Ozama River, including the Duarte Bridge, and the 8 


mile road fetus San Isidro airfield to Santo Domingo on a 24-hour 
a day basis. Another 4, 416 eae iene required to secure the | 
| airfield at San Isidro, and to remain available to restore law 
and order, on behalf of the Organization of American States, | 


é ; 
throughout the remainder of the country in the event violence 


should spread outside the city. An additional 1,809 Army and 
Air Force personnel were required to support the intensive 


air operations at San Isidro airfield and to provide the other 


services needed to maintain our forces in the Dominican Republic. — 


‘4, 416 additional men were required to establish and . 


einen the two-mile corridor from the Duarte Bridge to the } 
International Safety Zone. This corridor, 4 blocks wide, ran 
through a densely populated section of the city. Eventually this 
; s corridor became (as it now is) the line separating the opposing 
Rebel and Regular forces, and the key to the maintenance of the 
cease-fire, 
U.S, Army troops in this portion of the corridor not 


only performed the missions of protecting the lifeline from San 
3 a 


~ 


Isidro and separating the opposing Dominican forces, but also 
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searched all traffic crossing the corridor to prevent the passage of 


army and ammunition from one side to the other. The corridor 
also serves as a route for the transport of food, supplies, and 


' medicine to the International Safety Zone and the rest of Santo 


e 


Domingo. _ 


“ 


The Inter-American Peace Force 


On May 8, the Council of the Organization of the American . 
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States authorized the establishment of an Inter-American Peace. ‘ 
Force for the Dominican Republic. Subsequently, the forces of 
Latin American countries joined U.S, forces in Santo Domingo. On 
_ May 13, Honduras ordered 250 men and Costa Rica 2] to the 
Dominican Republic. On May 14, Nicaragua ordered 159 men 
‘and on May 23, Brazil ordered 1,129. On that same date, an Act 
formally establishing the Inter-American Peace Force was signed 
in Santo Domingo and General Hugo Panasco Alvim of the Brazilian’ 
| Rena was designated Commander, with Lieutenant General Bruce 
Palmer of the United States Army As Deputy Commander. On _ 
- June 22, Paraguay ordered 180 men to the Dominican Republic, 
All of these Latin American units are now deployed in the 
Dominican Republic, along with the remaining United States 
units, a6 Sienients of the iniesecAmebican Peace Force, 


Supporting naval and aix forces are provided by, 
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and under the control of, the Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Atlantic Com- 
mand, 


Under the Act signed on May 23, the mission of the Inter-~ 


American Peace Force is as follews: 


. '~Phis Force, pursuant to the Resolution of. 
May 6, will have as its sole purpose, in a spirit of 
democratic impartiality, that of cooperating in the 
restoration of normal conditions in the Dominican 
Republic, in maintaining the security of its inhabitants 
and the inviolability of human rights, and in the ‘. 
establishment of an atmosphere of peace and concilia- 
tion that will permit the functioning of democratic 
institutions, '' 


Latin American and U.S. relationships within the Inter~ 
American Peace Force have been excellent throughout the execution — 
of the combined operation. | 

Withdrawal of U.S. Forces 

With the arrival of the Inter-American Peace Force 
contingent from Brazil and the continued improvement of conditions 
in the Dominican Republic, it became possible to reduce the number 


of U,S. troops in the Dominican Republic. Through the end of June, 


forces were withdrawn as shown below. 
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Personnel Ashore* 
Withdrawn Remaining 


May 17 21,900 
May 18-24 500 Army : 21,400 
May 25-31 1,500 Army 
‘: 200 Air Force | 

100 Marines 19,600 © 
June 1-6 600 Army ~ 

200 Air Force 

5,800 Marines 13,000 

June 7-24 400 Army 

100 Air Force 

100 Marines 12,400 


*The 2,000 Marines afloat off the shore of the Dominican 
Republic were withdrawn on May 27. 


On July 4, the President announced the planned withdrawal of 
an additional 1,400 Army forces. When these forces are withdrawn, 
we will have approximately ‘11, 000 U.S. personnel in the Dominican 
Republic. 

It is hard to conceive of more complex military tasks than 
those of our military men in the Dominican Republic. These 
tasks were carried out in a strange land, under fire, in the midst 
of heated and conflicting passions, and largely in a city where 


women and children resided and were trying to go ahead with the 


daily chores of living. I can state from personal observation that 


our forces have performed magnificently. In addition to the 
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commendable restraint and valor which they exhibited under 
‘fire, I believe wa should underscore certain special accomplishments: 

1. Our forces safely evacuated several thousand <‘ 
persons from 46 countries without the loss of a single 
civilian life. 

\ 

2. The action of our troops prevented the killing 
of hundreds of innocent Dominicans caught between the 
conflicting Dominican forces. . 

3. With the advice wae assistance of other agencies, 
our forces distributed 1,781 tons of food and 45 tons of | 
medicine and medical supplies to the Dominican people. | 
4. American military personnel have established - 
and manned two hospitals which have to date treated some 
43,000 patients. 

Finally, the first Inter-American Peace Force has been 
established in which U.S. and other Américan troops were joined 


under a Brazilian commander to protect the lives and preserve the | 


freedom of the people of a sister Republic. 


I shall be happy to answer any questions the Committee 


may have. 


May 4, 1965 


Political Problems 


The first priority should be to reorganize, unify 
and strengthen armed forces and police. 
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The program recommended by Bennett is: 


a) Retire the "Old Guard Generals" 


i 


(Vinas, Hermida, Hungria, Garcia, Montas, 
Luna, Rib, Betanzes). 
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b) Encourage Wessin's retirement. 


c) Keep Rivera Cuesta on as Chief of Staff 
of Army. 


d) Keep De La Santos in as head of Air 
Force, 


e) Rivero Caminero would make best 
Secretary of State for Armed Forces. 


£) Jimenez Amiama for Navy Chief of 
Staff. 
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g) Abolish fourth military arm and 
send tanks to the Army. 


h) Establish military academy for all 
three branches of armed forces. 


i) Police? 


Second, Parallel with this, attempt reach agreement 
on provisional government committed to hold free elece- 
tions as soon as situation is stabilized and passions 
have died down. We might have a target date of 12 to 18 
months from the time provisional government takes over 


ay 


but should not tie hands of provisional government on this. 


Originally, I had thought of expanding present Junta. 
With the rise of Caamano and the additional confusion this 
introduces, probably this will no longer be feasible. In~« 
stead we might try for a three man civilian junta which 
might include one of the better elements in the Bosch PRD 
group (Molina Urena appears to be Bosch's first selection 
but is weak). Somebody could be selected from the Balaguer 
group. And the third, the Chairman of the Junta, could be 
the most respected apolitical personality available, hope-= 
fully a person of convictions and courage and some sense of 
how to govern. 


It would be essential to get agreement of Armed Forces 
to foregoing. 


Third. As soon as the national provisional and 
provincial governments are functioning, Bennett has recommended 
we: 


a) Channel relief supplies through them. (The 
relief program is, of course, already started) 


b) Make funds available for emergency work 
programs, under municipal and provincial govern- 
ment direction or through existing local develop~ 
ment associations. 


c) Finance large-scale work on roads and other 
local development activities with the idea of giving 
employment. 


Examine with AID problem of recruitment of 
additional AID personnel. 


d) Finance back wages due for public works 
projects under Department of Public Works. 


Some workers had gone for ten weeks without 
pay. 


Fourth. Assuming OAS agreeable, maintaiu vu.J presence 
for several weeks. 


Fifth. Decision on question of whether we should not 
offer protection to all leaders on both sides inside inter-~ 
national safety zone or, at their election, in foreign 
Embassies. 


Sixth. Decision on OAS commission idea of drafting new 
cease fire agreement containing details on delineation of 
zones occupied by San Isidro, Caamano and US Forces. This 
would include obligation not to alter status of zone without 
OAS Commission concurrence. It seems to me we could agree == 
given our present military position ~~ not to enlarge our 
zone provided an effective cease fire and tranquility prevailed. 
I think there are considerable advantages to us in enlarging 
the powers of the Commission, provided we could reach agree= 
ment in detail on what those powers would be and provided 
they did not conflict with our political objectives. 


I gather Bennett would be somewhat opposed to this. 


Seventh. We have information that Venezuela, which 
originally did not wish to be on the Commission, now wishes 
to be included in a Commission with enlarged terms of 
reference, Assuming that the terms of reference do not tie 
our hands, we should agree to this and do a reconsideration 
of the constitution of the Commission, 


Eight. If we are to obtain the widespread support in 
Latin America, we should shift from emphasizing the danger 
of a communist take-over in those terms and begin to talk 
about our purpose of preserving a situation that the OAS 
could address itself effectively to the problem of making 
it possible for the Dominican people to express their choice 
and exercise their right of self-determination without oute 
side intervention. . 

Nine. We should try to get the OAS Commission to return 
to Washington as soon as possible and report to the Meeting 
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of Foreign Ministers. We should decide later this afternoon, 
depending on Ellsworth Bunker's soundings, whether we should 
press to a vote the resolution for an Inter-American force. 
We may wish to consider in this connection, even though we 
have a bare 2/3 majority whether it will be better to wait 
until after the Commission reports to see whether we cannot 
achieve agreement on a broad political base which should 
facilitate the military problem. 
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“SEGREP 
EXDIS - May 6, 1965 


Bundy Committee Meeting 
‘SANITIZED 

Action Memorandum Authority 27S C Ge. P-02/-2G 

By LAs _, Kans, vac O- 73-76 


1. Our most urgent problem at the present is to obtain a 
third OAS resolution which will accomplish one or more. 
of the following: (a) provide for the cxpan- 
sion and restructuring of the OAS Commission making it 
possible to bring in Betancourt, Figueres, Lleras Camargo 
and Munoz Marin; (b) broaden the powers of the Commission 
to advise the provisional government eventually established 
in the Dominican Republic/S2reh can obtain general recog- 
nition);(c) authorize OAS supervision of the elections 
that will be held in due course; (d) give the OAS. Commis- 
sion sufficient authority for it to play an effective 
part in rounding up and exiling communist elements in 
the Dominican Republic; (e) provide the Commission with 
the stature and authority necessary for it to exercise 
great influence in the composition of the interim Dominican 
governing body that eventually emerges. 
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Action: COAS - Ambassador Bunker; State - Mr. Mann and 
Mr. Vaughn. 


’ Take every action to thwart the Caamano group in its 
current efforts to establish its legitimacy as a govern- 
ment and gain recognition from individual nations of the 
world and international bodies. 
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Action: COAS.-: Ambassador Bunker; IO - Mr. Cleveland 
and Ambassador Stevenson; State - Mr. Mann and 


Mr. Vaughn (supported by the Adams Committee 
and Mr. Meeker). . 


Generate pressures by Latin American leaders designed to 
bring Betancourt, Figueres, Lleras Camargo, and Munoz 
Marin actively into the Dominican picture either under 

- the umbrella of an OAS resolution or otherwise. 


Action: State - Mr. Mann and Mr. Vaughn; White House - 
Mr. Bundy. 
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4, Provide JCIF and Ambassador Bennett with guidance on 
the composition, working relationships and authority 
of the commanders of the various forces that will be 
committed to the Dominican peace-keeping exercise. It 
was agreed that Ambassador Bennett would coordinate the 
execution of this action in the Dominican Republic. It 
will be coordinated with Bill Sanders at the OAS. 


Action: DOD - Mr. McNaughton (supported by Mr. Foreman); 
State - Mr. Crockett (supported by L/ARA and 
Mr. Jackson of I0); COAS - Ambassador Bunker. 


The present junta, even if reconstituted and enlarged 
as a result of the Embassy's present efforts, must be 
viewed as only an interim grouping at best. A stronger 
and more broadly based junta that can command general 
popular support must be formed at the earliest possible 
date. We must keep the extremists out of this junta. 
It would be ddvantageous to have moderate leftists. (not, 
. under Bosch's domination) in the junta. | 


“ge. 


Bet 


ae ce edly ot 


Action: Ambassador Bunker. 
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| “thinking about withdrawing 
some ot the~iarge U.S. force already in the Dominican 
Republic. Mr. McNamara felt we could remove one battalion 
almost immediately without endangering our ability to - 
control the situation. A second battalion might be with 
drawn 2s soon as Latin American forces have been committed 
and are on the scene. Ambassador Bunker felt that an 
initiative by us to withdraw a battalion shortly would 
be most helpful in connection with our maneuvering in the . 
OAS. ‘There was general agreement with this. Plans for 
the withdrawal of these two battalions in this time frame 
will be developed. 
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Action: Mr. Vance, 


7. The current initiative by Ambassador Bennett and 
John Martin to restructure and improve the image of 
the present junta was discussed. [It was generally 
agreed that this matter should be left with Ambassador 
Bennett and Mr, Martin for the present. 
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Action: Ambassador Bennett and John Marcin. 


8. It is essential that the communists be rounded up and 
gotten out ot the Dominican Republic before they drop 
out of sight. In briefing the restructured and 
strengthened OAS Commission, we must stress the urgency of 
their ‘ieveloping a plan to deal with this. problem. 
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-Action: Ambassador Bunker, Mr. Mann and Mr. Vaughn. 
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It was decided that the 165 prisoners of war we are now 
holding should be screened and released except for those .. 
who can be identified as communist activists.| 


Action: DOD - Mr. Vance; CIA - Mr. Fitzgerald. 


Note: State has sent a telegram to the Embassy requesting 
thet we be informed who these prisoners of war are and 

where they were-captured. Tnis information is essential - 
before we issue an execute’ order for the action called 
for under this item. 7 


10. 
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There is an urgent requirement for a Strong case that 
will stand careful scrutiny in support of our charges 
that the communists are playing a leading role within 

the Caamano group. It is also necessary that our initial 
actions in the face of the Dominican crisis be fully 
documented in order to support our position with the 

OAS, the U.S. public, and ee governments. 
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Action: Mr. Vaughn feuboacese by Adams Committee). 


Mr. Don Wilson questioned our capability to successfully 
jam Radio Santo Domingo. He felt that unless we could 


be completely effective_we should not undertake _to ian. 
the station's output. | 
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Action: DOD - Mr. Vance; CIA - Mr. Fitzgerald. 
13, We must expand our program for distributing food and 
° medicines in the country at large. 


Keteok:. Mr. Gaud (supported by Mr. Crockett). 
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14. The junta's plans to move their headquarters from 
San Isidro to the fairground were discussed. The 
Embassy and JCTF 122 are satisfied that the junta 
would not expose itself to capture by the rebels in 
making this move. It was agreed that we would with- 
draw our objection to the move being made but have 
our Ambassador urge the Junta to consult with the OAS 
Commission in making the move. 


Action: A telegram covering this subject has been 
sent to the Embassy. 


15. Mr. Greenfield reported that Peace Corps Volunteers in 
the Dominican Republic are almost unanimous in their 
condemnation of U.S. actions in the Dominican crisis. 
They are giving interviews to press representatives which 
are damaging to our interests. Mr. Moyer reported that 
the Peace Corps party chief in the Dominican Republic 
(Dr. Satin) and Mr. Shriver have conferred on this pro- 
blem and are taking steps to deal with it. Their efforts 
should be supplemented by a briefing of Peace Corps 
Volunteers by Mr. Martin and Mr. Shlauderman. 


Action: PC - Mr. Shriver and Dr. Satin; State - Mr. 
Crockett will draft a telegram of instructions 
‘to the Embassy on the briefing. 


16. France may recognize the Caamano government. The French 
—Government is highly critical of our position in the 
Dominican Republic. Every effort should be made to 
swing the French away from Caamano and in support of - 

the U.S. 


Action: USIA - Mr. Wilson; State - Mr. Greenfield. 
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= : : in the N. Y. Times 
18, Arrangements have been made for publication/of a question 


and answer interview with Mr. Mann. Mr. Greenfield 
reports that this will be under our "complete control" 


and should be most useful in supporting our position. 


Action: Mr. Mann and Mr. Greenfield. 
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